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THE CHANGING SEASONS 


A Summary of the Fall Migration 


Ludlow 


The weather was so variable during the fall, 
that it is virtually impossible to present any gen- 
eral summary; only the high lights can be men- 
tioned. These were: (1) dry and warm in the 
Rocky Mountains and southern Texas and parts 
of the Northeast; (2) early snow in Ontario and 
Northern Quebec; (3) heavy snow and early win- 
ter after Nov. 26 in Ohio, Appalachian Region, 
Minnesota and Northern Great Plains; (4) hurri- 
canes in Florida on Sept. 3-4, and Oct. 16-18, and 
in the Gulf Coast States on Aug. 30; (5) a severe 
storm of hurricane intensity on Nov. 26 in the 
Northeast, most of Ontario, Ohio and the Appa- 
lachians, followed inland by heavy snow; (6) am- 
ple to flood rains in central to South California, 
breaking a prclonged drought. 

These possibly explain poor birding and an in- 
different migration in much of the country; (2) 
perhaps accounts for the surprisingly early trend 
of migration in parts of the Northeast; too early 
to evaluate the results of (3); excellent results of 
(4) and (5). 

The two southern hurricanes brought White- 
breasted and Blue-faced Boobies to western Flor- 
ida, a flight of southern terns; 4 Noddies, 2 
Sooties, and 6 Bridled Terns to Florida, as well 
as an exhausted Yellow-billed Tropic-bird. The 
storm of Nov. 26 brought a great flight of Dove- 
kies to the Massachusetts coast, inland records 
from Berkshire Co., Mass., and New Jersey. 
There was a flight of large alcids the same day 
in coastal Massachusetts, and the largest inland 
flight since 1907 in the St. Lawrence River valley 
(up to 140), western New York, Vermont, On- 
tario, Michigan, and Berkshire Co., Mass. Leach’s 
Petrel, Laughing Gulls and a Gannet were noted 
at Cooperstown, N. Y., as well as 2 Laughing 
Gulls and a Kittiwake in Ontario. It is possible 
that a Brown Pelican in New Jersey, an adult 
booby at Monomoy, Mass., and an Oceanodroma 
petrel at St. Louis, Mo., Sept. 2, and a Razor- 
billed Auk inland in Ontario, were the results of 
southerly storms. 

Other reports show a marked series of “avian 
unrest” throughout the country as Gale Monson 
in litt. happily puts it; and as he says, “it would 
be interesting to know what the source is.” Sev- 
eral editors comment on the excellent cone and 
berry crop locally; while this is abundantly true 
of the Northeast, no birds have appeared to take 
advantage of it. The balance of the summary will 
be devoted to this “unrest,” the usual parodoxes 
involved; there is no space for the innumerable 
new state records, which readers must get for 
themselves by noting the names in boldface type. 
Some evaluations must await-a winter’s report for 
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further detail, particularly the waterfowl in the 
South, and those areas where winter arrived very 
suddenly and early. 

Loons—A fine flight of Red-throated in the 
Northeast, few inland records. An Arctic Loon in 
Nevada. 

[hises—White Ibis, Arkansas, Wood Ibis, On- 
tario. Anhinga, Oklahoma. 

Southern Herons.—Very poor flight, better in- 
land than on the Atlantic Coast. A Louisiana 
Heron, Arkansas. 

Geese —A good early flight throughout the 
country. An early and erratic flight of Snow and 
Blue Geese in Ontario, Ohio and western Vir- 
ginia. Brant—a remarkable number of inland rec- 
ords, now becoming regular and suggesting a new 
route from new breeding areas; reported inland 
from western New York, New Jersey, Massachu- 
setts, Connecticut, Ontario and Ohio. Winter news 
will be awaited with interest. 

Fresh-water Ducks.—On the whole a disappoint- 
ing season, especially eastward. A general in- 
crease of Hooded Merganser reported. Wood 
Ducks and Blue-winged Teal markedly down in 
parts of the Northeast, Fulvous Tree-ducks in 
Arkansas. 

Bay Ducks—Again a poor and disappointing 
season, especially eastward, particularly the Ring- 
necked. Buffle-head doing well. Various cold 
weather species very late in arriving, particularly 
Greater Scaup and Am. Golden-eye. 

Sea Ducks.—No reports from areas of concen- 
tration in the Northeast. The usual scattering of 
inland records, most notably a Surf Scoter in Ok- 
lahoma, and all 3 species of scoters shot near 
Cove, Texas, on the Gulf. 

Game_ Birds —Ruffed Grouse up in Vermont 
and inland New York. Turkeys reported as doing 
well in Ontario (where introduced) and in west- 
ern New York where supposed to have wandered 
in across Pennsylvania line. A remarkable record 
of 25,700 Ring-necked Pheasants shot at Pelee 
Island, Ont.. about one-half the total population. 
and a great increase over 1949. 

Shorebirds—A_ disappointing season in much 
of the Northeast. A fine flight of White-rumped 
Sandpipers in New England, New Jersey and In- 
diana. The Marbled Godwit doing very well. A 
fine flight of the Hudsonian Godwit in eastern 
Massachusetts and reported from New Jersey, 
Maryland, western New York, Pennsylvania and 
Ohio. The Buff-breasted Sandpiper reported from 
Massachusetts, New Jersey, Ontario, western New 
York, Kansas South, Texas, Florida. The Avocet 
reported in good numbers in the Southwest, north- 
eastward to Ohio and Delaware. 
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Gulis and Terns—The great increase of the 
Ring-billed Gull northeastward partially explained 
by a nesting colony of 18,000 pairs discovered in 
western New York. A Little Gull of Europe col- 
lected in Ontario, first proved specimen for Can- 
ada. A flight of Elegant Terns to southern and 
central California. The migration of terns in the 
Northeast was early, poor and featureless after a 
very poor nesting season. 

Jaegers—Very poor Atlantic coastal flight. A 
Pomarine Jaeger in Ontario and one in Arizona. 

Alcids—See effect of weather above. Ancient 
Murrelet collected in Minnesota, Nov. 22. Com- 
mon Murre off southern California. 

Owls.—A flight of Great Gray Owls is reported 
in Northern Ontario, and Hawk Owls _ have 
reached Alberta. There is a marked influx of Saw- 
whet Owls in southern British Columbia, Wash- 
ington and Oregon. Those who believe that the 
Snowy Owl comes south every four years should 
note the “echo” flight to eastern Massachusetts, 
Quebec, Ontario, Ohio, Illinois, Minnesota, the 
entire Northern Plains, British Columbia and 
Washington. 

Woodpeckers.—Arctic Woodpecker, 5 birds in 
Ontario, common in northern Minnesota, flights 
of Acorn Woodpeckers to the Southwest, and most 
exceptionally the Lewis’s Woodpecker to the 
Southwest, and central and southern California. 

Nuthatches.—Flight of White-breasted and Red- 
breasted Nuthatches to the Southwest, but very 
few of the latter in the rest of the country. 

Thrushes—Invasion of Mountain Bluebirds 
east to Oklahoma and Dallas, Texas, south Utah, 
Arizona, western Texas and southern California. 
The Townsend’s Solitaire also on the move east- 
ward to Nebraska, Kansas and Oklahoma. 

Corvidae.—Marked flight of Clark’s Nutcrackers 


to the Southwest, and central and southern Cali- 
fornia; Pinon Jay to the Southwest; Steller’s and 
Scrub Jays to Arizona, New Mexico and western 
Texas. 

Warblers—Unsatisfactory flight in much of the 
East. An unusual variety lingered into November 
at Tucson, Ariz. A Black-throated Gray collected 
in Ohio. 

Grosheaks—Evening Grosbeak abundant in 
large flocks in New Brunswick in September 
(Gardner Stout). Marked flight to Utah, Arizona 
and western Texas. Pine Grosbeak reported in Al- 
berta, Saskatchewan, and North Dakota. 

Finches—No marked flight of Pine Siskins any- 
where. Locally reported as fairly common, with- 
out being noted in intervening areas. Marked in- 
vasion of Lawrence’s Goldfinch to the Southwest. 
Marked July invasion of singing flocks of White- 
winged Crossbill to the Adirondack Mountains, 
N. Y., first reported to me by Mrs. Avery Rocke- 
feller. Still abundant in most of Maine. Flocks 
reported in southern Ontario and New Jersey. 
The Red Crossbill is a species really on the move 
for the first time in many years. Reported from 
Quebec, central New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Vir- 
ginia, Indiana, Illinois, and Kansas. Abundant in 
Ontario and Minnesota, also in both Dakotas, 
Nebraska and Oklahoma. The thick-billed race 
collected in Minnesota, an invasion of Sitka Red 
Crossbills to Arizona. 

Western Species Eastward.—vVermilion  Fly- 
catcher, eastern invasion to Florida, coastal Texas, 
Louisiana (13 records), Arkansas and Mississippi. 
Dickcissel, numerous northeastern records as usual. 
Oregon Junco collected in northern Ontario. Lark 
Bunting found in Maine. Clay-colored Sparrow 
collected in eastern Massachusetts, reported in 
New York. Harris’s Sparrow in Massachusetts. 
Yellow-headed Blackbird in central Massachusetts. 
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REGION REPORTS 


Fall Migration 


August 15 to November 30, 1950 


NORTHEASTERN MARITIME REGION.— 
Thanks to the able continuity provided by Mr. 
Henry M. Parker, | am able to begin where he 
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After a cool summer, September was a little 
cooler than normal. October and November were 
warm, but the remarkable heat accumulation of re- 
cent years was absent. Pronounced cool waves, a 
vital impetus to heavy migration, were regrettably 
scarce or lacking, and birders, complained of a dis- 
appointing fall, particularly on Cape Cod, where 
most of the rarer transient land birds remained un- 
recorded for the year. There was some move- 
ment on Aug. 30; the peak of warblers was 
reached in Essex County on Sept. 16 and 17 
(never reached Cape Cod); there were other 
flights on Sept. 23-25, Oct. 1, 5, 7, 15, and 21-22, 
but no movement of land birds whatever from 
Nov. | to date. Observers reported the country- 
side practically birdless for 2 months, and at this 
writing (Dec. 16), the winter land birds and sea 
fowl are still missing. Early in September it 
became «apparent that all groups of birds were 
departing relatively early and this trend persisted 
all fall, without any obvious climatic correlation. 
The storms and gales produced some exciting bird 
ing, chiefly the alcids as detailed beyond. 

Loons.—A_ remarkable flight of Red-throated, 
clearly migrating from Oct. 31 to Dec. 13. On 
Nov. 25, 330 passed a given point in Essex 
County in hour. 
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Shearwaters—An exceedingly poor year. 


Brown Booby.—An adult off Monomoy, Oct. 


22 (Bowen, Drury, Parker). Third 
Massachusetts record. 

Herons.—No flight of southern species mate- 
rialized. 

Geese —A Black Brant was on a_ Brewster 
sandbar with birds of the eastern race, Oct. 29 
(Griscom, Mason, Smart). A good early (late 
October) flight of Canada Geese. Winter? 

Freshwater Ducks.—Collapse of the early Wood 
Duck and Blue-winged Teal flight as compared 
with recent years. Very good numbers of Green- 
winged Teal and more Hooded Mergansers than 
ever before. A European Teal, and possibly a 
pair at Monomoy Point, Dec. 9 (Allen Morgan, 
Griscom, and party). 

Bay Ducks.—Very disappointing. Peak counts 
et the Lakeville pond in late October, none on 
the Cape or Vineyard ponds.  Buffle-head very 
good, Ruddies poor. 

Sea Ducks—The Am. Golden-eye, our most 
abundant species, has failed to arrive. Eiders and 
scoters good, but no field work at sea off 
Monomoy. 

Hawks.—One of the 
many years. 


Griscom, 


poorest migrations in 

Rails and Snipe-——Drought conditions made 
trends uncertain. It may be recalled that a 
Clapper Rail was found at Nauset last year. This 
year there were 4 at the same spot in September 
(Mass. Audubon Soc.), and later 2 calling at 
Monomoy and Harding’s Beach, Chatham, in 
late October. 

Shorebirds—Mostly a disappointing year, end- 
ing early. Few rare western species. A _ fine 
flight of Knot, up to 4000 in a day; unprece- 
dented numbers of White-rumped Sandpipers (up 
to 3000 in a day). The great feature was the 
Hudsonian Godwit. First at Monomoy on July 2 
(a record), there were shortly /0 there. At Plum 
Island numbers gradually built up to 28 in a day; 
there were at least 15 through Oct. 8; a record 
late date on Nov. 15. The species was recorded 
at every shorebird locality in Massachusetts, in- 
cluding Fresh Pond, Cambridge, on Sept. 10 (first 
since 1875); and 5 were found at Popham Beach, 
Me., Aug. 16-20 (Mrs. Clara deWindt and Chris- 
topher Packard). There were also more Marbled 
Godwits than usual: at Popham Beach, Me., Aug. 
8-9 (same observers), up to 8 in a day on Cape 
Cod, and flocks of 5-6 on several occasions. 

Jaegers—No coastal flight worth mentioning. 








Terns.—Departing early; no flight of Blacks or 
Forster’s. 

Gulls.—Unprecedented summer counts of Black- 
backed. 

Alcids—On Nov. 7, a warm, still day, Miss 
D. E. Snyder reported 14,000 Dovekies passing 
Halibut Point, Cape Ann, perhaps blown in by 
the gale of Nov. 4-5. On Nov. 25 we had 550 in 
¥% hour off Ipswich Beach, R. C. Curtis had 
2000 in 1% hours off Halibut Point, as well as 
120 large alcids, either auks or murres. On Nov. 
26, Cape Ann was very disappointing, but Dove- 
kies were picked up inland, including Berkshire 
County. Two Briinnich’s Murres were picked up 
in Berkshire County, and at least 4 shot in Ver- 
mont, 1 specimen preserved. Never in the present 
generation have so many large alcids been seen. 
While both species were identified, it was quite 
impossible to identify the great majority of in- 
dividuals in the trough of the raging sea. 

Land Birds——Those who believe in cycles will 
recall the flight last year of Snowy Owls and 
Gray Shrikes. A few of the latter began 
appearing in early December. The first Snowy 
Owl was reported inland on Oct. 16; it has 
steadily increased with a count of 6 on the Plum 
Island meadows, Dec. 13. No Red-breasted Nut- 
hatches, Pine Siskins or northern finches. <A 
poor flight on the whole coastally: Western King- 
bird (very few), Gnatcatchers (usual number; 
missed on Cape Cod), Dickcissels (at least 5), 
Cape May Warbler (no great numbers), Chat 
(usual number of late fall reports, including 
Brunswick, Me., Oct. 19) (Gross and Dane). 

There is no room to mention all the rarities. 
A Lark Bunting, Hog Island, Me., Aug. 25 (Cruick- 
shank, R. T. Peterson, Cadbury). Seaside Spar- 
row, 3 at Nauset in November (Snyder and 
Smart), 5 there Dec. 10 (large party). Adult 
Harris’s Sparrow, Concord, Dec. 4 (Cora Well- 
man), shown to Mrs. F. T. Elkins and Griscom, 
Dec. 5, when singing; trapped and banded on 
Dec. 6. Clay-colored Sparrow, trapped at And- 
over, Sept. 20, Oscar M. Root, collected and 
identified by J. L. Peters; third New England 
specimen.—LUDLOW GRISCOM, Museum of Com- 
parative Zoology, Cambridge 38, Mass. 


HUDSON-ST. LAWRENCE REGION. — Cool 
nights during the first week of August started a 
noticeable movement of migrating land birds and, 
during early and mid-September there were re- 
ports of concentrations of migrants locally but 
generally the uneventful weather conditions which 
prevailed until near the end of the season of mi- 
gration were responsible for an unimpressive fall. 
Early October snow in Quebec disappeared with 
the warmer weather of November and throughout 
the southerly part of the Region rain and high 
temperatures prevailed and the birds flowed 
through quietly and without any generally pro- 
nounced waves. In late November a violent north- 
east storm struck the entire Region; the rain was 
heavy and on the 25th the wind reached a veloc- 
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ity of 70 m.p.h. at New 
York City and gusts of 
80 m.p.h. were record- 
ed at other locations. 
As expected, these 
northeast gales brought 
many pelagic birds to 
inland sections. The 
wind-blown vagrants 
were largely murres. 
Hundreds of these birds 
were blown up the St. 
Lawrence River and 
many were caught alive 
in Quebec city; here 14 
were offered to the Zoo 
at Charlesbourg _ be- 
tween Nov. 26 and 29. 
A filock of 15 was in 
the St. Charles River 
near Quebec and large numbers were in the St. 
Lawrence on both sides of the city, particularly 
between Quebec and Montreal (R. Cayoutte). 
Some of the murres turned south from the river 
and were reported from Watertown, N. Y., 2 
(J. Belknap); others at Stephentown, N. Y. (S. C. 
Fordham, Jr.); 1 at Ravena, N. Y.; 1 at Sche- 
nectady, N. Y. (Nelle VanVorst). A Hudson 
River record from Nyack, N. Y. (E. Brown), and 
another from Old Greenwich, Conn. (K. Harte, 
et al.) show how widely the birds were scattered. 
Surprisingly there were but 2 records from Long 
Island, N. Y., and none from New Jersey. It 
may be supposed that most of these murres 
stemmed from the St. Lawrence. It is probable 
that all of them were Briinnich’s. Only 1 Dovekie 
was reported inland; this was picked up alive at 
Moonachie, N. J., miles from the coast (Dorothy 
C. Pallas). An amazing concentration of sea 
birds occurred at Cooperstown, N. Y. After the 
storm there were found on Otsego Lake 2 Great 
Black-backed and 50 Laughing Gulls, 1 imma- 
ture Gannet and 1 Leach’s Petrel (N. P. Hill). 
Loons to Herons.—In early November both 
species of loon were abundant in migration off 
Long Island, N. Y. Inland the Common Loons 
came through in good numbers and also some 
Red-throated on fresh water; one of the latter 
was picked up on the shore of a lake near 
Saranac, N. Y. (G. Chase). Others were seen in 
western Connecticut and in the Hudson River. In 
the interior there was a good flight of both Red- 
necked and Horned Grebes but the Pied-billed 
was down; the reverse of this was reported from 
the Coast. Through October and early November 
Cory’s Shearwaters were numerous off the Long 
Island shore, particularly at Montauk Point; 1 
Greater Shearwater was at Moriches Inlet, L. L., 
Sept. 9 (Mrs. Dale, et al.). At Keansburg, N. J., 
a Brown Pelican was watched for some time, fly- 
ing, resting on the water and perched on a dock 
(E. Eisenmann). Great Blue Herons have been 
numerous but the late summer and fall popula- 
tion of Am. Egrets has been but 35 per cent of 
the maximum of last year. Snowy Egrets and 
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Little Blue Herons, too, have been rather scarce. 
Late dates for Am. Egrets are: Gilgo, L. I., Nov. 
11 (Mayer, Rose); same date at Norwalk, Conn. 
(Mrs. Betty Long); Nov. 12, Rockville Center, 
L. I. (Cantor, et al.). The last Snowy Egret was 
reported on Nov. 7, Jones Beach, L. I. (J. J. 
Elliott). Green Herons were scarce. A Least 
Bittern was seen at Hadley, Mass., Sept. 21 and 
22 (S. A. Eliot, Jr.). 


Geese.—tThe flight of Canada Geese was better 
than usual and the uniformity in dates of maxi- 
mum occurrence seems noteworthy: Adirondacks, 
Oct. 12 (G. M. Meade); Barre, Vt., Oct. 9; Long 
Island, Oct. 8 to 15 (JJE); Glastonbury, Conn., 
Oct. 9 and 10 (J. L. Whittles); Northampton, 
Mass., Oct. 10 (SAE Jr.); Cooperstown, N. Y., 
Oct. 12 (NPH). At Swanton, Vt., a flock of 
1500 was feeding in a cornfield (D. M. Hickock). 
In the past few years more and more Brant 
have followed inland flyways, before that time 
these birds were very rare away from the coast. 
This fall the inland flight has been further pro- 
nounced. One was picked up from the road at 
Ausable Forks, N. Y., in the Adirondacks, Oct. 20 
(GMM); 34 were on Boonton Reservoir, N. J., 
Oct. 21 (C. K. Nichols) and on the same day, 
10 were at Westport, Conn. (B. Ficke); 400 
(approx.) flew over the Bear Mountain Bridge 
near Peekskill, N. Y., Oct. 24 (J. K. Boldtmann); 
52 at Quabbin Reservoir in central Massachusetts, 
Oct. 25 (SAE Jr.); 300 (approx.) in migration 
over the Kittatinny Mts., N. J., Oct. 26 (A. E. 
Eynon, ef al.). There are numerous records of 
single birds and small flocks at other inland 
points. There is some significance to this increas- 
ing use of inland flyways; perhaps it indicates a 
new breeding population that is building up in 
a new area. The Snow Geese arrived at St. 
Joachim, P. Q., on Sept. 2, a very early date. 
The first flocks were composed of adults only; 
immature birds began to join the flock from Sept. 
15 to 18. No count of the geese was attempted 
this fall but the warden of the Cap Tourmente 
Hunting Club states that the birds were more 
numerous than last year and a greater proportion 
were birds of the year, thus indicating a success- 
ful breeding season. A few Blue Geese accom- 
panied the flock of Snows (R. Cayoutte). Each 
year there is an increasing number of observa- 
tions of small numbers of Snow Geese at points 
on the migration route other than the well-known 
concentration areas. On Long Island they were 
reported from Sept. 20 to Nov. 7. The largest 
flock was 18 at Tobay Pond, L. I., Nov. 5 (E. and 
J. Bull). 


Ducks—The numbers of ducks are down. 
This is particularly true with teal of both species, 
Am. Widgeon, Fintail, Wood Duck and both 
scaup. Practically no Ring-necks were reported. 
The Canvas-back count was fair and Buffle-heads 
and Ruddies are up. The whole aspect of the 
duck migration is most disappointing. 

Hawks.—The flight of Broad-winged Hawks 
was fair but apart from these the numbers that 


migrated through the Region were very low. Most 
of the known flyways were adequately covered. 
In Sullivan Co., N. Y., the usual route down the 
Shawangunk Range was deserted and the hawks 
followed a parallel line 12 miles to the west 
whenever the wind was NE (N. and K. Niven). 
Only one Rough-leg was reported in the entire 
Region. There were many well-substantiated rec- 
ords of Golden Eagles. Some of these are: an 
immature caught at Herbertville, Que., Sept. 22, 
and another immature taken in Saguenay Co., 
Que., Nov. 3 (RC). Sight records were: Mt. Tom 
near Northampton, Mass., Sept. 18 (F. T. Elkins, 
et al.); Warwick, N. Y., 2 immatures, Oct. 21 
(G. Komorowski). In New Jersey’s Kittatinny 
Mts. the records are: Oct. 14, 1 (R. Herbert, 
et al.), Oct. 26, 3 (A. E. Eynon, et al.); Nov. 7, 
1 (RH), and Nov. 10, 3 (RH) and Thorsell). 


Grouse.—Reports from many sections show an 
upward swing in the population numbers of 
Ruffed Grouse. In the Green Mts., Vt., the 
grouse are reported as numerous (A. M. Decker); 
at Cooperstown, N. Y., there has been a marked 
increase (NPH); at Mohonk Lake, Ulster Co., 
N. Y., they are gaining rapidly in numbers (D. 
Smiley, Jr.). 

Rails, Shorebirds——None of the rails were num- 
erous in migration. Golden Plover were seen at 
several inland points as they moved south. The 
largest count was 8 at Hadley, Mass., on Sept. 19 
(SAE Jr.); 2 were at Burlington on Lake Cham- 
plain (Marion Smith, Anna Reynolds); several 
individual birds were found in east-central New 
York State. Few records from Long Island. 
Although the Ruddy Turnstone is rare in Ver- 
mont, 3 were seen at Burlington, Sept. 6 and 7 
(MS, AR). Woodcock were very scarce, and few 
Snipe were reported; 8 at Williamsburg, Mass., 
until Nov. 30 (Graves); 10 in Sussex Co., N. J., 
Oct. 29 (E. B. Nixdorf). Pectoral and White- 
rumped Sandpipers were here in considerable 
numbers. Good interior flight of Red-backed 
Sandpipers; one flock of 73 was reported from 
Burlington, Vt., Oct. 20 (MS), smaller flocks at 
several other inland points. Flight along coast 
was good. More Buff-breasted Sandpipers than 
usual; 1 at Northampton, Mass., Oct. 4, the first 
authentic record for the Connecticut Valley 
(Crompton fide SAE Jr.); 1 at Compo., Conn., 
Aug. 29 (BL); only a few from Long Island. 
Most reports include Northern Phalaropes show- 
ing a pretty general distribution throughout the 
Region. An unusual record for this phalarope 
was Central Park in the heart of New York City, 
Dec. 5 (Mrs. Pauline Messing). Only 1 Wilson’s 
Phalarope was seen. 


Gulls, Terns, Alcids—A Lesser Black-backed 
Gull was seen at Atlantic Beach, L. 1, Nov. 26 
(JB). One Black-headed Gull was seen at Say- 
brook, Conn., Nov. 12 (LJW, Mrs. Olive Rhines), 
and 3 others at South Amboy, N. J., during the 
first two weeks of November (J. L. Edwards, 
et al.). One Gull-billed Tern was reported from 
Long Beach, L. I. (JB). On Aug. 21 there was 
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a heavy flight of Roseate Terns at Montauk 
Point, L. 1.; 2400 passed in 4 hours. The main 
flight came from inside of Block Island and, 
passing close to the Point, turned out to sea. 
With these terns was | Caspian Tern and several 
jaegers, one of them a Pomarine (NPH). A 
Royal Tern was at Moriches Inlet, L. I., Sept. 4 
(JJE). Apart from the wind-blown alcids none 
others were reported. 

Doves, Owls——A Mourning Dove was caught 
in Charlevoix Co., P. Q.. on Oct. 27 (RC), and 
there is a sight record at Wells River, Vt., for 
Sept. 9 (W. P. Smith): both are somewhat out 
of the general range. A Snowy Owl was taken 
in Quedec City on Sept. 15, a very early date; 
several others were reported in southern Quebec 
during November. One was seen at Lowville, 
N. Y., during the week of Nov. 13 (Bowen) but 
there is no indication of a flight this winter. 

Swifts to Woodpeckers —During the early fall 
at Northampton, Mass., Chimney Swifts occupied 
an unused college chimney; 80 birds came in on 
Aug. 21; by Sept. 1 there were 1460; on Sept. 29 
the number had dropped to 1400 and from there 
tapered to a last record of 2 on Oct. 3 (SAE Jr.). 
A very late Ruby-throated Hummingbird was seen 
at Westport, Conn., Nov. | (BL). The Yellow- 
shafted Flicker migration was early and heavy; 
there is a general increase in numbers of the 
Pileated Woodpeckers, particularly in cut-over 
lands now becoming forested. Red-headed Wood- 
peckers very scarce, one northerly record is from 
Middlebury, Vt. (AMD). There is a report of a 
Black-backed Three-toed Woodpecker at East 
Orange, N. J. (Weinfeldt). 

Swallows to Waxwings—The swallow migra- 
tion started early and the migrants were numer- 
ous. At Nyack, N. Y., on Sept. 17 approximately 
15,000 Tree Swallows passed over South Moun- 
tain in 3 hours (NPH). The flight of Blue Jays 
was very heavy. Black-capped Chickadees have 
not been numerous. The Tufted Titmouse is ex- 
tending in Connecticut: | at Wilton, Oct. 28 (BF). 
The Winter Wren has been unusually common at 
many points. Two Blue-gray Gnatcatchers were 
singing at Northampton, Mass., Oct. 6 (Wake- 
man). Both the Golden and Ruby-crowned King- 
lets have been almost abundant in October. Cedar 
Waxwings, too, were numerous. 

Warblers to Blackbirds-—There was little that 
was outstanding in the warbler migration. Orange- 
crowned and Tennessee Warblers were relatively 
common and in most sections the Blackburnian, 
Magnolia and Bay-breasted as well. Normally the 
Yellow-breasted Chat is an early fall migrant 
but individual birds sometimes establish very late 
dates and a number lingered this fall far beyond 
their usual time of leaving. There were several 
Long Island records to mid-October, and at 
Holyoke, Mass., a recently-killed chat was pre- 
sented to the Museum on Nov. 1 (Marie J: 
Shurr). There have been more Connecticut 
Warblers reported this fall than is usual; 2 were 
seen in Trinity Churchyard in the heart of the 
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business district of New York City (W. Downin). 
The Black-capped Warbler was seen as _ late 
as Nov. 3 at South Windsor, Conn. (Risley), and 
f at Princeton, N. J., Dec. 3 (C. H. Rogers, 
J. Merrit). A Yellow-headed Blackbird was at 
the Arcadia Sanctuary near Northampton, Mass., 
Oct. 15 (C. R. Mason). Baltimore Orioles some- 
times stay late, and there is a record of | at 
Williamsburg, Mass., Oct. 14 to Nov. 15; it fed 
on grapes (SAE Jr.). Another was at Princeton, 
N. J.. on Nov. 30 (CHR). 


Finches.—Occurrences of the Cardinal north of 
its normal range become more frequent. One was 
seen at Glastonbury, Conn., Oct. 23 and 24 
{LJW): another at Schenectady, N. Y., Nov. 13 
(Schenectady B. C.). But 1 Blue Grosbeak was 
seen, that at Moriches Inlet, L. I., Sept. 2 (Mayer, 
Rose). As is usual, the Dickcissel wanders into 
the Region each fall; there were 2 Long Island 
records, 1 at Jones Beach, Sept. 17 (Alperin, 
et al.); another at Montauk Point, on Oct. 4. At 
Monticello, N. Y., 3 Dickcissels made frequent 
visits to a feeding station between Aug. 31 and 
Oct. 6 (NN, KN). The 5 Evening Grosbeaks at 
Quebec city seen on Aug. 20 are probably birds 
that had nested nearby; from that date irregular 
flocks of from 10 to 40 birds have been reported 
there (RC). In the Adirondacks, where the Gros- 
beaks may now be expected throughout the year 
they were not seen this fall until Oct. 29 when 
| bird appeared (GMM). At Williamsburg, 
Mass., the Grosbeaks arrived on Oct. 16 (Graves) 
and at Schenectady, N. Y., the first was seen on 
Nov. 22. There was no marked flight of Purple 
Finches but the House Finch population on Long 
Island is increasing as is the area occupied. The 
number of European Goldfinches on Long Island 
has decreased. The food crop throughout the 
coniferous woodlands is most abundant and the 
birds, whose food is largely derived from the cones, 
came in early and in numbers. The first flock 
of redpolls reached Sorel, P. Q., on Oct. 3 
(F. Hamel): a flock with accompanying Pine 
Siskins was in the central Adirondacks in mid- 
October. Redpolls also seen at Williamsburg, 
Mass., on Oct. 10 and at Saratoga, N. Y., on 
Nov. 12. In early December these birds were 
seen as far south as northern New Jersey. Pine 
Siskins have been very common about Quebec 
city from the first of August. They made an 
early appearance at Mohonk Lake, N. Y., in No- 
vember (DS Jr.), and at Middlebury, Vt., on 
Oct. 26 (AMD). Wandering flocks of crossbills 
were reported from many parts of the Region 
from Quebec to central New Jersey. The num- 
bers are about equally divided between the two 
species. At Trudeau, N. Y., many White-wings 
were singing on Aug. 8 (GMM). _ In New Jersey 
the records are numerous; Lakewood, a_ flock 
from late September (W. T. Knipe); at High 
Point in Sussex Co., there were 50 or more, Nov. 
12 (D. Fables); several flocks in the Kittatinny 
Mts. A good winter for these birds is indicated. 
Two «sparrows that are rare to this Region were 
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seen this fall, one a Clay-colored at Jones Beach, 
Sept. 24 (Alperin, et al.), the other a Brewer's 
found at Montauk Point, L. I., Oct. 14 (EE, 
et al.). Another rare sparrow was found near 
Northampton, Mass., on Oct. 8 when it appeared 
at a feeding station. It was identified as a Harris’s 
Sparrow and this identification was later con- 
firmed by C. R. Mason. This is the first record 
in the Connecticut Valley. The flight of both 
White-crowned and White-throated Sparrows has 
been generally good but the Fox Sparrow seems 
to be far down.—Cuar.es K. NICHOLS, American 
Museum of Natural History, New York 24, N. Y. 


MIDDLE ATLANTIC COAST REGION.—The 
fall was abnormally warm, but this had no very 


















noticeable effect on the migration. All records 
— for maximum 
temperature were 
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and bringing a severe gale on the coast. 


Grebes and Pelagic Birds —Albert Conway saw 
a Horned Grebe in breeding plumage near An- 
napolis, Md., on Aug. 13. Two Cory’s Shear- 
waters and 30 Wilson’s Petrels were seen at close 
range 13 miles off Ocean City, Md., Sept. 9 (C. S 
Robbins, S. H. Low, E. G. Davis). Two Gan. 
nets east of Sandy Point, Md., Nov. 11. equal 
the northernmost record for Chesapeake Bay 
(T. D. Burleigh, J. W. Aldrich). ns 

Herons.—The flight of southern herons was 
poor throughout the region for all species. Rob- 
bins and Kraeski saw a late Snowy Egret, Nov. 3 
at Blackwater Refuge. W. F. Rountry reported a 
new latest date of Nov. 23 for the Little Blue 
Heron at Norfolk, Va. Few Louisiana Herons 
were reported. 

Geese and Ducks.—The fall flight of Canada 
Geese showed an impressive increase throughout 
the region. Snow and Blue Geese also showed 
some increase. A flock of about 40 Blue Geese 
frequented Lake Ontelaunee, near Reading, Pa 
for a short time in October, and J. H. Buckalew 
saw 10 at Chestertown, Md., on Nov. 24. A 
Blue Goose at Henley’s Lake from Nov. 5 is a 
first record for Albemarle County and for Pied- 
mont, Va. (C. E. Stevens). There were 40 Brant 
at Brigantine Wildlife Refuge, N. J.. on June 16 
and 20 on June 22 (P. F. Springer); and 4000 
on Great Sound, Cape May Co., N. J., Nov. 3 


(W. B. Wright). William Middleton reported 
about 45,000 Pintails and 5000 other ducks along 
the Delaware River near Bridgeport, N. J., Oct. 8. 
rhe MOS group saw 14,000 Am. Widgeon at 
Carroll Island, Md., on Nov. 19. Lt. Thomas A. 
Imhof estimated 4300 ducks on the Lower Gun- 
powder River, Md., on Oct. 22, nearly half being 
Am. Widgeon, with one Gadwall among them. 
He saw a European Widgeon at Edgewood, Md., 
the same day. Other European Widgeons were 
observed near Berlin, Md., on Oct. 28 (I. R. 
Barnes), at Bombay Hook, Del., on Nov. 4 (E. G. 
Baldwin et al.), and at Sandy Pt., Md., on Nov. 
30 (1. C. and C. Hoover). Canvas-backs and 
Redheads were scarce on the Virginia coast, while 
Buffle-heads and Ruddies appeared in good num- 
bers (J. H. Gray, Jack Perkins). 


Birds of Prey.—Northwest winds brought a 
spectacular hawk migration at Cape May, N. J., 
where on Sept. 28 R. H. Grant and Q. Kramer 
estimated 5500 Buteos, mostly Broad-wings, and 
1025 Accipiters, with a sprinkling of other hawks. 
From Sept. 24 to 26 Mrs. Aurora Taylor saw 
thousands of Broad-winged Hawks moving up the 
Delaware Bay shore below Salem, N. J., and 
crossing toward Delaware. Hawk counts are 
arousing interest in Maryland. On Sept. 24, 255 
were counted by Robert Mitchell and Helen Web- 
ster in a flight at Patuxent Refuge; 63 by Edwin 
Willis at Middle River; and 1507 by Baldwin at 
Monument Knob. Douglas Hackman had counts 
at White Marsh, Md., near Baltimore, of from 77 
to 765 on 7 days in September, October and 
November. Maurice Broun reported 48 Bald 
Eagles. a high number, at Hawk Mt., Pa., on 
Sept. 4; and also saw this fall 52 Golden Eagles, 
3 Goshawks, and an unprecedented number of 
280 Ospreys. 

Rails and Gallinules——Ten days of high tides 
following the opening of the season brought a 
record-breaking kill of Clapper Rails in the New 
Jersey marshes. A Florida Gallinule was seen 
near Williamsburg on Sept. 11 (F. R. Scott). 

Plovers and Sandpipers —A Piping Plover at 
Ocean City on Nov. 12 is the latest Maryland 
record (CSR, A. A. Brandenburg, ef al.). The 
Philadelphia airport made a good landing field for 
Am. Golden Plover, with a high count of 57 by 
David Cutler on Sept. 23, and 40 still present on 
Oct. 8 (James Rigby). A Lesser Yellow-legs on 
Nov. 12 is the latest date for Norfolk, Va. 
(WFR). White-rumped Sandpipers were unusu- 
ally common in New Jersey, with 300 at Bridge- 
port on Sept. 18 (E. Manners) and 25 at Beach 
Haven Inlet on Sept. 12 (A. Eynon). A Curlew 
Sandpiper in breeding plumage was discovered at 
Beach Haven Inlet, N. J.. on July 15 by William 
Marx, and was seen by many observers during the 
following 10 days. A _ Buff-breasted Sandpiper 
was found at the same place on Sept. 2 (Jerry 
Brown). A Marbled Godwit was seen at Bombay 
Hook Refuge, Del., on Oct. 28 (JR). R. E. 
Stewart and E. O. Mellinger saw a Hudsonian 
Godwit at Assateague Island, Md., on Aug. 13: 
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J. H. Buckalew and Mellinger saw 6 there on 
Sept. 17 and 6 others on the 24th. Robert Froh- 
ling saw one at Barnegat Bay, N. J., on Nov. 5. 
As many as 4 Avocets were present at Bombay 
Hook Refuge, Del., during October, with one still 
present on Nov. 5. 


Gulls and Terns —Two adult Pomarine Jaegers 
were seen at close range 13 miles off Ocean City, 
Md., on Sept. 9 (CSR, et al.). A high count of 
8 Parasitic Jaegers was made at Cape May, N. J., 
Oct. 8 (Frank McLaughlin). Ring-billed Gulls 
were exceptionally numerous on the Maryland 
coast and in Chesapeake Bay (RES). After a 
September storm, Mrs. Vera Henderson saw 1000 
Laughing Gulls at Gibson Island, Md. A Royal 
Tern was seen at Tuckerton, N. J., on Sept. 2 
(Albert Linton); and 12 at Cape Henlopen, Del., 
on Oct. 28 (JR); and 10 Caspian Terns at Bridge- 
port, N. J., on Sept. 17 (R. F. Miller). Forster’s 
Terns were frequently reported along the Dela- 
ware River and the Jersey coast; one was seen at 
Harrisburg, Pa., Sept. 17 (J. A. Reid); and from 
2 to 10 were observed at Edgewood, Md., from 
Oct. 13 to 28 (TAI). On Sept. 12 Scott had 167 
Forster’s Terns, his highest count ever in the 
Hopewell, Va., area. 


Owls—Thomas Byers reported a Saw-whet 
Owl, killed by a gunner at Wenonah, N. J., on 
Nov. 14. 


Woodpeckers to Swallows—E. H. Borden saw 


a Red-headed Woodpecker at Cape May, N. J., 


on Sept. 8. A Western Kingbird was seen at the 
same place on Sept. 27 (RHG, QK). Traill’s Fly- 
catchers, present through the summer at Camp 
Hill, Pa., were last seen on Aug. 31 (Philip 
Myers); and one was seen at Alexandria, Va., 
Sept. 17 (J. M..Abbott). The Olive-sided Fly- 
catcher was seen at Dumbarton Oaks, D. C., Sept. 
23 (EGD, I. R. Barnes), and at Pennyfield, near 
Seneca, Md., Sept. 30 (C. N. Mason). There 
were several other late flycatcher records in Mary- 
land: Eastern Kingbird on Sept. 30 at Gibson 
Island (VH); Crested on Oct. 5 at Baltimore 
(AAB); Eastern Phoebe on Nov. 11 in the Pied- 
mont at Unity (SHL); Acadian on Sept. 24 at 
Seneca; and a Wood Pewee seen and heard by 
Vera Henderson at Gibson Island on Oct. 31. 
Stevens saw Rough-winged Swallows in Albe- 
marle Co., Va., on Oct. 8, where the previous 
latest date was Aug. 16. 


Jays to Kinglets—Members of the New Jersey 
Audubon Society witnessed on the annual Cape 
May trip on Oct. 14 and 15 an unprecedented mi- 
gration of Blue Jays. The flight, which had been 
going on for a week, reached its peak on the 14th 
when thousands of jays were milling about over 
the point. A Catbird at Ivy, Va., on Oct. 28 
was 10 days later than any previous record (Mrs. 
Bill Lewis). Brackbill saw the last color-banded 
Robins (local breeders) at Baltimore, Md., on 
Oct. 14, which equals the latest previous record. 
Enormous numbers of Golden-crowned Kinglets 
passed through the northern part of the region 
in late October. 
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Vireos and Warblers—Two Philadelphia Vireos 
were reported from Maryland: at Forest Glen on 
Sept. 24 (F. C. Cross); and at Towson on Aug. 
31 (R. H. Cole). Willis saw an Orange-crowned 
Warbler on Nov. 12 at Middle River, Md. A 
Yellow-breasted Chat was seen at Charlottesville, 
Va., on Oct. 15 (K. Lawless), and another on 
Oct. 16 (CES), where the previous latest date 
was Sept. 10. Stevens found an amazingly late 
female Am. Redstart at Charlottesville, Nov. 15. 


Sparrows.—The Blue Grosbeak was reported from 
Caroline Co., Md., on Sept. 21 (Mrs. Roberta 
Fletcher) and from Cape May, N. J., on Sept. 27 
(RHG, QK). A remarkable record was that of 
a Pine Grosbeak at Tuckerton, N. J., on Oct. 1 
(Robert Frohling). A flock of 25 Red Crossbills 
was seen at Bake Oven Knob, Pa., by Theodore 
R. Hake on Nov. 12; and a little later what was 
possibly the same flock passed Hawk Mt. A Lark 
Sparrow was observed on Assateague Island, Md., 
Oct. 21 (R. J. Beaton). The only Snow Bunting 
for the season was reported from Forest Glen, 
Md., Nov. 11 (FCC).—JuLtIAN K. POTTER, 437 
Park Ave., Collingswood, N. J., and J. J. MuRRAY, 
6 White St., Lexington, Va. 


Editor’s Note: Due to illness of one of the re- 
gional editors, there will be no report from the 
Southern Atlantic Coast Region. 


FLORIDA REGION.—In the _ north, three 
months of dry weather followed the excessive 
rainfall of August. Temperatures were above 
normal in October but 
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Vultures was noted prior to the cold weather at 
the end of November. The Mourning Dove north- 
ward movement along the Florida Keys began 
about Oct. 25 and reached its peak on Nov. 1, 
when one observer reported 143 doves passed 
Key Largo between 8 and 9 a.m. (Robert P. 
Allen). Catbirds were scarce at Key West. 
(Could this be due to extensive and continuous 
trapping in previous years?) 

Sea Birds—A White Pelican at St. Marks 
Light was an early arrival, Oct. 21 (Wm. Cross, 
Cates). A Horned Grebe and Bonaparte’s Gull 
were at St. Marks Light, Oct. 26 (Stoddard, 
Farrar, Neel); a Common Loon was seen at Dog 
Island, Oct. 31 (Henry M. Stevenson). A late 
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but interesting report is that of a Pied-billed Grebe 
in Taylor River Slough, July 26 (Wm. Robert- 
son). A Man-o’-war-bird was noted over Lake 
Wiccosukee, north Florida, Oct. 7 (HMS); ear- 
lier, an unusual record of four Man-o’-wars was 
made at Neptune Beach, near Jacksonville, 
June 3 (W. Y. Gary). A feeding flight of about 
400 Man-o’-war-birds was seen over Tavernier 
Key heading out to sea. The observer watched 
until they were out of sight, Sept. 30. A similar 
flight occurred the next day (J. Wilkinson). An 
exhausted Yellow-billed Tropic-bird was found at 
Ponte Vedia Beach, Sept. 7, by Mrs. A. W. Sears; 
the bird was tame and friendly but would not 
eat; it died on Sept. 9 (Gary, H. T. Cone, Jr.). 

Herons and Ibises——A late Green Heron record 
for the northern part of the region occurred about 
a mile inland from Neptune Beach, Nov. 12 
(WYG). At Tavernier considerable numbers of 
Night Herons passed over after dark, Oct. 26-31 
(RPA). Unusual numbers of Am. and Snowy 
Egrets observed near Fernandina probably were 
retreating before the sudden cold wave; a Wood 
Ibis was present in the same locality, Nov. 26 
(F. V. Hebard, Richard G. Kuerzi). 

Waterfowl.—Early at St. Marks Light were 
Gadwall, Baldpate, and Ring-necked Duck, Oct. 
21 (Cross, Cates); Ruddy Duck, Nov. 8 (Stod- 
dard); a Hooded Merganser, Blue and Snow 
Geese, Oct. 26 (Stoddard, Farrar, Neel). Twenty- 
three Ring-necks were in Lake Cola, Orlando. 
Oct. 24, and at the same locality were 12 Ruddy 
Ducks and 20 Lesser Scaups, Nov. 4 (W. M. 
Davidson). 

Vultures——An estimated 500 Turkey Vultures 
were moving southeasterly at considerable height 
over Windley’s Key, Nov. 15 (JW); about 40 
Turkey Vultures passing over lower Key Largo 
during the cold spell were noted on Nov. 26 
(RPA). Numbers of these birds moving south- 
ward over the lower mainland were the occasion 
for remark by persons living in the area. The 
heaviest flight occurred just ahead of the cold 
front. 

Hawks and Owls.—The first Sparrow Hawk re- 
ported from Duval County this fall was seen 
Sept. 24, the earliest returning Bald Eagle near 
the mouth of St. John’s River, Sept. 9 (Gary, 
McKay). Late dates for the pigeon Hawk were 
Nov. 8 at St. Marks Light (Stoddard), and Nov. 
24 at Lake Jackson. Small flights of Marsh 
Hawks were noted at Tavernier, Oct. 13, and 
several more moving southward along Key Largo. 
Nov. 1. Sharp-shinned Hawks in small groups 
were migrating over Tavernier, Oct. 13 (RPA). 
A migrating flock of 14 Ospreys paused to dive 
on a school of mullet along the shore of Planta- 
tion Key, Sept. 29 (JW); a late Osprey was still 
far north in the region at Lake Wiccosukee, Nov. 
6 (Stoddard); a Barn Owl, loc. cit., same date 
(HMS), while another was reported at Florida 
City far south in the region, Oct. 16 (RPA). 

Coots, Gallinules and Rails—Sora Rails, rare 
in fall in north Florida, were heard calling at 
Wakulla Beach, Oct. 21. Late Purple Gallinules 


were around St. Marks Light, Oct. 26 (Stoddard, 
Farrar, Neel). At Rest Beach, Key West, 12 
Am. Coots were present on Nov. 4, but there 
were 85 there on Nov. 28, and 102 by Nov. 29. 
These are unusual numbers for the locality (Mrs. 
Hames). 


Shorebirds—Uncommon were a_ Sanderling, 
and a Stilt Sandpiper at Lake Wiccosukee, Sept. 5 
and Oct. 7 (Stevenson). A Hudsonian Curlew, 
loc. cit., Oct. 26 (Stoddard, Farrar, Neel). Rar- 
ities were Upland Sandpipers flying over at St. 
Marks Light on the evenings of Aug. 14 and Sept. 
6 (HMS); a Wilson’s Phalarope, loc. cit., Sept. 2 
(WC, Cates, HMS); a Buff-breasted Sandpiper at 
Lake Lafayette, Sept. 12 (HMS). An early Wil- 
son’s Snipe was at Lake Lafayette, Sept. 12, and 
a late Pectoral Sandpiper at Tallahassee, Nov. 26 
(HMS); 26 Stilt Sandpipers were perched on 
Mangrove branches in Tavernier Creek, Oct. 27. 
They appeared to be feeding on snails or insects 
(RPA). 

Terns.—Very interesting are records of terns 
during and preceding the hurricane of Sept. 3-4. 
At Key West for about two weeks before the 
storm about 25 Black Terns were seen coming in 
from the outer keys late in the afternoon. The 
observer had not previously seen Black Terns at 
Key West. On Sept. 3, the terns evidently did 
not go out as an estimated 500 of them were in 
the “valley” on the east side of the Island of Key 
West (Frances Hames). A Noddy was picked up 
exhausted at Tavernier, Key Largo, Sept. 3; an- 
other, Sept. 4 (RPA), and a third near the east- 
ern end of Long Key, Sept. 5; two Sooty Terns 
were found on Seven Mile Bridge and Summer- 
land Key, respectively, Sept. 5 (Alex Sprunt IV). 
Five Noddies and four Sooty Terns were sighted 
on the coast near Jacksonville, Sept. 5; the ob- 
servers approached within ten feet of a Sooty 
resting on the Atlantic Beach Pier and got within 
twenty feet of Noddies on the beach (WYG). 
Six Bridled Terns were recorded at Alligator 
Point south of Tallahassee, shortly after a hur- 
ricane had passed to the westward, Aug. 31 
(HMS, Richard West, Edgar Evans). The birds 
were seen at very close range so the white area 
near the nape was quite noticeable. A dead 
Bridled Tern was found on the beach near Jack- 
sonville, Sept. 9 (Gary, Sam Grimes, R. McKay), 
and about 30 Cabot’s Terns were on Jacksonville 
Beach, Nov. 19 (Gary, McKay, John Q. U. 
Thompson). 


Doves, Goatsuckers, Cuckoos—Four White- 
winged Doves were reported from Tavernier, 
Nov. 7 (RPA), and 2, Nov. 20 (JW). The first 
Whip-poor-will and a late Chuck-will’s-widow 
were recorded at Alligator Point, Sept. 7; late 
Yellow-billed Cuckoos were present there, Oct. 21 
(WC, HMS). 

Flycatchers, Swallows.—In the Tallahassee area 
interesting records both early and late were Ver- 
milion Flycatcher, St. Marks Light, Oct. 26 (Stod- 
dard, Farrar, Neel); Gray Kingbird, Dog Island, 
Sept. 18; Eastern Kingbird, Panacea, Oct. 3. At 
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Key West, a Gray Kingbird stayed until Oct. 17, 
while on Sept. 9 an estimated 100 Eastern King- 
birds were present. A Cliff Swallow was seen at 
Lake Wiccosukee, Sept. 5, and at Alligator Point, 
Sept. 7 (WC, HMS). At Hemming Park, Jack- 
sonville, 5000-10,000 Purple Martins roost in the 
late summer and early fall; this year they began 
to decrease in number about Oct. 1, and con- 
tinued to decrease until only 20 remained on 
Oct. 11. Next day the trees in Hemming Park 
were cut down (WYG). 

Brown Creeper, Thrushes, Vireos, Warblers- 
Late dates were a Wood Thrush and Red-eyed 
Vireo, Wakulla County, and a Blue-winged Warb- 
ler, Alligator Point, Oct. 21. The uncommon 
migrants were a Brown Creeper at Lake Munson, 
Oct. 19, and a Gray-cheeked Thrush, Panacea, 
Oct. 3 (HMS). A small group of Yellow-throated 
Warblers appeared at Tavernier, Nov. 21; others 
were seen during the cold spell, Nov. 26 (RPA). 
At Key West an estimated 500 Palm Warblers 
(Western) were present on Oct. 5, and Redstarts 
were most abundant the same date (FH). 

Bobolink, Finches and Sparrows.—A_ female 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak stayed at the home of 
Dr. David Fairchild, Coconut Grove, Oct. 9-I1 
(Brookfield). A Blue Grosbeak was at Dog Is- 
land, Sept. 18 (HMS). At Key West, Bobolinks 
were abundant, Sept. 10; a Painted Bunting was 
found in an illegal trap, Nov. 11; Savannah 
Sparrows appeared in unusual numbers, Nov. 5, 
a flock of 15 were in the flats at Rest Beach, 
Nov. 1! (FH). An Ipswich Sparrow was ob- 
served on the dunes at Fort Clunch State Park, 
north of Amelia Island, Nov. 26 (R. G. Kuerzi). 
—CHARLES M. BROOKFIELD, National Audubon 
Society, 13 McAllister Arcade, Miami, Fla. 


ONTARIO—WESTERN NEW YORK REGION. 
—For an area which extends from below Lake 
Erie to Hudson Bay and 1000 miles from east 
to west (although 
only half is shown 
on the accompany- 
ing map!), it is im- 
possible to give any 
weather summary 
which would be 
applicable to the 
whole. August, for 
instance, while nor- 
mal in the Toronto- 
Buffalo section, was 
the coldest in 40 
years in the section 
at the top edge of 
the map, and “mis- 
erable” at the head 
of Lake Superior. 
September, on the other hand, was dry and 
sunny at the lakehead but normal at Buffalo. 
October and November, strange to say, were uni- 
formly seasonable throughout the region. Four 
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“freakish” phenomena require mention. The 
earliest snowfall in 100 years in the area within 
30 miles of Toronto occurred on Sept. 23, when 
it snowed for an hour at Schomberg. On the 
day following, a wide area of eastern Canada 
and the United States was enveloped in an eerie, 
yellowish “blackout,” caused by smoke which had 
been borne on a strong west wind from forest 
fires burning in Alberta. Reaching the lower 
Great Lakes, 2000 miles and 40 hours from its 
source, shortly after noon, the ominous-looking 
skies necessitated the lighting of street-lamps, 
and the switching on of floodlights during an 
afternoon baseball game in progress in Cleve- 
land. At Buffalo, C. S. Beardslee reported small 
birds going to roost, and H. Axtell and B. Nathan 
saw Black-crowned Night Herons descending on 
the Niagara River to feed, many hours earlier 
than usual. In southern Ontario, the “smog” 
was reported to have grounded, or thrown off 
course, flocks of Snow and Blue Geese migrat- 
ing through the area, for some _ unexplained 
reason, at that unprecedently early date. On the 
following day (Sept. 25), the “smog” reached 
the Atlantic, and later, ‘tis said, the British 
Isles! Third freak in the weather occurred on 
Nov. I, when a warm front, which had orig- 
inated in Arizona, sent Toronto thermometers 
up to 75° to create a record high for the month 
for 100 years. The outstanding weather phenom- 
enon occurred, however, during the closing days 
of the season, when winds of hurricane-plus 
force raged across Lake Ontario from the north- 
east during the night of Nov. 24 and throughout 
most of the 25th (in gusts, 81 m.p.h. at Ottawa 
and 85 m.p.h. at Hamilton). This storm, which 
had its origin at sea off the Carolinas on the 
24th, sent rain, strong winds and high tides onto 
the coasts of eastern New York and New Jersey 
(105 m.p.h. at Long Island) and swept through 
Maine, Vermont, and up the St. Lawrence val- 
ley in a great counter-clockwise circle. Swinging 
down - into southern Ontario and the region 
south of Lake Erie, it dumped heavy snows 
over a wide area (Caledon, Ont., 36 inches; 
Erie, Pa.. 28 inches) during the 24th, 25th and 
26th, before it finally petered out on the last- 
mentioned date in Tennessee and _ northern 
Georgia. A movement of sea-birds. principally 
Briinnich’s Murres, into the fresh waters of the 
upper St. Lawrence and Ottawa Rivers, and into 
Lake Ontario (the first such flight of any mag- 
nitude since Dec. 1907) followed this storm. 


Grebes, Gannets, Herons——An extremely rare 
sight for Toronto was a western Grebe in the 
Eastern Gap, Nov. 8 (F. Smith). Three Gannets 
were reported: an immature in Prince Edward 
County, Ont., late in October (H. G. Lumsden); 
and an immature and an adult flying west at 
Toronto during the height of the blow, Nov. 25 
(G. Lambert). Am. Egrets were not present in any 
great numbers, although C. J. Spiker saw 36 
through September at the Montezuma Wildlife 
Refuge in western New York. A northern rec- 
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ord for the Green Heron, confirming an earlier 
one for the same area on May 20, 1945 (L. 
deK. Lawrence), was submitted by W. Brockner 
and A. Tulinoff. They saw one at Pimisi Bay, 
near North Bay, July 2. Toronto’s Black-crowned 
Night Heronry at Mugg’s Island (10 pairs, 1949) 
grew to 110 nests this year (F. Smith). And the 
fourth Ontario Wood Ibis, and the first for 
Hamilton, was observed there by W. E. Hurl- 
burt, Nov. 9. Previous records were from Sim- 
coe, Sarnia and Apple Hill. 

Geese—Two large flocks of Brant were re- 
ported: 600 at Rochester, Oct. 22 (A. J. Wright, 
R. Andrle) and 400 at Ottawa, Oct. 27 (fide 
F. Bodsworth). The southward flight of Blue 
Geese (with some Snow Geese) from James 
Bay. was more prolonged than usual. First wave 
reached southern Ontario, Sept. 14 (flock of 9 
Blues going south, high, over Toronto, D. Scov- 
ell), and within the next 10 days other flocks. 
mostly Blues, with some Snows, passed over 
Manitoulin, Walpole Island, Streetsville and 
Westhill. One Blue and 3 Snows were reported 
west of Rochester, Oct. 8, by D. J. Gamble. 
Second wave came on the Canadian Thanksgiv- 
ing Day, Oct. 9, when flocks were observed pass- 
ing south over Restoule Lake (P. Harrington), 
the Holland River marsh (C. H. D. Clarke), 
Whitby (D. and M. West) and Oshawa (G. A. 
Scott). The Whitby flock, 8 Blues, turned east 
when reaching Lake Ontario. Heaviest move- 
ment occurred between Oct. 14 and 23. On the 
14th, 125 Blues went west over the Welland 
River, near Niagara Falls (A. R. Muma); on 
the 15th, 200 mixed went over Hamilton Bay 
(J. Sherrin); on the 17th, R. W. Trowern saw 
125 Blues and 6 Snows settled at New Liskeard, 
north of North Bay; on the 20th, they were 
passing over Gore Bay all night long, in flocks 
of up to 500 birds, which were all over the 
fields on the 2Ist, and all gone by the 22nd 
(W. Ritching); and on the 22nd, several small 
flocks of Blues went south over Toronto (R. 
Scovell, F. Mueller, A. Buckle). 

Ducks to Turkeys.—A large concentration of 
Ruddy Ducks (400) was reported by Lenna at 
Chautauqua Lake, south of Buffalo, Oct. 15. 
Brockner and Tulinoff came up with what may 
be the most northerly breedig of the Wood 
Duck at Pimisi Bay, July 2 (female with 8 to 
12 young). The Ring-necked Pheasant shoot at 
Pelee Island (4 days in late October) created 
a new record—25,700 shot, two-thirds of the 
estimated population—almost double the 1949 
bag (A. W. Stokes). Two flocks of wild Turkeys 
were reported in Alleghany State Park, south of 
Rochester (fide E. L. Seeber), and the birds 
bred for the second consecutive summer since 
they were reintroduced into Ontario at Smith’s 
Lake, Lambton Co. (2 adults with 14 young in 
September, O. Melick). The Ontario birds had 
been brought from Pennsylvania and those in 
Allegany State Park were presumed to have 
wandered across the Pennsylvania border with- 
out man’s help. 





Cranes—The bulge in Walkinshaw’s map 
depicting the breeding range of the Sandhill 
Crane (eliminating the vast area of northern 
Ontario) maybe more apparent than real. This 
year, at any rate, 3 records from that area, sug- 
gestive of breeding, have come to hand: 7 seen 
on May 9 at the junction of the Asheweig and 
Winisk Rivers by A. Elsey. (Indians told him 
the cranes nested there); 2 seen on June 24 at 
Wawa Lakes, between Kapuskasing and Moos- 
onee by A. S. Hawkins; and 2 noted from late 
June through August at Nikip Lake, east of Big 
Sandy Lake, by A. Cringan. 

Shorebirds, Jaegers—A near-winter observation 
of a Ringed Plover was made at Toronto, Nov. 
21 (R. D. Ussher, D. S. Miller, A. G. Helmsley) 
and J. D. and J. M. Goodman reported 175 
Killdeer on the shore of Lake Huron at Gode- 
rich, Sept. 10. Four Buff-breasted Sandpipers 
were identified: on Aug. 27 west of Rochester 
(G. Leubner); on Aug. 30 at Toronto (B. Foster, 
G. Francis); on Sept. 9 and 10 at Prendergast 
Point,, extreme western New York (Lenna); and 
on Sept. 13 at Chautauqua Lake (R. E. Cook). 
The Marbled Godwit was seen twice near Ro- 
chester, Aug. 19 and Oct. 7 (Seeber, R. Byron, 
R. O’Hara, et al.) and the Hudsonian Godwit 
west of Rochester from Aug. 17 to 19 (fide 
O’Hara), at Pymatuning Lake, Pa., Sept. 12 
(R. E. Cook) and at Oshawa, Oct. 9 (Scott). 
A Pomarine Jaeger was present at Hamitlon 
from Oct. 8 to 22, and perhaps longer (G. W. 
North). 


Gulls—An unusually large concentration of 
Great Black-backed Gulls (30) for Lake Erie 
was noted at Port Maitland, Ont., Nov. 14 (M. 
Gampp, Andrle, Gamble). A thriving colony of 
Ring-billed Gulls at the east end of Lake Ontario 
was visited during the summer by J. B. Belknap 
(about 18,000 nests) on Little Galloo Island, off 
Henderson Harbor, N. Y. The presence of 4 
Laughing Gulls and a Black-legged Kittiwake on 
the Ontario side of Lake Ontario was attributed 
to the great “blow” from the Atlantic, Nov. 24 
and 25. The Kittiwake was at Hamilton, Nov. 
26 (North), and the Laughing Gull (2) at King- 
ston, Nov. 25 (G. M. Stirrett), Hamilton, Nov. 
26 (North), and Collins’ Bay, Nov. 28 (Stir- 
rett). First identified in Ontario (or anywhere 
else in Canada, for that matter) in 1930, the 
Little Gull has become, or proved to be, a rare 
but regular associate of Bonaparte’s Gull at Nia- 
gara, Hamilton and Toronto (as well as at Ro- 
chester and Buffalo). One collected at Toronto 
this season, Oct. 4 (C. E. Hope) marked the 
first Canadian specimen. 

Auks—The fourth Ontario record of the 
Razor-billed Auk came to light this season: one 
taken in the Rideau Lakes, Oct. 14, and placed 
in the National Museum of Canada (fide A. C. 
Brooks). 

Murres—The spectacular influx of Briinnich’s 
Murres following the storm from the’ Atlantic 
of Nov. 24 and 25, was definitely the highlight of 
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the season in this area. From all appearances, the 
birds were picked up at sea or in the air and 
started up the St. Lawrence valley by the force 
of the storm, to continue up into fresh water 
by their own volition. At any rate, none 
was reported at Montreal until the 26th, by 
which date the storm had passed south of Lake 
Erie. On the 28th, some murres were shot by 
duck hunters between Gananoque and Bath, a 
large flock was seen at Oshawa, and W. W. H. 
Gunn and North counted 140 between Port 
Credit and Burlington, mostly flying west in 
small flocks. On the 29th some were seen at 
Keswick, Lake Simcoe, and. one was observed at 
Niagara Falls. Numbers of them flew up the 
Ottawa River instead of entering Lake Ontario, 
one bird even reaching Matheson, 150 miles 
north of North Bay (picked up on the 30th, fide 
Boothby). Further details on this flight must 
await the winter report. 


Owls.—A rather heavy “echo” flight of Snowy 
Owls, head of Superior (20 records from Oct. 16 
to the end of the season) spread down into the 
lower parts of this region only in relatively small 
numbers, reaching Manitoulin, Oct. 21; New- 
castle, Oct. 27; Ottawa, Oct. 28; and Toronto, 
Oct. 29. First Hamilton and Buffalo dates came 
in November. A flight of Great Gray Owls 
seemed to be developing in the north during 
October, a number of records coming in from 
the Lakehead as well as from the area around 
and south of New Liskeard, north of North Bay. 


Hummingbirds to Jays—An example of a suc- 


cessful Ruby-throated Hummingbird feeding- 
station comes from Fonthill, in the Niagara 
Peninsula of Ontario, where Mrs. Gertrude 


Selby had 9 feeders operating, and 13 nests, 
within 150 yards of her home when visited by 
Dr. R. M. Saunders, Aug. 1. A mild invasion 
of Arctic Woodpeckers reached the Toronto Re- 
gion and there were at least 5 individuals pres- 
ent between Oct. 21 and Nov. 12. Small bands 
of Blue Jays, totaling 2000 birds, passed J. 
Whitlock’s home at Sleepy Hollow, near 
Chatham, Ont., Oct. 8, “on their way over the 
lake” (fide H. B. Wressell). 


Warblers, Finches—Two August observations 
of the Prothonotary Warbler are of interest: one 
on the 18th at Jamestown, extreme western 
New York, by Sundell, et al. (considered very 
late), and the other at West Ferris, near North 
Bay, Ont., Aug. 17, by H. Petty (fide Lawrence). 
The latter marks a new northerly observation of 
the species. A Kentucky Warbler at Buffalo, 
Oct. 1, was both rare and late (Nathan). No 
season, or seasons, within the ornithological 
memory of your contributor (30 years) has pro- 
duced such an irruption of crossbills (mostly 
Reds, but with a good sprinkling of White-wings) 
as the past summer and autumn. An abundant 
crop of hemlock and other cones (commented 
upon by several observers) may have been a 
contributing factor. Despite the fact that the 
crossbills were widespread and prevalent through- 
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out practically the whole of Ontario, practical- 
ly none was reported south of the province 
(exception: a flock of 15 Reds at Saranac Lake, 
N. Y., Aug. 24, J. M. and D. H. Speirs). The 
Red Crossbills reached Lake Ontario on Aug. 
22 (Newscastle) but before that, they were 
quite common (including many White-wings) 
in the Parry Sound—Muskoka—Algonquin Park 
—Peterborough—Haliburton belt of the prov- 
ince. A new northerly breeding-station for the 
Eastern Towhee was established at West Ferris, 
near North Bay (adult and immature, Aug. 11 
to 12, H. Petty, fide Lawrence) and the initial 
specimen of Oregon Juneo for the Lakehead 
was picked up on Oct. 10 by Marion Smut (fide 
A. E. Allin). A near-winter Fox Sparrow (Nov. 
30) was seen at Kleinburg, near Toronto, by 
L. Sinclair, and a rare sight for the north shore 
of Lake Ontario was the Harris’s Sparrow seen 
by W. H. Lunn at Hillier, Oct. 7 to 9.—JAMEs 
L. BaiLLiE, Royal Ontatrio Museum of Zoology, 
100 Queen’s Park, Toronto, Ontario. 


APPALACHIAN REGION.—The autumnal sea- 
son in the Appalachian Region began with a series 
of cool, cloudy days and nights and these condi- 
tions prevailed generally until 
early November. Killing frost 
came to many localities at later 
than average dates. At Morgan- 
town, W. Va., the first such frost 
was on the morning of Nov. 4, a 
departure from the average of 
such dates of over a month. 
There were few pronounced 
weather changes during this pe- 
riod, and few pronounced waves 
of migrating birds. Most species 
drifted through, widely dispersed 
and giving the impression that 
migrants were scarce. 

Cold stormy days in early No- 
vember brought substantial flights 
of waterfowl. Beginning on Nov. 
24, the region was lashed by heavy winds and a 
snowstorm which set all-time records at many 
points. Pittsburgh and Morgantown officially re- 
corded 41 inches of snow in three days. At points 
in central West Virginia snow fell to a depth of 
46 inches. In much of the region snow has been 
continuously on the ground up until Dec. 14. 

The year has been one of heavy precipitation. 
At Pittsburgh the excess for the year has amount- 
ed to almost 12 inches. Weather conditions have 
combined to produce one of the heaviest crops 
of wildlife food on record. Practically all species 
of nut and fruit-bearing trees and shrubs bore 
bumper crops. This led to such a wide dispersal 
of resident game birds that kills of Ruffed 
Grouse, Bob-white, and wild Turkey were unusu- 
ally light. Even in the heavy snow of late No- 
vember, birds and other wildlife seemingly found 
adequate supplies of wild grapes, poke berries, 
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acorns and beechnuts, and other wild food. In 
any ordinary year we would have expected the 
deep snow practically to wipe out Bob-white pop- 
ulations in the territory covered, but this has 
seemingly not been the case. Many reports of 
coveys seen have come in since the storm. 

Open weather seemingly caused many species 
to linger northward far beyond their usual times 
of departure. Records will be noted under dis- 
cussion of species below. The Appalachian Region 
witnessed one of those regrettable accidents to 
migrating birds which seem to recur at irregular 
intervals. On the night of Sept. 17, in dense fog, 
many migrants were killed at Bluffs Lodge, 
Doughton Park, Blue Ridge Parkway, Va. This 
area is near Roanoke, at the crest of the Blue 
Ridge. On the next morning, Park Ranger Wil- 
liam G. Lord picked up 165 dead birds, repre- 
senting 23 species. These included 40 Olive- 
backed Thrushes, 37 Oven-birds, and 9 Northern 
Water-thrushes. One Yellow-bellied Flycatcher, 
a local rarity, was included. Thirteen species of 
warblers were found, and the list included four 
species of thrushes. Ranger Lord believes that 
the total mortality was considerably higher. 


Loons through Herons—A Common Loon seen 
at Deep Creek Lake, Garrett Co., Md. (Chandler 
S. Robbins), on Sept. 16 is an early record for 
the region. Common Loons appeared in small 
numbers throughout the territory at later dates, 
but there were no large flocks reported. No Red- 
throated Loons were recorded this season. Grebes 
also were not spectacular in their flights. We had 
no large flocks of Pied-bills this season, although 
such flocks have been a feature of previous au- 
tumns. A Horned Grebe on Nov. 11 at Silver 
Lake, Rockingham Co., Va. (Max Carpenter) is 
the first one seen there in four years. J. C. Howell 
reported the same species, a local rarity, in An- 
derson County, Tenn., on Nov. 5, and in Knox 
County, Tenn., on Nov. 12. 


A few scattered reports of Double-crested Cor- 
morants came from northeastern Ohio. Great 
Blue Herons were unusually abundant all fall, 
with numbers still present in Ohio on Nov. 10. 
A Snowy Egret near Saltville, Va. (S. M. Russell), 
is the first record for this species from south- 
western Virginia. 

Swans, Geese and Ducks.—Whistling Swans 
were below their usual numbers in northeastern 
Ohio. An immature bird of this species on a 
pond near State College, Pa., on Nov. 4-12 (Wil- 
liam S. Clarke, Jr.) was unusual for the locality. 
This was a banner year for geese in the Appa- 
lachian Region. Canada Geese were more abun- 
dant, in larger flocks, and more widely dispersed 
than for many years past. The first heavy flight 
day was Oct. 14, with a second one on Nov. 4, 
and a third during the heavy snow on Nov. 26. 
Near Parsons, Tucker Co., W. Va., a flock of 150 
Blue Geese and 3 Snow Geese was reported on 
Oct. 14 (W. R. DeGarmo). A Blue Goose was 
killed near Parsons on Oct. 20. On Nov. 4 a 
flock of 14 Snow Geese flew across the campus 


of West Virginia University, Morgantown. In 
northeastern Ohio, Blue and Snow Geese (pre- 
dominantly the former) were seen on eight occa- 
sions in flocks of 40 to 80 (Vincent McLaughlin). 
A single Brant appeared on Evans Lake, Ohio, 
on Nov. 4, and remained until Nov. 7. This local 
rarity was observed by many persons. McLaugh- 
lin, who reported it, stated that it spent most of 
its time feeding with Baldpates, and that it seemed 
to avoid a large flock of Canadas close by. 


There was a good flight of dabbling ducks, save 
in southwestern Virginia and Tennessee, with 
Green-winged Teal especially common throughout 
the region. Diving ducks have, however, gen- 
erally been scarce. An Old-squaw at State Col- 
lege, Pa. (Clarke), on Nov. 4, is one of their few 
local records for the species. There were a few 
large flocks of Ruddy Ducks in the region. All 
mergansers, save Hooded, were remarkably scarce. 
A Surf Scoter seen by J. C. Howell in Anderson 
County, Tenn., on Nov. 5 is a state record for 
this species. 

Hawks.—For the past few seasons a concerted 
effort has been made to observe hawk flights 
along the Allegheny ridges in western Maryland 
and West Virginia. This fall observations were 
extended into southwestern Virginia, western 
North Carolina, and eastern Tennessee. Sample 
day counts at various stations are as follows: 


On Sept. 16 counts at seven stations in western 
Maryland gave 1590 hawks, and on the 17th 11 
stations had a total of 1871 (CSR). On Sept. 24 
1507 hawks were counted at Monument Knob, 
Md. (E. G. Baldwin). As late as Nov. 5, ob- 
servers at Monument Knob counted 242 hawks. 
Among counts in West Virginia, Robert Wingard 
and David Gilpin counted 1030 hawks at North 
Mountain Tower, Berkeley Co., on Sept. 17. This 
count included 988 Broad-wings, 1 Goshawk 
(seen at close range), 5 Cooper’s, 21 Red-tailed, 
2 Red-shouldered, 4 Bald Eagles, 4 Ospreys, 1 
Pigeon Hawk, and 4 unidentified. On the same 
day Hans Uhlig counted 954 hawks on Allegheny 
Front, Grant-Tucker Counties. Near Mace, Poca- 
hontas County, W. Va., on Sept. 23, DeGarmo 
counted 50 Sharp-shinned, 5 Cooper's, 8 Red- 
tailed, 4 Red-shouldered, 576 Broad-winged, 2 
Bald Eagles, 8 Ospreys, 1 Peregrine Falcon, 1 
Pigeon Hawk, 2 Sparrow Hawks, 2 unidentified. 


In southwestern Virginia (Mount Rogers and 
Hayter’s Knob), Russell recorded 627 Broad- 
wings on Sept. 23, 371 on Sept. 24, and 279 
on Sept. 26. Howell reported that over 4000 
Broad-wings were counted near Asheville, N. C., 
on Sept. 24. Golden Eagles have been present 
in unusual numbers. Between Sept. 17 and Nov. 
5, E. S. Frey, Baldwin, Robbins and other ob- 
servers counted 22 individuals at their Pennsyl- 
vania and Maryland stations. Peregrine Falcons 
and Pigeon Hawks also seem unusually numerous. 
Merrill Wood reported that an adult male Pigeon 
Hawk was picked up alive at State College, Pa., 
on Oct. 9. There was only one previous sight 
record for this species in the locality. 
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Grouse through Pigeons.— Rock Partridges 
(Chukar), introduced into the West Virginia 
mountains last year, have, in some instances at 
least, produced young this year. Robbins re- 
ported his first Ring-necked Pheasant from south- 
ern Garrett County, Md., on Sept. 17. Ruffed 
Grouse, Bob-whites, and wild Turkeys seem to 
have had a good year. John Mullins reported 
that Turkeys are increasing their range in Penn- 
sylvania. 

McLaughlin refers to a “rail convention” at 
the south end of Pine Lake, Ohio, during late 
September and early October. Am. Coots were 
locally abundant. Both Black-bellied and Golden 
Plovers were present in good numbers in north- 
eastern Ohio. A Golden Plover at State College, 
Pa. (Clarke), on Nov. 10, is only the second rec- 
ord for this species from the locality. Most shore- 
birds were in usual numbers in Ohio, but were 
scarce throughout much of the region. Ohio rec- 
ords of note are: Hudsonian Godwit, Oct. 1 
(McLaughin); Marbled Godwit, Sept. 28 (Dres- 
sel); Knot, Nov. 10 (McLaughlin); 6 Western 
Willets at Salem, Oct. 23 (Marshall); 40 White- 
rumped Sandpipers, Oct. 8 (Heimerdinger); Am. 
Avocet, Pymatuning Lake, Ohio, Sept. 22-24 
(John Lieftnick). Stilt Sandpipers, locally rare, 
were seen by Russell at Saltville, Va., on Sept. 3 
and Sept. 7. The same observer found a Wilson’s 
Phalarope at Saltville on Aug. 23; this is the first 
local record for the species. 

Large flocks of Herring Gulls appeared at 
Morgantown, W. Va., on Nov. 4 and 5. A Cas- 
pian Tern on the Kanawha River, near Charles- 
ton, W. Va., on Nov. 25 (Charles O. Handley) is 
one of the few West Virginia records for this 
species. 

Cuckoos through Woodpeckers—Cuckoos of 
both local species, notably uncommon during the 
summer, became abundant during fall migration. 
W. C. Legg found many at Mt. Lookout, W. Va., 
during early September. The second-brood Com- 
mon Nighthawk nest under observation by Ralph 
Edeburn at Huntington, W. Va. (reported in the 
last issue of Audubon Field Notes) was robbed 
about Sept. 13, when the remaining young bird 
was still unable to fly. There was an average 
flight of nighthawks throughout the Appalachian 
Region. Due perhaps to the lateness of killing 
frosts, Ruby-throated Hummingbirds _ lingered 
much later than usual. On Oct. 27 a male was 
still visiting flowers in my garden at Morgantown. 

Passerine Birds—A Kingbird at State College, 
Pa. (reported by Pauline Monz), on Oct. 1, is 
a late record for the. locality. DeGarmo found 
an Olive-sided Flycatcher (unusual for the re- 
gion) at Beverly, W. Va., on Sept. 15. Robbins 
and DeGarmo agree that Ravens are becoming 
more numerous on Allegheny Ridges of Mary- 
land and West Virginia. Red-breasted Nuthatches 
were particularly common in the fall in Randolph 
County, W. Va. (DeGarmo), but they have not 
appeared at many places in the region. A Caro- 
lina Wren at State College, Pa., in late October 
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(Ward D. Sharp) is unusual. Two Short-billed 
Marsh Wrens, local rarities, were reported from 
Knoxville, Tenn., on Oct. 2 by J. C. Howell. 
Robins appeared in very large flocks during the 
heavy snow of late November in central West 
Virginia. An Olive-backed Thrush at Cooper's 
Rock State Forest, W. Va., on Nov. 7 is a late 
local record (DeGarmo). Ruby-crowned King- 
lets were unusually abundant throughout. Two 
Loggerhead (Migrant) Shrikes at State College, 
Pa., on Aug. 26 (Alfred Smalley) were unusual. 
A Solitary Vireo at Abingdon, Va., on Oct. 22 
(Russell) is the latest local record for the species. 


There were few pronounced “waves” of wood 
warblers, although a flight of 267 Tennessee Warb- 
lers over Mt. Rogers, Va. (elevation 5700 feet), 
on Sept. 24 was reported by Russell. Myrtle War- 
blers, usually rare or absent in December at Mor- 
gantown, were reported by Marion Hundley as 
fairly common. A remarkable record was an adult 
male Chestnut-sided Warbler observed by Ruth 
Strosnider at a feeding shelf near Morgantown 
during the heavy snow of Nov. 24. The bird lit 
on a window shelf, and was observed for several 
days. Cape May and Palm Warblers were locally 
abundant in West Virginia during the fall. A fe- 
male Redstart seen by J. J. Murray at Lexington, 
Va., on Nov. 13, was six weeks later than any pre- 
viously recorded occurrence of the species in the 
locality. Late Warbler dates from southwestern 
Virginia, as reported by Russell, are: Magnolia 
Warbler, Oct. 22; Black-throated Blue Warbler, 
Oct. 15; Black-throated Green Warbler, Oct. 15. 

Two flocks of Pine Siskins were noted by De- 
Garmo in Tucker County, W. Va., on Nov. 15. 
Carpenter saw 5 Red Crossbills at Deerfield, Va., 
on Nov. 20. A Sharp-tailed Sparrow at Abingdon, 
Va., on Oct. 7 (Russell) is the second record for 
the locality. White-throated Sparrows, which do 
not normally winter at Morgantown, were still 
present at Marion Hundley’s feeding and banding 
stations on Dec. 14, despite the heavy snows. For 
the third straight year, Alexander Wetmore found 
Snow Buntings at Big Meadows in the Shenan- 
doah National Park, Va., in November.—MAuvuRICE 
Brooks, Division of Forestry, West Virginia Uni- 
versity, Morgantown, W. Va. 





WESTERN GREAT LAKES REGION.—The sea- 
son was one of erratic climatic conditions except 
for a general lack of rainfall. Frost covered the 
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of the region as 
early as Aug. 
20; at the same 
} time the Min- 
neapolis Wea- 
ther Bureau re- 
ported a record 
low for August 











tember and Oc- 
of 40°. Sep- 
tober were extremely mild, with records for high 





» 








a ne Ah oh Ct 2 ee 














temperatures reported for Oct. 18, 30 and 31. 
On the latter date a record high of 83° was 
reached. November was colder than usual with a 
severe cold snap on the 11th and a cold wave on 
the 23rd, when temperatures dropped 45° in less 
than 24 hours, and northwest winds reached a 
velocity of 35 m.p.m. This may account for some 
unusual records discussed later. 


Loons and Grebes——At Nisswa, Crow Wing 
Co., Minn., the last Common Loon was seen on 
Nov. 10 (Marvin Wass) and near St. Paul the 
last one was seen, Nov. 11 (A. C. Rosenwinkel). 
The last date recorded in Dr. Roberts’ “Birds of 
Minnesota” is Nov. 2. Pied-billed Grebes were 
recorded at Nisswa as late as Nov. 5. They were 
still numerous in mid-November in the Kalama- 
zoo, Mich., area where they had a very success- 
ful nesting season (Mrs. Gladys Hall). 

Egrets.——In all three states the post-breeding 
northward movement of egrets was less marked 
than last year. In Jackson Co., Mich., an Am. 
Egret was seen on Sept. 10; 19 were seen on Sept. 
30, and 2 on Oct. 1 (Lawrence Walkinshaw). 
In Wisconsin most flocks were small, although 
one at Waterloo consisted of 250 birds (N. R. 
Berger, et al.). In that state the northern limits 
of their movements were reached at Chippewa 
Co., where one was seen on Aug. 27 (Mary Don- 
ald), and Oconto Co., where they were present 
from Sept. 3 to 23 (Carl Richter). In Minne- 
sota, Am. Egrets reached their northernmost 
limits near Stillwater, Washington Co. (Forrest 
Lee). Two Snowy Egrets were reported near 
Milwaukee, Wis., on Aug. 4 and 5 (Mrs. A. P. 
Balsom, ef al.). 


Waterfowl—A few observers reported no in- 
crease in the numbers of waterfowl migrating 
through their areas, but most noted a slight in- 
crease. Last year’s massed flight of Blue and 
Snow Geese was not repeated, but many small 
groups, most of which came through between Oct. 
10 and 24, were observed. At Mud Lake Na- 
tional Wildlife Refuge near Holt, Minn., where 
last year they were so numerous as to almost 
cover the entire area, the peak concentration con- 
sisted of 300 Snows and 250 Blues (Lloyd H. 
Mangus). At Seney National Wildlife Refuge. 
Germfask, Mich., the Blues and Snows passed 
through more quickly and in more normal fash- 
ion than they did last fall. A peak of 30,000 was 
reached on Oct. 22 (C. J. Henry). On the same 
date at Seney, the peak of the duck flight oc- 
curred, with Black Ducks and Wood Ducks in 
good numbers, Ring-necked Ducks in fair num- 
bers, Am. Golden-eyes and Buffle-heads scarce, 
and only one record each of Pintail and Red- 
head. At the Mud Lake National Wildlife Refuge 
in Minnesota, Mallard, Blue-winged Teal, Am. 
Widgeon and Gadwall, in that order, made up 
the bulk of the numbers. Two Surf Scoters were 
reported from as far south as Freeborn Co.., 
Minn., on Oct. 25 (Robert Meyers). 


Hawks and Owls.—At Cedar Grove, Sheboygan 
Co., Wis. (an unusually good point to observe 


hawk migrations), 125 hawks, mostly Sharp-shins, 
were noted in a 2-hour period on Oct. 3 (S. D. 
Robbins), and 357 were seen on Oct. 12 (Mrs. 
F. L. Larkin and Mary Donald). At the Mud 
Lake Refuge in Minnesota, 35 to 40 Rough-legs 
were seen between Sept. 26 and Oct. 2 (Mangus). 
Fourteen Turkey Vultures were noted at roost in 
Jackson Co., Mich., Oct. 1 (Walkinshaw). A 
white-phased Gyrfalcon was found dead near a 
Muskrat house on Rat Root Lake, near Inter- 
national Falls, Minn., on Nov. 3 (Lester Magnus). 
Snowy Owls were frequently reported. At the 
Minnesota Museum, 14 reports have been received 
to date, exactly the same number as last year, 
but observations elsewhere have been less fre- 
quent on this year’s migration. At Zilwaukee, 
Mich., they were seen on Nov. 11 and 18 (Eu- 
gene Kenaga). 


Gallinaceous Birds—A comprehensive report 
from the Minnesota Conservation Department 
showed a general decline of Ruffed Grouse pop- 
ulations, but a few “islands” of good grouse pop- 
ulations remained. 


Cranes——Near Princeton, Green Co., Wis., 
flocks of about 200 Sandhill Cranes were seen as 
late as Oct. 8 (Donna Heuermann, ef al.), and 
small flocks were seen at Babcock throughout 
October (Wallace Grange). The last date they 
were seen at Baker Sanctuary, Calhoun Co., 
Mich., was Nov. 11 (Walkinshaw). 

Shorebirds, Terns, and Alcids——The continued 
lack of moisture caused the disappearance of 
many mud flats where observers watch for shore- 
birds each fall. Mr. Kenaga reflected the views 
of most observers when he wrote, “the most 
shocking absence of shorebirds was unprecedented 
in my observations.” However, some interesting 
observations were made. One Golden Plover 
and 3 Black-bellied were seen near Duluth, Minn., 
on Sept. 1 (H. Gunderson and O. Rustad). 
These remained for some time and were seen by 
many people. Hudsonian Curlews were observed 
at Milwaukee, Wis., 1 on Aug. 11 and 2 on Aug. 
27 (Larkin, et al.). The courtship display of the 
Pectoral Sandpiper (so graphically described by 
Dr. E. W. Nelson, as quoted by Bent), was ob- 
served by Mrs. Hall in Michigan, the latter part 
of October. Dowitchers were seen in Wisconsin 
in Outgamie Co., Sept. 23 (Mrs. W. E. Rogers); 
at Mazomanie, Dane Co., July 23, and at Middle- 
ton, also Dane Co., Aug. 23 and 24 (Robbins); 
and in Kenosha Co., on Oct. 16 to 29 (Mrs. How- 
ard Higgins). Stilt Sandpipers which normally 
migrate either west of this region or along the 
Atlantic Coast were reported from all three states, 
and one taken in Macomb Co., Mich., on Sept. 
2 (Douglas Middleton) is now at the University 
of Michigan Museum of Zoology. Caspian Terns, 
vagrants in Minnesota were seen in Crow Wing 
County, on Sept 17 and Oct. 10 (Wass). The 
storm which reached this region on Nov. 22 may 
have been responsible for the presence of two 
unusual species, a Briinnich’s Murre and an An- 
cient Murrelet. The Briinnich’s Murre was found 


17 











on a road in Oakland Co., Mich., on Nov. 29 by 
Hessel Tenhave. It was retained in temporary 
captivity at the Cranbrook Institute by Walter 
Nickell. This is the first Michigan record since 
1907. The Ancient Murrelet was caught in a 
Bullhead net beneath the ice at Little Cut Foot 
Sioux Lake in Itasca Co., Minn., on Nov. 22 
(Larry Dibble.) It is now a specimen at the 
Minnesota Museum. The only previous Minnesota 
record for this species was one shot on Nov. 5, 
1905 in McLeod County. 


Woodpeckers.—Arctic Woodpeckers were fre- 
quently seen this fall near Nisswa, Crow Wing 
Co., Minn. (Wass), and one was reported again 
this fall as far south as Lake Vadnais, near St. 
Paul, Minn., on Nov. 8 (A. C. Rosenwinkel). 


Perching birds—The mild weather of early fall 
caused the migration to be less concentrated than 
normal and a few migrants to linger later than 
usual. In Crow Wing Co., Minn., the flycatchers 
and swallows had left by the middle of September 
(Wass), but in Stearns Co., Purple Martins were 
seen as late as Oct. 7 (Whitney Eastman). At 
Detroit, Mich., there was a complete lack of ob- 
servations for the Red-breasted Nuthatch during 
the fall period, as opposed to about a hundred 
individuals seen last fall by 25 observers between 
Aug. 20 to Nov. 9 (Detroit Audubon Society). 
Evidently the warblers migrated during early Sep- 
tember, as usual. A “wave” was noted during 
early September at Detroit, Mich. (K. H. Sander- 
son). Some last dates for watblers at Midland 
Mich., were as follows: Tennessee, Sept. 16; Nash- 
ville, Sept. 11; Cape May, Sept. 11; and Am. 
Redstart, Sept. 7 (Kenaga). In southern Wiscon- 
sin the first migrant warblers were seen on Aug. 
23— on schedule (Robbins). Redpolls were seen 
at Cedar Grove, Wis., on Nov. 5 (Helmuth 
Mueller). At Nisswa, Minn., Red Crossbills were 
the most common birds seen between mid-Oc- 
tober and Dec. 1 (Wass). White-throated Spar- 
rows were still being trapped on Nov. 1 near 
Detroit, Mich., while normally the last date is 
about Oct. 20 (Nickell). Two Red Crossbills 
with extremely large bills were received at the 
Minnesota Museum. These had flown into a win- 
dow in south Minneapolis on Nov. 14 (Ronald 
McLaughlin).—Harvey L. GUNDERSON, Minne- 
sota Museum of Natural History, Minneapolis, 
Minn. 





ARE YOU planning to take a 
Breeding Bird Census this sum- 
mer? 














MIDDLEWESTERN PRAIRIE REGION.—This 
was a period of extremes in weather. The fall 


migration began with the streams and lakes high 
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as a result of 
the heavy rains 
of the spring 
and summer. 
Then in the 
western part of 
the region the 
rains stopped, 
but farther east 
they continued. 
In Ohio. by 
early December the rainfall already had exceeded 
that for any previous year. October was the 
warmest in history, marshes froze early in No- 
vember, and an unprecedented heat wave just 
before Thanksgiving was followed immediately by 
a severe blizzard and the heaviest snowfall ever 
recorded in eastern Ohio. 

Since the nesting season in the regions to the 
north was late, it might have been expected that 
the fall transients would have been delayed ac- 
cordingly. And so some observers have reported, 
but there is other evidence that is contradictory 
and puzzling, as will be brought out in the follow- 
ing report. 

Petrel—aAn accidental visitor from the tropical 
ocean was picked up exhausted and near death 
a short distance from St. Louis in St. Charles 
County, Mo., on Sept. 2. It was identified by 
Kurt Wesseling, Jr.. as a member of the genus 
Oceanodroma and the specimen has been placed in 
the St. Louis Academy of Science. There are a 
few other records for storm petrels in the interior 
of the country, but none previously in Missouri. 

Pelicans—A few White Pelicans stray from the 
West into this region almost every fall. One was 
seen on several occasions at Bay Point near San- 
dusky, Ohio, July 19 to Aug. 31 (Richard Phillips, 
Charles Triplehorn, James Bruce, and Alta 
Smith); 2 were seen on Sept. 25 at Crab Orchard 
Lake in southern Illinois (Lee Bush), and 3 were 
seen at Barrington, Ill., near Chicago from Oct. 
11 to 13 (Carleton Beckhart). 


Herons.—Although shallow ponds were avail- 
able everywhere, Am. Egrets appeared in fewer 
numbers than in several years. Snowy Egrets, 
the rarest of the three white herons in this region, 
were scarcer than usual in the Mississippi Valley 
and common only around the Falls of the Ohio 
near Louisville, Ky., where a dozen or more 
could be seen anytime in late September, out- 
numbering the Little Blue Herons. Little Blues 
were scarce this year but one in adult plumage, 
seldom seen in the region, was found at Rock- 
ford, Ill., on Sept. 10 (Harold E. Bennett). 


Swans, Geese, and Ducks—From the stand- 
point of the hunter, the flight of waterfowl was 
disappointing. The ducks filtered in from the 
North very slowly during the mild days of Oc- 
tober, and freeze-up occurred so abruptly in No- 
vember that the main flight of ducks came and 
went rapidly. 

A wild Mute Swan was shot by a hunter on the 
Mississippi River near Quincy on Nov. 9 (T. E. 
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Musselman); this bird is rare in the Midwest 
and easily overlooked where Whistling Swans 
pass. A small flock of Whistling Swans on Dec. 1 
near West Point, Ky., were far out of their proper 
migration route (Burt Monroe). 

The first big flight of geese, particularly of 
Blues and Snows, occurred on Oct. 12 and 13, a 
week or two earlier than usual. It is interesting, 
and yet to be expected of these rapid non-stop 
flyers, that the flight occurred on the same day 
from Lake Michigan and Lake Erie to Kentucky. 
A Brant on Nov. 8 at Starve Island in western 
Lake Erie was probably the first specimen for 
Ohio in this century (Milton Trautman). It was 
an emaciated bird, and was found a few miles 
from the spot where another Brant was seen in 
May. A _ White-fronted Goose was found at 
O’Shaughnessy Reservoir near Columbus, on Nov. 
19 (Donald Borror, A. H. Claugus, and Henry 
Schuer); there are a half-dozen other records in 
history for the State, but this is the first in central 
Ohio for 75 years. 

Hawks.—A moderate flight of Rough-legged 
Hawks was noted in November from Ohio to 
Iowa. A rare Golden Eagle was captured at 
Xenia, Ohio, in late October and a light-plumaged 
Gyrfalcon was seen on Nov. 18 near Lake St. 
Mary’s, Ohio (Emerson Kemsies), less than 100 
miles from Bowling Green where a Gyrfalcon was 
collected in the same month 8 years ago. 


Cranes.—The Sandhill Crane migrates over this 
region spring and fall almost completely unseen 
except in the Jasper-Pulaski area of Indiana. This 
year the number reached 800, almost twice the 
usual fall count. Solitary birds appeared 200 
miles farther southwest on Sept. 5 at Sparta, II. 
(Doris Krull), and at St. Louis on Sept. 24 (Van 
Benthuysen). 

Shorebirds—The heavy rains raised lakes and 
rivers, covering many favorite sites for shorebirds 
but bringing new birds to a number of localities, 
notably south-central Kentucky. The southbound 
flight began, typically, about July 4, less than a 
month after the departure of the last northbound 
birds. 

It was gratifying to hear that the Wilson’s Snipe 
were “more than usual” or “more than any year 
since 1940” in various areas. The shorebird rari- 
ties were too numerous to mention, but these 
were a few of the most remarkable: Purple Sand- 
piper at Michigan City, Ind., on Nov. 12, seen 
by members of South Bend Audubon Society 
(every stone breakwater and moss-covered out- 
crop washed by the waves of Lake Michigan and 
Lake Erie should be watched for this bird in No- 
vember); White-rumped Sandpiper, seen only a 
few times previously in Indiana history. was re- 
ported on five occasions in north and central In- 
diana between July 20 and Sept. 14 (R. E. Mum- 
ford, Skaar, Jacobs, and Val Nolan); Marbled 
Godwit at the Falls of the Ohio on Aug. 9 (Sum- 
merfield and Harvey Lovell); and all three phala- 
ropes at Chicago. 

Gulls.—In a region as large as this, a bird may 


be common in one area and rare in another. A 
striking example is offered by the Bonaparte’s and 
Franklin’s Gulls. A Bonaparte’s Gull was on the 
list of rarities at St. Louis, while 10,000 Bona- 
parte’s were not unusual feeding on minnows 
killed by the first freeze in Toledo harbor. A 
Franklin’s Gull was an event at Toledo on Oct. 1; 
but Pearl Knoop at Marble Rock in north-central 
Iowa, mentioned large numbers where the farmers 
were doing their fall plowing in mid-October, and 
Bishop estimated 10,000 Franklin’s at Kansas City 
on Oct. 21. 

Owls.—There was some evidence of a small 
“echo flight” of Snowy Owls, following the inva- 
sion of last winter. A few birds have been re- 
ported in northern Illinois and Ohio but the evi- 
dence is so fragmentary that no summary will be 
attempted here. 

Nuthatches—The Red-breasted Nuthatch, so 
common throughout this region last fall, was rare 
or totally absent from most localities this fall. 

Pipits—A Water Pipit, at the abnormally early 
date of Aug. 21 at Chicago, still had pin-feathers 
when caught and banded (Karl Bartel). A 
Sprague’s Pipit, rare east of the Plains, was seen 
at Rockford, Ill., on Oct. 30 (Edith Van Duzer 
and Leta McMaster). 

Perching Birds—Most observers reported that 
the fall migration of warblers and sparrows was 
one or two weeks late. But it is curious that this 
opinion is not supported by the two observers 
whose records were most suitable for quantita- 
tive study. H. R. Bennett has completed a five- 
year study of migration based on daily observa- 
tions in the same area of Lincoln Park, Chicago. 
He found that arrival dates of migrant warblers 
this year were close to the five-year average. He 
counted 15 migrant warblers in the period Aug. 1 
to 10; 46, Aug. 11 to 20; 241, Aug. 21 to 31; 
and 1485, Sept. 1 to 10; out of a total warbler 
count of 4675, a little below average, for the fall. 

Trautman, living on South Bass Island in west- 
ern Lake Erie, is exceptionally well situated to 
observe daily changes in bird numbers in a re- 
stricted area. At this station, he found that the 
warbler movement was early, with the best day 
on Sept. 2—when he saw 82 Bay-breasts in one 
10-minute period—and with the height of the mi- 
gration past by Sept. 10. But Trautman’s most 
interesting observations concern the birds found 
dead at the foot of the 300-foot Perry Monument. 
He finds that the birds killed by collision with the 
monument bear little relation to the birds seen in 
the area at the same time. For example, he 
picked up 14 Connecticut Warblers in one 10-day 
period while finding only 5 live birds by de- 
termined search in good cover. Very few Myrtles, 
Cape Mays, and Bay-breasts were found dead al- 
though they were abundant among the trees. Al- 
so, he picked up more Philadelphia Vireos than 
he found alive. Thus, we are led to wonder if 
our ordinary field work gives us a true idea of 
the birds passing through any locality. 

An accidental occurence was a Black-throated 
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Gray Warbler found on the campus of the Ohio 
State Museum on Nov. 15 (Ed Thomas and Gene 
Rea). It is the first specimen for the State of 
Ohio. 

One of the events of the fall was the unusual 
flight of Red Crossbills which, at the end of this 
season, had not yet reached east of Gary, Ind. 
First noted by H. E. Jaques on Oct. 29 at Mount 
Pleasant, Ia., the crossbills were to be found in 
numerous flocks after Nov. 5 in the Chicago area; 
and by Nov. 25, several flocks of 10 to 20 birds 
each were seen in Kansas City, where none had 
been seen since 1937. It will be interesting to 
learn where they spread during the winter. 

Leconte’s Sparrows were seen in mid-October 
at Marble Rock, Ia. (Knoop), and were fairly 
common by the end of the month in the St. Louis 
area. A Sharp-tailed Sparrow was seen at Crab 
Orchard Lake in southern Illinois on Oct. 22, 
and at about the same date the amazing number 
of 23 were counted in one location near St. Louis 
(Bremser, fide Comfort).—HAROLD MaAyFIELD, 
2557 Portsmouth Ave., Toledo 13, Ohio. 


CENTRAL SOUTHERN’ REGION. — Nearly 
normal temperatures prevailed until November, 
which was a month of extremes, setting all-time 
records for both 
heat and cold 
in the same lo- 
— | calities. The 
‘| water level at 
Mud Lake near 
Memphis, 
Tenn., contin- 
ued so_ high 
that it was un- 
_| favorable for 

most water 
birds; and Shreveport, La., registered slight excesses 
in precipitation. But the Gulf coastal plains experi- 
enced another dry fall. While this condition had 
a detrimental effect on sandpiper observations 
at Pensacola, and the ordinarily common Solitary 
Sandpiper went undetected there in spite of the 
close watch for it, these same dry conditions re- 
sulted in an extensive mud flat on the University 
campus at Baton Rouge where many shorebirds 
accumulated, including one that was new for the 
State. A Gulf hurricane that passed west of Pensa- 
cola on Aug. 30, without noticeable effects on 
the birdlife there, swept 300 miles inland. Its eye 
reached a point 25 miles west of Birmingham, 
Ala., early the following morning, bringing to the 
area winds of gale intensity and the unusual rec- 
ords of terns noted below. 


Grebes through Herons—Two Horned Grebes 
in winter plumage at St. Bernard, La., on Oct. 22 
(John Chapin) are over two weeks in advance of 
all previous arrival dates of the species in the 
State; and 3 Wilson’s Petrels seen about a fishing 
boat off Pensacola during the first week of Sep- 
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tember (C. C. Gunter) are the latest ever re- 
ported in the Gulf of Mexico. White Pelicans 
migrated past Rosedale, Miss., this fall in great 
numbers, estimated at 2500, with the peak on 
Nov. 1 (M. G. Vaiden). The identification of no 
less than 3 species of Sulidae marked 1950 as a 
year without precedent for representations in this 
group. On July 14, at Destin, Fla., against a 
backdrop of distant storm clouds, Chapin had the 
opportunity of studing an adult Brown 
Booby and 2 immature Blue-faced Boobies that 
flew within 400 yards of the Gulf beach. The 
former is extremely rare so far north; and the 
latter, as far as we know, has never previously 
been reported from anywhere on the mainland of 
Florida. On Nov. 23, at nearby Pensacola, Weston 
observed an adult Gannet and 4 brown immatures. 
This species must now be considered of regular 
annual occurrence off northwestern Florida, but 
this is the first year that it has even been noted 
in the area as early as November. A Louisiana 
Heron at the White River Refuge, St. Charles, 
Ark., on July 27 (P. J. Van Huizen) is the first 
ever seen in that locality; another at False River, 
La., on Oct. 7 (R. B. and Miss Dora Moore) 
furnishes the only October record for the Baton 
Rouge area. On Sept. 13, at Creole, La., and 
again on Oct. 3, a little north of Sweet Lake 
on the road to Creole. Alan Sheppard got close 
enough to a Reddish Egret in the white phase to 
discern its flesh-colored, black-tipped bill. Well 
over a week late for the Baton Rouge area were 
single Green Herons at Capitol Lake on Oct. 15 
and at City Park Lake on Oct. 17, and a Black- 
crowned Night Heron at the latter place on Nov. 
12 (Moores). An immature White Ibis at the 
White River Refuge on July 27 (Van Huizen) 
and 4 other individuals at the same place on Sept. 
10 (L. McAdams) are the first Arkansas records 
to come to our attention. 


Waterfowl—An adult Whistling Swan seen at 
White River Refuge, with a flock of Canada 
Geese on Nov. 21 (Van Huizen) is one of the 
few known occurrences of the species in Arkansas. 
A flock of 9 Canada Geese at the Wheeler 
refuge in northern Alabama on Sept. 26 (T. A. 
Imhof) and flocks of 18 and 19 at Pensacola, Fla., 
on Oct. 15 (Weston) were notably early for their 
respective localities. The first great movement of 
Snow and Blue Geese into the Central Southern 
Region was likewise early. Reports received here 
indicated the following time table: Oct. 12, El 
Dorado, Ark. (A. J. Hoiberg); Oct. 13, White 
River Refuge, Ark. (Van Huizen); Oct. 14, Legion 
Lake, near Rosedale, Miss. (M. G. Vaiden): as 
early as Oct. 14, Baton Rouge (L. Glasgow): Oct. 
15, Pensacola, Fla. (Lt. L. E. Goodnight and Mrs. 
J. F. Wernicke) and Heron Bay, Ala. (F. Lueth). 
While these observations are of passing flights, 1 
or more immature Blues came down to water at 
each of the inland localities listed except Eldorado. 
The Baton Rouge bird was still attracting the at- 
tention of observers at City Park Lake as the 
period ended. Reliable estimates of the duck flight 


as a whole are lacking, but the following occur- 
rences are worthy of comment: a flock of Fulvous 
Tree Ducks in the rice fields near Lonoke, Ark., 
on Sept. 16 (R. D. Smith) the first State record, 
and counts of up to 51 in the same area on 
weekends through Oct. 14 (Coffey and others); 
4 Am. Widgeons, Wheeler Refuge, Sept. 26 (Im- 
hof), an early date; 2 adult male White-winged 
Scoters at Pensacola, Fla., on Nov. 12 (Good- 
night and Wernicke), only the second record, ap- 
parently, for this species in the Gulf of Mexico 
in 33 years. 

Turkeys, Rails—A wild Turkey with a brood 
of 14 chicken-sized young was noted at White 
River Refuge, on the late date of Sept. 20 (S. L. 
Wineland); and at Stuttgart, Ark., a nest of the 
King Rail with 8 eggs was discovered on Aug. 1 
(M. B. Meanley). A Yellow Rail at Pensacola 
on Oct. 8 (Miss Pate) is one of the few ever 
found in Florida. 


Shorebirds—Contrary to a widespread belief, 
the Golden Plover is not particularly rare in the 
lower Mississippi Valley in fall. This year’s ob- 
servations produced the following records: 2 on 
Sept. 8 and 4 on Nov. 16 at Stuttgart (Meanley); 
1 in a flock of 29 Black-bellied Plovers on Oct. 
14 at New Orleans (Chapin); and 3 in the same 
area on Nov. 26 (B. M. Myers). A Ruddy 
Turnstone seen at Finley Island, Ala., on Sept. 
15, and collected on Sept. 16 (D. C. Hulse) is the 
first known occurrence of the species in this far 
inland locality; and a Willet noted at nearby De- 
catur on Aug. 25 by the same observer is the 
first fall record there. Coffey counted 45 Stilt 
Sandpipers at the Lonoke, Ark., Fish Hatchery on 
Oct. 8. Vaiden recorded the species regularly near 
Rosedale, Miss., between Sept. 3 and the unusual- 
ly late date of Oct. 22 (two weeks later than the 
all-time extreme date for Louisiana) in numbers 
ranging from 5 to 30. A Marbled Godwit at Bay 
St. Louis, Miss., on Sept. 24 (J. L. Dorn) con- 
stitutes the third State record. The continued ap- 
parent increase of Am. Avocets in the region is 
documented by the largest number of records 
ever: 3 at Stuttgart, Ark., on Oct. 13 and another 
on Oct. 23 (Meanley); 10 on the Wheeler Refuge 
on Nov. 7 (J. H. Sutherlin and H. H. Gram- 
mer); 1 a few miles north of Ferriday, La., Nov. 
9 (J. D. Newsom and R. Yancy); 3 at Grand 
Isle, La., Nov. 11 (Moores). The 362nd species was 
added to the Louisiana list on Oct. 12 with the 
discovery and collection of a Red Phalarope on 
the campus of Louisiana State University (Moores 
and Newman). The occurrence of this pelagic 
species so far inland is all the more surprising in 
that it was not associated with any severe weather 
in the days preceding. 


Gulls and Terns—A Bonaparte’s Gull in first- 
year plumage was reported at Baton Rouge on 
Oct. 8 (Moores), a full month earlier than the 
earliest previous arrival of the species in the 
State. Coinciding with the hurricane weather of 
Aug. 29-31 in northern Alabama, Least Terns ap- 
peared at Wheeler Refuge for the first time ever 


(Sutherlin and Byford), and an unprecedented 
variety of other terns appeared at Bayview Lake, 
near Birmingham, where Imhof counted the fol- 
lowing; 4 Forster’s (1st county record); 10 Com- 
mon; 2 Caspian; and 650 Black. 


Anis through Hummingbirds—A Groove-billed 
Ani, the only one reported in the region this 
year, was captured on Nov. 16, 10 miles north- 
northeast of Lafayette by Edmond Boudreaux. On 
Sept. 26, Imhof flushed a Short-eared Owl at 
Wheeler Refuge. This is very early for a locality 
so far south, especially inland; the species usually 
does not become common there before December. 
Chimney Swifts were more numerous at Jackson, 
Miss., than usual this fall but departed on Oct. 
10—18 days earlier than last year. A Ruby- 
throated Hummingbird remained at Century, Fla., 
until the very late date of Nov. 5 (Mrs. Whig- 
ham); and the first Rufous Hummingbird to be 
seen in northwestern Florida in several winters 
appeared at Pensacola on Nov. 16 (Mrs. Wer- 
nicke). 

Flycatchers—A Gray Kingbird, observed at 
Pensacola by Weston on Oct. 3, was later than 
usual. The Vermilion Flycatcher, which is of 
known regular occurrence in the region only at 
City Park in New Orleans, this year staged the 
greatest influx on record. Reports of at least 13 
individuals are spread over no less than 6 locali- 
ties as follows: City Park, New Orleans, on nu- 
merous occasions beginning on Oct. 24, counts 
of up to 6 individuals, the largest number yet 
(H. B. Chase, Miss R. Feingold, Miss R. Wilson); 
3 miles north of Welsh, La., one bird, Nov. 21 
(J. Kidd and Newsom); Red River, 7 miles north 
of Texarkana, Ark., 1 on Oct. 19 (C. Gardner), 
possibly the first Arkansas record; Stuttgart, Ark., 
1 collected on Nov. 6 and another seen on Nov. 
27 (Meanley); Calion Lake, Ark., 1 on Nov. 26 
(Hoiberg); and Legion Lake, 2 miles SE of Rose- 
dale, Miss., 1 seen on Sept. 24 and collected on 
Oct. 1 (Vaiden), either date far in advance of 
any previous record for the Central Southern 
Region. A Scissor-tailed Flycatcher at Pensacola 
on Oct. 22 is only the third found there in 35 
years (Weston). 

Swallows.—The swallow flight was well above 
par. Vaiden mentions uncounted thousands of 
Tree, Rough-winged, and Barn Swallows along 
10 miles of the levee near Rosedale, Miss., on 
Sept. 18-21, with Cliff Swallows in an approxi- 
mate ratio of 1 to 75. Farther down the valley 
at False River, La., the fall concentrations of Tree 
and Rough-winged Swallows were the greatest in 
memory, and unusual numbers of both were still 
present at the end of the period (Lowery and 
Newman). The Bank Swallow, usually rare at 
Pensacola, was common there on the early date 
of Aug. 20; and the Cliff Swallow, which has 
little better than the status of an accidental in 
that vicinity, was represented on Sept. 10 by a 
single bird (Weston). 

Crows through Sparrows—Three Common 
Crows were seen Oct. 4 by Van Huizen on the 
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prairie near the White River Refuge—an area 
where, as in many other parts of Arkansas, the 
species is surprisingly rare. Five young Short- 
billed Marsh Wrens still in the nest on Sept. 10 
at Stuttgart, Ark. (Meanley) provide what ap- 
pears to be an extremely late breeding record; 
and the species was unusually common at Wheeler 
Refuge, Ala., on Aug. 26 (Imhof). Jeter identi- 
fied 4 Sprague’s Pipits near Curtis, La., on Nov. 
4 and reported the species also present at Robson 
and increasing in numbers at the end of the 
period. The Cape May Warbler, for which there 
is no previous definite Arkansas record in our 
files, was seen at Stuttgart on Oct. 12 (Meanley); an 
adult male Black-throated Blue Warbler appeared 
in a city garden at Pensacola on Nov. 4 (Miss 
Pate) to establish the second record for the area 
in 35 years; and a Canada Warbler at Pensacola 
on Sept. 24 (Weston) was only the third in 35 
years. At Pensacola, Weston observed a Prairie 
Warbler, Oct. 29 (the latest ever recorded there); 
and in the same locality, Mrs. Wernicke recorded 
an Oven-bird, Oct. 29. The Savannah Sparrow and 
Hermit Thrush were abnormally late in arriving 
at Pensacola, Oct. 22 and Nov. 12, respectively 
(Goodnight and Wernicke). Early arrivals in the 
stated localities were: at Pensacola, Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet, Oct. 8 (Miss Pate), House Wren, Sept. 
22 (Pate), Bewick’s Wren, Sept 17 (Weston); 
at Century, Catbird, Sept. 9, and White-throated 
Sparrow, Oct. 10 (Mrs. Whigham); at Baton 
Rouge, Solitary Vireo, Oct. 5, and Savannah Spar- 
row, Oct. 7 (Mrs. R. B. Moore); at Robson, La., 
Lapland Longspur, Nov. 12 (Jeter); at Birming- 
ham, Tennessee Warbler, Sept. 4 (Imhof).— 
GEorRGE H. Lowery, Jr., and RoBErRT J. NEWMAN, 
Museum of Zoology, Louisiana State University, 
Baton Rouge, La. 





NORTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGION.— 
The early fall over most of the region was a 
continuation of the cool summer, followed by 
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warm days in September. The first part of Novem- 
ber brought cold weather and by Nov. 10 most 
of the lakes, sloughs and potholes were frozen 
over. 

Pelicans —White Pelicans remained late at 
Sheho, Sask. The last observation occurred on 
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Sept. 28 when 300 were recorded (W. Niven). A 
mass exodus of the nesting population of White 
Pelicans on Bowdoin Refuge, Malta, Mont., took 
place on Sept. 15 (L. Snyder). 


Ducks and Geese.—Surprisingly, the Canada 
Goose group was best represented at Lower 
Souris Refuge, Upham, N. Dak., by Richardson’s 
Geese; an estimated 1000 were recorded during 
the peak. Very few Common and Lesser Canada 
Geese were noted (M. Hammond). Of special 
interest was the large number of Snow and Blue 
Geese recorded in the region during fall migra- 
tion. Several thousand were seen in the Devils 
Lake, N. Dak., area the last part of October. 
Fourteen thousand Snow and 3000 Blue Geese 
were noted at Sand Lake Refuge, Columbia, 
S. Dak., on Oct. 27 (C. Rollings). Lower Souris 
reported 500 Snows on the refuge, the most ever 
recorded during the fall (MH). Small flocks 
were also seen at Long Lake Refuge, Moffit, 
N. Dak. (H. Bradley); Medicine Lake Refuge, 
Medicine Lake, Mont. (G. Crawford); Bowdoin 
Refuge, Malta, Mont. (LS); Botha, Alta. (R. 
Stiller); Minot, N. Dak. (S. Saugstad). Other 
items of interest were pair of Wood Ducks on 
Sand Lake Refuge, Aug. 15; a female Old-squaw 
also on Sand Lake, Nov. 8 (CR); a White-winged 
Scoter on Powers Lake, Powers Lake, N. Dak., 
on Oct. 10 (B. Harris). 


Hawks.—One Goshawk was seen near Canton, 
S. Dak., on Nov. 25 (W. Mallory). With few 
exceptions Buteos continued to be scarce. A good 
flight of Red-tailed and Swainson’s Hawks was 
reported from Lower Souris Refuge, Sept. 12 to 
29 (MH). Fifty Red-shouldered Hawks were on 
Bowdoin Refuge the last few days of September 
(LS). There was a steady migration of Rough- 
legged Hawks near Edmonton, Alta., from Oct. 
15 to Nov. 4 (Edmonton Bird Club). One Gyr- 
falcon, white, was seen near Elgin, N. Dak., on 
Oct. 31 (C. Alexander). La Creek Refuge, Mar- 
tin, S. Dak., reported several solitary Prairie 
Falcons, a few Pigeon Hawks and a good move- 
ment of Sparrow Hawks during the period (K. 
Krumm). 

Cranes—The Sandhill Crane movement at 
Botha, Alta., was very light (RS). None were 
recorded at Bowdoin Refuge in Montana this 
fall in contrast to an estimated 35,000 during 
the fall migration of 1949 (LS). Medicine Lake 
Refuge reported 7000 from Sept. 28 to Oct. 22 
(GC). A good flight occurred in western North 
Dakota and western South Dakota. A big flight 
continued all day on Oct. 2 near Regina, Sask. 
(D. Gilroy). 

Shorebirds—Bowdoin Refuge in Montana and 
La Creek Refuge in South Dakota reported the 
main shorebird migration occurred the last half 
of July and the first 3 weeks in August. The 
only area reporting Wilson’s Snipe in any num- 
bers was Whitewater Lake, Man. (Bossenmaier). 
A movement of Sanderlings was noted at Sioux 
Falls, S. Dak., on Sept. 15 (J. Donahoe) and at 
Sand Lake Refuge, Oct. 14 (CR). 





Gulls.—Nesting Franklin’s Gulls left Whitewater 
Lake, Man., right after nesting, but new birds 
came in the first half of September. There was 
an increase at Lower Souris at this time also, 
and an excellent flight was viewed from a plane 
between Upham and Devils Lake, N. Dak., on 
Sept. 6. On Sept. 13, approximately 103,000 
Franklin’s Gulls were counted in one feeding 
flight lane at Lower Souris. 

Doves.—There were very few Mourniiz Doves 
recorded at Sioux Falls, S. Dak., (JD), in con- 
trast to large flocks at Canton, S. Dak. (W. Mal- 
lory). They appeared to be common around Wil- 
ton, N. Dak. (Hannah Gray), and plentiful at La 
Creek Refuge where flocks of a dozen or more 
birds to several hundred were observed from 
Aug. 3 to Sept. 5 (KK). 

Owls.—Snowy Owls were reported from the 
entire region, with the greatest number present 
at Sand Lake Refuge where 50 birds were noted 
at the end of the period (CR). There appeared 
to be a definite movement of Hawk Owls in the 
Edmonton, Alta., region in November. They were 
recorded on Oct. 27, 29, Nov. 11, 17 and 21 
(R. Lister). 

Hummingbirds through Wrens—Many more 
Ruby-throated Hummingbirds than usual appeared 
in Kenmare, N. Dak., the last of August and early 
September (RG)) and they were reported in 
large numbers near Tower City, N. Dak., where 
they remained for 3 weeks (E. Preston). A 
Raven was seen on Oct. 12 and another or the 
same one was seen on Oct. 23 near Sheho, Sask. 
This was the first record for several years yet 
they are commonly seen 60 miles farther north 
(WN). A Winter Wren was noted at Botha, Allta., 
on Oct. 1, the first record in the district (RS) 
and another was seen at Centerville, S. Dak., on 
Oct. 4 (L. Lauritzen). Long-billed Marsh Wrens 
were still common on Lower Souris Refuge on 
Sept. 23 (MH). 

Thrushes through Warblers—Many flocks of 
Am. Robins were still present in the coulees near 
Kenmare, N. Dak., at the end of the period. Very 
few Olive-backed Thrushes were reported. The 
Mountain Bluebird migration in the vicinity of 
Botha, Alta., continued for 5 days, beginning on 
Sept. 3; at Sheho, Sask., large flocks were first 
seen on Sept. 11 and many remained for = 
weeks. More warblers were banded at Fargo, 
N. Dak., than ever before in the fall (O. Stevens), 
but none were recorded at Tower City, N. Dak., 
(EP). There was a large wave of Palm Warblers 
at Sheho, Sask., from Sept. 8 to Sept. 15. Am. 
Redstarts and Black-capped Warblers were pres- 
ent in greater numbers than usual at Wilton, 
N. Dak., (HG). At Kenmare several Black- 
capped Warblers were seen on Sept. 1; at Fargo 
one was noted on Aug. 31 and another on Sept. 
26. At Fargo also was seen a Nashville Warbler 
on Sept. 18 (OS). 

Orioles through Sparrows—Orchard Orioles 
were last seen at Centerville, S. Dak., on Aug. 
15 (LL). Two interesting observations at Fargo, 
N. Dak., were the Scarlet Tanager on Sept. 7 








and the Cardinal on Sept. 30 (OS). Dickcissels 
had departed from the vicinity of Tower City, 
N. Dak., by Aug. 1. Not since the early ‘thirties 
had so many nested in that area (EP). Evening 
Grosbeaks in small flocks were first noted near 
Sheho, Sask., on Oct. 27 and a single bird was 
seen at LaCreek Refuge on Nov. 5. Small flocks 
of Pine Grosbeaks appeared at Sheho, Sask., 
Nov. 2; an individual was seen at Botha, Allta., 
on Oct. 24; 2 were observed at Lower Souris 
Refuge, Nov. 10; a few were recorded at Edmon- 
ton, Alta., Oct. 21. A Gray-crowned Rosy Finch 
was seen 100 miles northwest of Edmonton, 
Alta., on Oct. 27, the first fall record (RL). 
Two were observed at Botha, Alta., on Oct. 19 
during a snow storm (RS). There was a wide- 
spread movement of Pine Siskins over the entire 
region. They were abundant in Kenmare through- 
out September and a few were still present in 
late October. Red Crossbills were reported from 
several localities. Several immature birds were 
seen at North Portal, Sask., the last few days of 
the period (M. Dunbar); 10 were noted near 
Bismarck, N. Dak., Nov. 25 (R. Randall) and 
6 the following day in the same vicinity (A. Lati- 
mer); one was recorded at Wilton, N. Dak., on 
Sept. 17 and again on Oct. 2 (H. Gray); 2 were 
found in the Painted Woods Creek west of Wil- 
ton, Nov. 10 (S. Saugstad); a few were seen 
near Regina, Sask., Aug. 20 and again on Aug. 
28, when a large flock was observed (D. Gilroy); 
25 were recorded at Keystone, S. Dak., on Aug. 
27 (H. Behrens). Harris’s Sparrows were late in 
arriving at Canton, S. Dak. They appeared on 
Nov. 7 and by Nov. 10 there was one of the 
greatest concentrations ever seen there (WM). 
Very few Lincoln’s Sparrows were reported. The 
usual large flocks of Lapland Longspurs were 
noted but the only locality from which Smith’s 
Longspurs were noted was Sheho, Sask.—ROBERT 
T. GAMMELL, and ANN M. GAMMELL, Kenmare, 
N. Dak. 


SOUTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGION.— 
Weather was unusually dry and warm throughout 
the region. The cool. wet summer changed abrupt- 
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reflect the late movement (McCart, 


Winford). 

Water-turkeys—An Anhinga at Oklahoma City 
on Aug. 30 constitutes one of the few recent rec- 
ords for the State (West). 

Waterfowl.—The waterfowl migration was late 
and not spectacular. The goose population on the 
Salt Plains Wildlife Refuge at Cherokee, Okla., 
was definitely lower than last year (Van den 
Akker). The late movement of ducks is illustrat- 
ed by the presence of 2000 Blue-winged Teal 
at the Salt Plains Refuge on Nov. 30 (Van den 
Akker). Unusual distribution and seasonal oc- 
currences include: an immature Whistling Swan 
at the Salt Plains on Nov. 11 (Van den Akker); 
A Buffle-head at Dallas (Winford); and Ruddy 
Ducks at Commerce, Tex. (O'Neil). Of partic- 
ular interest was a Surf Scoter shot in Harper 
Co., Okla., on Nov. 4 (Dodson). Apparently 
this is the first record of the species for the 
State. 

Hawks.—The fall population of hawks, par- 
ticularly the Buteos, was unusually heavy. Per- 
egrine Falcons were seen at Barr Lake, Colo. 
(Rosenbaum), Topeka (Carson), and between 
Oklahoma City and the Salt Plains (Griffing). 
A Prairie Falcon was seen at Dallas on Aug. 
24 (Christian) and another in the same locality 
on Sept. 9 (Winford). 


Pheasants and Quail.—Ring-necked Pheasants 
were scarce in all of eastern Colorado (Rosen- 
baum) but showed some increase in parts of 
western Oklahoma (DeBusk). Bob-white showed 
an amazing increase throughout much of their 
range. The cool summer with well dispersed, 
adequate rainfall apparently resulted in an ex- 
cellent hatch and high survival of young. 


Cranes and Rails—Sandhill cranes were seen 
for the first time since 1941 at Forth Worth, 
Tex. (McCart and Wilson). 


Shorebirds—The sandpiper migration was 
about normal although many species tended to 
stay late because of the mild weather. Unusual 
records included: a Woodcock at Okemah, Okla. 
(Manwarring); Buff-breasted Sandpipers at 
Topeka on Aug. 28 and 29 (Carson); Dowitch- 
ers at Oklahoma City (Martins) and at Still- 
water (Baumgartner, Cruickshank, Nighswonger 
and Norman); Sanderling at Oklahoma City on 
two dates in September. 

Avocets—Avocets were seen at Lawrence, 
Kan. (Chewning) and at Lake Shawnee near 
Lawrence (Freese). One was observed at Still- 
water on Nov. 9, a late date (Duncan). 

Doves——The Mourning Dove population was 
apparently about normal but the birds were 
widely scattered due to the abundance of food 
and water. A Ground Dove at Commerce, Tex., 
on Oct. 13 was a first record for that locality 
(O'Neil). 

Cuckoos.—Yellow-billed Cuckoos remained 
later than usual at Fort Worth where one was 
seen on Oct. 8, two weeks later than any pre- 
vious late departure date (Wilson). A_ Black- 
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Rylander, 


billed Cuckoo at Stillwater on Sept. 16 is the 
first record in this locality (Baumgartner). 

Goatsuckers, Woodpeckers—A_ Poor-will at 
Fort Worth on Oct. 15 constitutes the only fall 
date for this locality (McCart). Woodpeckers 
showed same increase in several localities. All 
species were reported to be more plentiful than 
usual at Colorado Springs (Wagner). Red-headed 
were seen in some numbers at Clayton, N. Mex., 
where there was one previous record (Krehbiel). 

Flycatchers—Eastern Kingbirds seen at Clay- 
ton on Sept. 18-19 constitute the first records 
for this locality (Krehbiel). A Western King- 
bird stayed until Sept. 20 at Brule, Nebr. 
(Benckeser). This is a very late date. Two Scis- 
sor-tails at Denton, Tex., on Nov. 5 represent a 
very late departure (Rylander). A Say’s Phoebe 
at Barr Lake, Colo., is of interest since the 
species is a rare migrant in that locality (Rosen- 
baum). 

Crows and Jays—Magpies remained in the 
Clayton, N. Mex., area, where they are seldom 
seen regularly (Krehbiel). Scrub Jays were more 
common at Clayton than ever before (Krehbiel). 
A Steller’s; Jay at Brule constituted the second 
record in four years (Benckeser). 


Wrens—House Wrens were unusually plenti- 
ful at Stillwater; one to several were seen every 
day between Sept. 4 and Oct. 19 (Baumgartners). 
House wrens were also unusually common at 
Commerce, Tex. (O’Neil). A Rock Wren was 
seen near Lexington, Okla. (Norman Orn. 
Club). Winter Wrens were seen at Fort Worth 
on Oct. 8 (McCart and Wilson), exactly one 
month earlier than previous records. 


Catbird, Thrushes—A Catbird at Fort Worth 
on Oct. 1 was the first fall record for this 
locality (McCart and Wilson). One of the 
features of the fall migration for Oklahoma ob- 
servers was the invasion of Mountain Blue- 
birds. Each week brought new records. The 
species was first recorded on Oct. 14-15 at the 
Salt Plains Refuge (Tulsa Aud. Soc. and Van 
den Akker). Since that date it has been found 
at the Wichita Wildlife Refuge near Lawton 
(Letsons and Greenwalt), Norman (Norman 
Orn. Club), Oklahoma City (Griffing), Perkins 
(West), Stillwater and Morrison (Baumgartner). 
Mountain Bluebirds have also been seen at Den- 
ton, Tex. (England) and at Dallas (Winford) 
indicating that the species is ranging widely 
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east of its normal wintering grounds. Town- 
send’s Solitaire also showed a marked tendency 
to move eastward during the fall migration. It 
was noted in some numbers at Clayton (Kreh- 
biel) and birds were seen on several dates from 
Oct. 27 on the Wichita Refuge (Letsons and 
Greenwalt). The first record of the Townsend’s 
Solitaire in the Platte River Valley was made 
at Brule (Benckeser). 

Starlings, Vireos——The Common Starling seems 
to be on the increase in the Denver area (Rosen- 
baum). At Fort Worth the fall migration of this 
species was late (Wilson). Vireos remained un- 
usually late on their nesting grounds as indicated 
by Sept. 23 records of the Bell’s Vireo at Still- 
water, 2 weeks later than any previous record 
(Baumgartner). 


Warblers—tThe fall migration was _ reported 
to be disappointing in the western portions of the 
Plains. In the central and eastern portions the 
number of unusual distribution records and the 
lateness of the flight suggested that many birds 
passed through. Specific records of unusual sig- 
nificance included: 4 Prothonotary Warblers 
seen at Fort Worth, the first record since the 
summer of 1916 (McCart and Wilson); a Black- 
burnian Warbler was seen at the same place on 
Oct. 1 (Wilson and McCart) and another on 
Nov. 2 (Wilson). These constitute the first rec- 
ords of this species in Tarrant Co., Tex. Several 
records of the Black-throated Green were re- 
ported from Tulsa (Accord, Reynolds, and other 
members of the Tulsa Aud. Soc.) Black-capped 
Warblers were more common than usual at 
Clayton (Krehbiel), and one was seen at Fort 
Worth for the first time since 1946 (McCart 
and Wilson). At Stillwater, where this species 
is seldom found, 1-3 birds were seen on 3 dates 
in September (Baumgartner). An Am. Redstart 
at Stillwater also represented an unusual occur- 
rence (Baumgartner). 


Orioles and Tanagers.—At Stillwater a Balti- 
more Oriole was noted on Oct. 19. This was 
certainly a straggler since most orioles left in 
early September (Baumgartners). Summer Tan- 
agers also stayed late. One was seen at Tulsa 
on Oct. 1 (Tulsa Aud. Soc.) and one at Fort 
Worth on the same date (McCart and Wilson). 


Finches and Sparrows.—Many observers com- 
mented on the light migration, particularly of 
“winter sparrows.” In all probability the mild- 
ness of the season and the abundance of food 
and shelter resulted in a smewhat delayed mi- 
gration of seed-eating birds. On the other hand, 
a number of species showed up early and re- 
mained late. The Black-headed Grosbeak was 
seen at Commerce, Tex., considerably east of 
its normal range (O’Neil). A family group of 
Blue Grosbeaks remained at Stillwater until 
Sept. 26, two weeks later than any previous 
date of departure (Baumgartner). In the same 
locality Painted Buntings were seen until Sept. 
6, a month later than usual (Baumgartner). 
Red Crossbills were seen for the first time at 


Brule, Nebr. (Benckeser), Salt Plains Refuge 
(Van den Akker) and at Stillwater (Baumgart- 
ners). The Oklahoma observations apparently 
constitute the second and third records of the 
species in the State. These records suggest that 
there may be an invasion of the Plains this 
winter. Lark Buntings were seen in large flocks 
at several locations in Colorado. This species 
appears to be increasing in eastern Colorado 
(Rosenbaum). Baird’s Sparrows were observed 
at Fort Worth on Oct. 14 and 26, the earliest 
fall dates for this area (McCart and Wilson). 
Slate-colored Juncos were not- seen until Nov. 
14 at Fort Worth, a month late and in greatly 
reduced numbers. Am. Tree Sparrows were seen 
at Fort Worth on Nov. 29, the earliest record 
(Wilson). Oregon (both Pink-sided and Shu- 
feldt’s) Juncos were unusually plentiful at Clay- 
ton, Krehbiel). Clay-colored Sparrows were seen 
in some numbers at Stillwater from Oct. 11-31. 
This species is seldom found here in the fall 
(Baumgartners). At Fort Worth Clay-colored 
Sparrows were first observed on Nov. 2, two 
weeks earlier than usual (McCart). A White- 
crowned Sparrow was seen at Tulsa on Sept. 29, 
an early record (Letsons). Fox Sparrows were 
seen at Tulsa on Oct. 10, another early date 
(Mery).—F. M. BAUMGARTNER, Okla. A. & M. 
College, Stillwater, Okla. 


SOUTH TEXAS REGION.—The fall of 1949 
was one of the wettest on record; the fall of 1950 
was one of the dryest, as well as one of the 
warmest in its early 
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Many _ departures 
of transient migrants and summer residents, as well 
as arrivals of some winter residents, accompanied 
the cool weather of early October. Many arrivals 
of winter residents centered about the cold 
weather of early November. On the other hand, 
certain irrelevancies between weather and migra- 
tions were notable: (1) the shorebird and perch- 
ing-bird migrations proceeded through July, 
August, and September without relation to 
weather conditions in southern Texas; (2) once 
migrations were initiated by the cool weather 
of early October, they proceeded straight through 
the month in spite of the resumed mild weather; 
(3) the great snowstorm of the eastern and north- 
ern states, in the last part of November, had no 
marked or unmistakable effect on birds of this 
region. 
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Loon through Spoonbill—Common Loons were 
unusually abundant in the Galveston Bay region 
through November and early December, though 
most disappeared later. Am. Bitterns returned to 
Cove on Oct. 9, and Least Bitterns were last seen 
there on that day. Doubtless reflecting the dry 
conditions, Reddish Egrets, Wood Ibis, and White 
Ibis (which migrate northward in late summer) 
stayed close to the Gulf shores, and were 
seldom seen far to the north. White Ibis con- 
gregated on Galveston Island (to Dec. 2) as 
never before. Roseate Spoonbills were last seen 
at Cove, Nov. 19, and at Rockport about a 
week later, though the species may remain, in 
wetter years, well into December. 

Geese and Ducks.—All the geese made an ex- 
cellent showing in the fall. Perhaps because of the 
drought, ducks did not appear plentiful except in 
favored spots. The Pintail was the most promi- 
nent duck in the Rockport area; and Green- 
winged Teal and Am. Widgeon were most nu- 
merous in the Galveston Bay area. Gadwall and 
Lesser Scaup were scarce. Two (Lesser) Canada 
Geese were killed at Cove, Nov. 3, and McKay 
saw and heard others. He saw and heard 2 Ross 
Geese at Cove, Nov. 22, the third record for Texas 
and 23. Canada, Lesser Snow, and Blue Geese 
appeared at Cove (mouth of Trinity River), 
Oct. 8 and 9, but no geese were re- 
ported from the Houston area till Oct. 13; 
thereafter many passed over till the end of 
the month, and on into November. White-fronted 
Geese were first reported in the area on Oct. 12. 
Blue-winged Teal returned in late August; Pin- 
tails, in late September. The cold weather of early 
October brought Am. Widgeon (Oct. 7) and 
Green-winged Teal (Oct. 8); Mallards; Gadwalls. 
and Shovellers returned in the last half of Oc- 
tober. The cold weather of early November 
brought the diving ducks: Redhead, Ring-necked, 
Canvas-back, and Lesser Scaup (Nov. 3-7). 
Greater Scaup at Cove on Nov. 16 and 20 were 
the first reported there in 26 years (McKay). 
An American Scoter and a Surf Scoter were 
killed at Cove, Nov. 11, and a White-winged 
Scoter was killed there at about the same time 
(McKay). This appears to be the first record for 
the Am. Scoter in Texas. 

Hawks.—Early in the autumn Red-tailed 
Hawks were numerous, but they passed on quick- 
ly, and the species was scarce later. A migra- 
tion of many hundreds of Broad-winged Hawks 
passed over Houston, Sept. 23. Sharp-winged and 
Cooper's Hawks were remarkably scarce, the first 
returning in early September, and the other in 
late August. Red-shouldered Hawks (a breeding 
species) were more plentiful than usual, as were 
Sparrow Hawks. No Peregrine Falcons were re- 
ported for the entire fall. Swainson’s Hawk (said 
to winter entirely south of the Equator) has 
been reported on Christmas censuses in the area, 
and was seen near Houston on Nov. 18 (1) and 
Dec. 20 (3) by Williams. A Rough-legged Hawk 
was reported near Houston, Nov. 19 (Gottsch); 
and a Golden Eagle at Cove, Nov. 24, was the 
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first ever reported there (McKay). (A Golden 
Eagle was seen at Rockport the preceding May.) 

Cranes through Avocets—Sandhill Cranes came 
with the cold weather of early November, and 
were, seemingly, more numerous than for years 
previously. A Yellow Rail at Cove, Oct. 8, was 
the third ever seen there. Wilson’s Plover (scarce 
everywhere all summer) had left Rockport by 
Aug. 26. First fall migrant shorebirds appeared 
in the coastal region in the following (approxi- 
mately normal) sequence: July 4, Lesser Yel- 
low-legs, and Dowitcher; July 20-29. Spotted 
Sandpiper, Solitary Sandpiper, Greater Yellow- 
legs, Pectoral, Baird’s, Least, Semipalmated, and 
Western Sandpipers, and Marbled Godwit; Aug. 
19-30, Black-bellied Plover, Ruddy Turnstone, 
Upland and the Stilt Sandpiper; Sept. 9, Buff- 
breasted Sandpiper (not common in autumn); 
Oct. 7, Red-backed Sandpiper; Nov. 25, Wood- 
cock. Am. Avocets were at Sabine Pass on Oct. 
1 (18), Cove, Oct. 8 (1), Rockport, mid-October. 
The last of the summering Black-necked Stilts 
were reported at Cove on Oct. 7, and at Rock- 
port on Nov. 4—a wide discrepancy. 





Doves through Woodpeckers—The Mourning 
Dove migration was poor. A White-winged Dove 
on Galveston Island (Hamilton), Sept. 24, was 
the first reported from there in the writer’s experi- 
ence. A Groove-billed Ant at Cove on Oct. 15 
was a new record there (but 2 were seen 20 miles 
from there the preceding April). Nighthawks lin- 
gered late, Houston to Oct. 30, Cove to Nov. 5: 
Chimney Swifts departed normally, Houston to 
Oct. 25. Yellow-shafted Flickers appeared in 
Houston, Oct. 9, and were considerably more 
numerous than in 1949. Red-shafted Flickers at 
Galveston, Dec. 2 (2), were extra-limital, though 
the species has been reported there once before, 
in spring. Yellow-bellied Sapsucker’s arrived at 
Rockport, Houston, and Cove on Nov. 4, 5, and 6. 

Flycatchers through Vireos—Vermilion Fly- 
catchers (which apparently move northward in 
winter) were more numerous this fall than ever 
before up at least to the Galveston Bay Region, 
which they reached about Sept. 1. The last of all 
the transient swallows (Bank, Cliff, Barn) left 
the Galveston Bay area, Oct. 28 to Nov. 1, at 
the usual time. Purple Martins began deserting 
their nesting boxes in. Houston in early July, but 
migrants passed till Sept. 2, with individuals 
on Sept. 21 and Oct. 15. No Brown Creepers, no 
Golden-crowned Kinglets, and no thrushes except 
Hermit and Wood Thrushes were reported in the 
entire area for the fall. Robins came in numbers 
with the cold weather of early November. Star- 
lings were scarce till Dec. 1, after which they 


overran the country. Of the regular transient 
vireos, only the Red-eyed was frequently re- 
ported. 


Warblers—The warbler migration was poor, 
and McKay at Cove was the only observer with 
details of significance. Transients reported in or- 
der of arrrival from July 30 to Sept. 30 were 
Black and White, Yellow, Yellow-breasted Chat, 


Hooded, Prairie (Sept. 7-9), Black-capped Blue- 


winged. Canada, Am. Redstart, Connecticut, 
Nashville, Magnolia. The wintering Myrtle 
Warblers arrived in Houston, Oct. 29, and the 


Orange-crowned at Cove, Nov. 5. 

Sparrows.—From Rockport to Cove, 28 species 
of finches and sparrows were reported, most of 
them wintering species that arrived in November. 
Blue Grosbeaks were more numerous than usual 
on fall migration (Aug. 23 to Sept. 27); a single- 
Indigo Bunting at Cove, Dec. 3, was extremely 
late. The following extra-limital species were re- 
ported at Cove by McKay; Rufous-crowned 
Sparrow (Sept. 9), Brewer’s Sparrow (Oct. 9 and 
15), Green-tailed Towhee (Nov. 20 and 27).— 
GrorGE G. WILLIAMS, The _ Rice Institute, 
Houston, Tex. 


PALOUSE — NORTHERN ROCKY MOUN- 
TAIN REGION.—The late summer and fall 
months were characterized by clear warm 
weather. 
Practically no 
rain fell from 
late June until 
early October. 
and cloudy 
days were a 
rare occurrence. 
Daily tempera- 
tures were 
above normal 
throughout this 
period, and it was the middle of September be- 
fore the first light frosts were experienced. The 
effect of this pleasant fall weather was rather 
noticeable where the fall migration was concerned. 
Almost without exception summer residents lin- 
gered much later than heretofore, while tran- 
sients from farther north appeared in larger num- 
bers and were also late in departing. In theory 
this fall migration of 1950 could be considered 
normal in every respect, dates of departure being 
unaffected by adverse weather conditions usually 
experienced, to some extent at least, at this season 
of the year. Likewise attesting to the absence of 
the usual weather hazards was the noticeable 
scarcity of unusual species, transients observed 
being those normally found in this part of the 
country. The following summary of the fall migra- 
tion is confined largely to northern Idaho with a 
few records for eastern Washington. 

Grebes, Herons, Waterfowl_—A_ Red-necked 
Grebe, an uncommon bird in Idaho was seen on 
Lake Coeur d’Alene, near Harrison, in Kootenai 
County, on Oct. 11 (Seymour Levy). The Eared 
Grebe appeared at Rose Lake, Kootenai Co., on 
Oct. 7 (Levy), and on the Snake River at Lewis- 
ton, in Nez Perce Co., the same day (Jollie). 
One Western Grebe was observed on Lake Coeur 
d’Alene on Sept. 28, and 2 on Rose Lake, Koo- 
tenai County. on Oct. 7 (Levy). On the latter 
date a single bird was likewise seen on the Snake 
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River at Lewiston (Jollie). The Pied-billed Grebe 
was noted at Moscow on Aug. 27 and Sept. 4 (Jol- 
lie). The Great Blue Heron occurred throughout 
the fall in small numbers, being seen at Potlatch, 
July 19; Moscow, July 29; and Lewiston, Aug. 21 
and 27 and Oct. 6 and 21 (Burleigh), and at 
Medicene Lake, Kootenai Co., Oct. 10 (Levy). A 
single Black-crowned Night Heron in adult plum- 
age was noted at Lewiston, Aug. 21 and 27 (Bur- 
leigh), an unusual record this far north in the 
state. Levy reported a Am. Bittern at Porthill, 
Boundary Co., on Sept. 20. Numerous flocks of 
Canada Geese were seen at Copeland, Boundary 
Co., on Sept. 20, and flocks of Snow Geese, total- 
ing over 300 individuals, were watched flying 
over the Sisters Peaks in Shoshone Co. on Oct. 
21 (Levy). Three Wood Ducks on Cave Lake, 
Kootenai Co., on Oct. 10 (Levy) were late fall 
transients. 

Hawks.—A Goshawk, uncommon in the north- 
ern part of Idaho, was seen at Medimont, Koote- 
nai Co., on Oct. 11 (Levy). The last Osprey for 
the year was seen on the Snake River at Lewis- 
ton, Oct. 21 (Burleigh). Pigeon Hawks appeared 
at Moscow, Oct. 3 and 18 (Burleigh). 

Shorebirds—Joliie reported the following 
species at the millpond at Potlatch: Spotted Sand- 
piper, Sept. 17, a late date in the fall: Solitary 
Sandpiper, Aug. 23 and 31, and Sept. 10: Greater 
Yellow-legs, Aug. 13 and 31, and Sept. 10: Lesser 
Yellow-legs, Aug. 23 and 31; Least Sandpiper, 
Aug. 13 and 23; Pectoral Sandpiper, Aug. 27 
Baird’s Sandpiper, Aug. 23 and 27, and Sept. 10: 
Least Sandpiper, Aug. 13 and 23; Semipalmated 
Sandpiper, Aug. 23 and 27; Western Sandpiper. 
Aug. 13, 23, 27, and 31; Stilt Sandpiper, Aug. 23: 
Northern Phalarope, Aug. 27; Ringed Plover, a 
rare bird in Idaho, Aug. 23. He also saw a San- 
derling at Sandpoint, Sept. 7. Levy observed the 
following at Sandpoint on Sept. 28, a rather late 
date for the northern part of the State: Ringed 
Plover; Black-bellied Plover, one of the few rec- 
ords for the State (4 seen); Lesser Yellow-legs: 
Pectoral Sandpiper; Baird’s Sandpiper; and Semi- 
palmated Sandpiper. He also saw a flock of 20 
Dowitchers at Medicene Lake, Kootenai Co., on 
Oct. 10. At Lewistan, on the Snake River. the 
last Spotted Sandpiper for the year was seen 
Sept. 13: also the greater Yellow-legs on Aug. 
16 and 21, the Lesser Yellow-legs on Aug. 21, 
the Least Sandpiper on Aug. 16 and 21. the 
Western Sandpiper on Aug. 21 (Burleigh). 

Gulls and Terns.—The Ring-billed Gull ap- 
peared on the Snake River at Lewiston on Aug. 4, 
and was present in small numbers through Oct. 
21. The Common Tern was noted there twice, 
single birds being seen Sept. 29 and Oct. 21 
(Burleigh). 

Mourning Dove.—A rather late breeding record 
was a nest found at Lewiston on Sept. 4 that held 
2 half-incubated eggs (Burleigh). 

Goatsuckers and Swifts—At Moscow the last 
Common Nighthawk for the year was seen Sept. 
20 (late), and the last Vaux’s Swift. Sept. 29 
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(late). Approximately 100 individuals of the lat- 
ter species were found roosting in an old fir 
stub from the first week in September until the 
20th of the month (Burleigh). 

Hummingbirds, Woodpeckers—A male Rufous 
Hummingbird, Sept. 9, at Moscow, was very late. 
The last Lewis’s Woodpecker at Moscow was 
seen Oct. 2 (late); last Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, 
Oct. 7 (Burleigh). 

Flycatchers——Departure dates at Moscow were 
as follows (Burleigh): Eastern Kingbird, Sept. 2; 
Hammond’s Flycatcher, Oct. 7 (late); Western 
Wood Pewee, Sept. 17; Olive-sided Flycatcher, 
Sept. 18 (late). At Lewiston, the Western King- 
bird was last seen on Aug. 21, and the Say’s 
Phoebe on Sept. 13, while at Potlatch the last 
Traill’s Flycatcher was noted on Sept. 8 (late) 
(Burleigh). 

Swallows.—Departure dates were as follows: 
(Burleigh): Violet-green Swallow, Lewiston, Sept. 
29; Bank Swallow, Moscow, Aug. 22; Rough- 
winged Swallow, Moscow, Aug. 28; Barn Swal- 
low, Uniontown, Wash., Sept. 29 (late); Cliff 
Swallow, Moscow, Sept. 17 (late). 


Wrens through Vireos—Departure dates were 
as follows (Burleigh): House Wren, Pullman, 
Wash., Sept. 22; Catbird, Moscow, Sept. 19 (late); 
Hermit Thrush, Moscow, Oct. 12 (first noted 
Sept. 15); Olive-backed Thrush, Moscow, Sept. 
5 (and a late record, Sept. 16, Jollie); Veery, 
Moscow, Sept. 2; Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Moscow, 
Oct. 24; Water Pipit, Pullman, Wash., Oct. 19 
(first noted at Genesee, Sept. 13); Solitary Vireo, 
Potlatch, Oct. 2 (late); Warbling Vireo, Moscow, 
Sept. 17. Winter Wrens, now rarely seen since 
the severe winters of the past 2 years, were ob- 
served at Cow Creek, Boundary Co., on Sept. 22 
(Levy), and at Moscow, Oct. 14 (Jollie) and Oct. 
27 (Burleigh). The first Gray Shrike appeared 
at Pullman, Wash., Oct. 26, an average date of 
arrival. 


Warblers.——Dates of departure were as follows 
(Burleigh): Orange-crowned Warbler, Pullman, 
Wash., Oct. 8; Yellow Warbler, Lewiston, Sept. 
4; Townsend’s Warbler, Pullman, Wash., Sept. 
28 (very late); Macgillivray’s Warbler, Moscow, 
Sept. 30 (late); Common Yellowthroat, Moscow, 
Oct. 4 (late); Yellow-breasted Chat, Potlatch, 
Sept. 3; Am. Redstart, Princeton, Aug. 24. The 
Myrtle Warbler, rarely seen in the fall, was noted 
at Pullman, Wash., Sept. 22, and at Moscow, 
Oct. 4. A Northern Water-thrush, an extremely 
rare transient, was seen at Potlatch, Aug. 12. 
The Black-capped Warbler appeared at Moscow, 
Aug. 10, and was observed almost daily through 
Oct. 16. 


Blackbirds and Tanagers—Departure dates 
(Burleigh) were as follows: Brewer’s Blackbird, 
Spangle, Wash., Oct. 30; Brown-headed Cowbird, 
Lewiston, Aug. 21 (late). Flocks of Western 
Meadowlarks and Red-winged Blackbirds were 
frequently observed throughout all of October. 
The last Western Tanager was seen at Moscow, 
Sept. 24 (Jollie). 
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Sparrows.—Departure dates (Burleigh) were as 
follows: Black-headed Grosbeak, Potlatch, Sept. 
3 (late); Cassin’s Finch, Moscow, Oct. 29 (late); 
Spotted Towhee, Lewiston, Oct. 13; Savannah 
Sparrow, Lewiston, Oct. 21 (late); Vesper Spar- 
row, Moscow, Sept. 27; Lark Sparrow, Lewiston, 
Oct. 13 (late); Brewer’s Sparrow, Moscow, Sept. 
5. The Gray-crowned Rosy Finch appeared at 
Sisters Peak, Shoshone Co., Oct. 15 (Levy), and 
at Genesee, Latah Co., Oct. 21 (Burleigh). The 
Slate-colored Junco was first seen at Moscow, 
Oct. 17, the Am. Tree Sparrow at Lewiston, Oct. 
16, the White-crowned Sparrow at Lewiston, 
Aug. 27 (early), and the Lincoln’s Sparrow at 
Moscow, Aug. 30 (early). Fox Sparrows are fair- 
ly common summer residents in northern Idaho 
and eastern Washington, but are rarely observed 
after early August. It was of interest, therefore, 
that a single bird taken at Pullman, Wash., on 
Oct. 1, was found to represent the Alberta Fox 
Sparrow (altivagans).—T. D. BuRLEIGH, School 
of Forestry, University of Idaho, Moscow, Idaho. 


GREAT BASIN—CENTRAL ROCKY MOUN- 
TAIN REGION.—In general, the weather over 
most of the — was hot and dry during the 
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part of 
September 
was mild 
vesen’ i} with nor- 
——— mal _preci- 
pitation. October and the first week in November 
were abnormally clear and warm; a cold front 
moved in from the northwest on Nov. 9, and on 
Nov. 13 a large part of the open water ponds 
and lakes were covered with ice. This cold spell 
lasted for several days and moved a large per- 
centage of the waterfowl and most of the shore- 
birds on to warmer climates. The fall migration 
through this Intermountain Region appeared, in 
general, to be about normal as compared with 
the previous few years. 


Loons, Grebes, and Pelicans—A freshly killed 
Arctic Loon was found near the Ruby Lake 
Refuge near Elko, Nev., Oct. 21 (Baine H. Ca- 
ter). A Common Loon, which had died a week 
or so earlier, was observed on Nov. 12 at Farm- 
ington Bay, Utah (C. W. Lockerbie). F. G. 
Evenden reported 2 Eared Grebes at Donner Lake, 
Calif., on Oct. 9; 3 at Silver State Gun Club, near 
Leetsville, Nev., Oct. 10; and 3 at Gardnerville, 
Nev., Oct. 11. Evenden also noted 2 Pied-billed 
Grebes near Reno, Nev., and 6 near Leetsville, 
Nev., Oct. 10. At Bear River Refuge, Utah, 250 
Eared Grebes, 900 Western Grebes, and 175 Pied- 
billed Grebes were counted on Oct. 2; by end of 
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November most of them had left. At Pathfinder 
Reservoir, Wyo., 23 White Pelicans were noted 
on Sept. 4 (Oliver K. Scott), 300 were observed 
Aug. 16 at Deer Flat Refuge, near Nampa, Idaho, 
and were last seen, Nov. 27 (F. Sheldon Dart). 
At BRR, Utah, 4200 White Pelicans were esti- 


mated, Oct. 2, and by Nov. 26 their number had 
diminished to 3. 


Cormorants, Herons, and Ibis—At Deer Flat 
Refuge, Idaho, 125 Double-crested Cormorants 
were noted, Aug. 16, and were gone by Oct. 15 
(FSD). Sixty-two were seen near Salt Lake City, 
Utah, on Sept. 24 (CWL). At BRR the peak of 
the cormorant migration occurred on Oct. 2, 
when 600 were observed; by the end of Novem- 
ber only 25 remained. Dart reported 25 Great 
Blue Herons at Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho, on Aug. 
27, and they were still present by the end of 
November; at BRR 150 were noted Oct. 2, and a 
few remained throughout the period. At Deer 
Flat Refuge, 25 Am. Egrets and 60 Snowy Egrets 
were noted on Aug. 20, and were last seen, Sept. 
30 (FSD). A Snowy Egret was noted near Love- 
lock, Nev., Oct. 9 (FGE), and 10 were reported 
near Salt Lake City, Sept. 24 (CWL); at BRR 
1500 were estimated on Sept. 15 but they had 
departed by end of the period. Two hundred 
White-faced Ibis were observed near Salt Lake 
City, Sept. 24 (CWL); at Deer Flat Refuge they 
reached a peak of 450 on Aug. 27, and were 
gone by Oct. 15 (FSD); near Lovelock, Nev., 
23 were noted, Oct. 9 (FGE). The white-faced 
Ibis population at BRR was estimated at 1800 


on Sept. 1; they had all departed by end of the 
period. 


Swans.—Six Whistling Swans were observed at 
Farmington Bay, Utah, Sept. 24 (CWL): 250 
Whistling Swans arrived at Ruby Lake Refuge, 
Nev., Nov. 30, and 9 Trumpeter Swans were 
observed in that area during the period (Baine 
H. Cater). M. C. Aldous reported 23 Whistling 
Swans at the Sheldon Antelope Refuge, Cedar- 
ville, Calif., on Nov. 14, and they were last seen, 
Nov. 20. The Whistling Swan numbered 100 on 
Oct. 22 at Deer Flat Refuge, and had departed 
by Nov. 9 (FSD); at the Pathfinder Reservoir, 
Wyo., 4 were noted on Oct. 22 by O. K. Scott, 
who reported that the concentrations of ducks 
and geese this year seem to be below previous 
years. An estimated 20,000 Whistling Swans were 
using the BRR, Utah, the latter part of Novem- 
ber; this is a 20 per cent increase over previous 
years. 

Geese.—Canada Geese were noted through most 
of the Region during the period; at Cokeville, 
Wyo., a peak of 1500 was reached early in 
November; 1000 were observed at Ruby Lake 
Refuge, Nov., Oct. 15 (BHC). At the Deer Flat, 
Basin Canada Geese reached a peak of 5000 
on Nov. 9, and Vesser Canada Geese reached 
peak of 75 on Nov. 30; both races were still 
present at end of period; also one Cackling 
Canada Goose was noted in this area, Oct. 22 
(FSD). At the BRR a peak of 3500 Canada 


Geese was reached during November, which is 
an increase Over previous years. 

Ducks—Near Cokeville, Wyo., the usual num- 
ber of Mallards were present and by Nov. 
25 most had departed, according to W. O. Desh- 
ler, who reported that: Pintails numbered far less 
than usual this year, the Blue-winged Teal de- 
creased from last year, no golden-eyes have been 
seen in this area for two hunting seasons, al- 
though three years ago many were taken by hunt- 
ers; the overall duck population in the Cokeville, 
Wyom., area is less than for the past two years. 
At Ruby Lake Refuge, Cater reported peak con- 
centrations of 3000 Mallards on Oct. 20, 4000 
Pintail on Oct. 16, 2500 Redhead and 2500 
Canvas-back, Oct. 23, as well as 400 Blue-winged 
Teal, 500 Cinnamon Teal, and 200 Shoveller 
during September, and 500 Gadwall, 700 Am. 
Widgeon, 500 Green-winged Teal and 500 Ruddy 
Ducks during October. At Deer Flat Refuge, a 
peak concentration of 500,000 Mallards was esti- 
mated, Nov. 9, according to Sheldon Dart, who 
also reported 1500 Blue-winged Teal and 1000 
Cinnamon Teal on Sept. 15, 10,000 Green-winged 
Teal on Oct. 15, and 2000 Gadwall, 8000 Am. 
Widgeon, 8000 Pintail, 1000 Redhead, 1000 Can- 
vas-back, 1000 scaup, 500 Am. Golden-eye, 200 
Barrow’s Golden-eye, and 300 Buffle-head the 
latter part of November. Lockerbie reported a 
peak concentration of 10,000 Pintail near Salt 
Lake City on Nov. 12, and 1000 Am. Widgeon, 
Sept. 24. Evenden observed 12,000 miscellaneous 
ducks on Oct. 9 adjacent to Humbolt Lakes, Love- 
lock, Nev., as well as smaller numbers of Mal- 
lard, Gadwall, Am. Widgeon, Pintail, teal, Shov- 
eller, Redhead, and Ruddy, at various points in 
Nevada. At BRR the Green-winged Teal popu- 
lation has increased, while Pintails and Canvas- 
backs have decreased. Following are a few peak 
concentration figures for the more common 
species of ducks at Bear River Refuge: Mallard, 
35,000, Oct. 2; Gadwall, 38,000, Oct. 18; Am. 
Widgeon, 65,000, Oct. 18; Pintail, 300,000, Oct. 
18; Green-winged Teal, 300,000, Oct. 18; Cin- 
namon Teal, 4000, Oct. 18; Shoveller, 60,000, 
Oct. 18: Redhead, 9000, Oct. 18; Canvas-back, 
35,000, Oct. 2; Lesser Scaup, 1000, Oct. 18; Rud- 
dy Duck, 1500, Oct. 18; and White-winged 
Scoter, 50, Nov. 30. One Old-squaw was taken 
by a hunter at BRR, Nov. 24. 

Hawks.—Two Rough-legged Hawks were noted, 
Nov. 12, near Salt Lake City (CWL). The hawk 
migration near Casper, Wyo., was about aver- 
age, with eagles appearing in numbers in Novem- 
ber (OKS). At BRR on Oct. 18 one Rough- 
legged Hawk, 1 Golden Eagle, 25 Marsh Hawks, 
4 Peregrine Falcons, and 2 Sparrow Hawks were 
observed. Two Prairie Falcons were noted near 
Lovelock, Nev., on Oct. 9 and 10 (FGE). 


Cranes and Coots.—Fifteen Sandhill Cranes 
were counted during the period at Ruby Lake 
Refuge, Nev. (BHC). Am. Coots were reported 
in usual numbers through most of the Region; 
70,000 were estimated at BRR on Sept. 5, which 
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is an increase Over previous years. 

Shorebirds, Gulls, and Terns—Near Salt Lake 
City, 6 Snowy Plovers were observed on Aug. 
27; Black-bellied Plovers, 24, Sept. 24; 12 Spotted 
Sandpipers and 2 Solitary Sandpipers, Aug. 12; 
42 Greater Yellow-legs and 82 Lesser Yellow- 
legs, Sept. 24; 1 Pectoral Sandpiper, Aug. 12: 6 
Baird’s Sandpipers, 60 Western Sandpipers, and 
4 Sanderlings on Aug. 27. Also 1000 Am. Avocets, 
Sept. 24 (last one seen on Nov. 12), 300 Black- 
necked Stilts, Aug. 12 (last observation), 200 
Wilson’s Phalaropes (last seen Aug. 12), 1000 
Ring-billed Gulls, Sept. 24, 177 Franklin’s Gulls 
and 100 Forster’s Terns, Aug. 12 (last seen Sept. 
24), 1 Caspian Tern last seen Sept. 24, and 25 
Black Terns last seen Aug. 12 (CWL). Evenden 
reported 1400 Am. Avocets near Fernley, Nev., 
Oct. 9, 1200 Am. Avocets near Lovelock, Nev., 
Oct. 9, and Dowitchers and Caspian Terns near 
Lovelock, Nev., Oct. 9. Two Killdeer were noted 
near Alamosa, Colo., Nov. 24, with 1 still present 


at end of November (Mrs. Robert Armagast). 
The fall migration of shorebirds through the 
BRR appeared to be about normal. Following 


are a few peak concentration figures on shore- 
birds at BRR: Killdeer, 400, Sept. 5; Am. Golden 
Plover, 10, Oct. 2; Black-bellied Plover, 50, Oct. 
2: Spotted Sandpiper, 50, Sept. 16: Greater Yel- 
law-legs, 35, Sept. 16; Lesser Yellow-legs, 150, 
Aug. 16; Baird’s Sandpiper, 3000, Sept. 16: Do- 
witcher, 9000, Sept. 16; Western Sandpiper. 5000, 


Aug. 15: Marbled Godwit, 5000, Sept. 1 (500 
were still present on Nov. 22): Am. Avocet, 
9000, Aug. 15; Black-necked Stilt, 4000, Aug. 


15; Wilson’s Phalarope, 2000, Aug. 15; Northern 
Phalarope, 3000, Sept. 1; Ring-bellied Gull, 2000 
Oct. 2; Forster’s Tern, 3500, Aug. 15; and Black 
Tern, 2200, Aug. 15. 


Woodpeckers and Passerine Birds—F. G. Even- 
den, Jr., reported Red-shafted Flickers common in 
farming areas of Lovelock and Fallon, Nev., also, 
one Hairy Woodpecker at Carson on Oct. 11. 
Red-shafted Flickers were common in the vicinity 
of Brigham, Utah, and at Bear River Refuge 
Headquarters. Barn and Cliff Swallows were very 
numerous at BRR; 7500 Barn Swallows were 
estimated in early September, last observed Oct. 
29. Several hundred Violet-green and Tree Swal- 
lows were also observed at BRR during Septem- 
ber. Mrs. Robert M. Armagast reported gros- 
beaks and Am. Robins have been common in 
Alamosa, Colo., during the latter part of Novem- 
ber. M. C. Aldous reported Am. Robins and 
Common Starlings present at Sheldon National 
Antelope Refuge during November. Lockerbie re- 
ported a good migration of Am. Robins through 
the Salt Lake City area in September; also several 
migrating flocks of Mountain Bluebirds during 
August and September. He also observed approxi- 
mately 100 Common Starlings on Oct. 14; this 
bird is now increasing very rapidly in the Great 
Basin area, several flocks having been observed 
in the Brigham, Utah, area this fall. Am. Gold- 
finches have been abundant at BRR this fall; 
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however, the Oregon Juncos have been noticeably 
absent. Five Evening Grosbeaks were observed 
at BRR, Dec. 10. Small flocks of Evening Gros- 
beaks were still present in the Salt Lake City 
area (CWL). Black-capped and Mountain Chicka- 
dees were reported at Fallon and Carson, Nev., 
and 30 Water Pipits at Lovelock and 10 at Fern- 
ley, Nev., Oct. 10; Audubon’s Warblers were 
common at Reno, Lovelock, and Carson, Nev.. 
on Oct. 9 to 11; and White-crowned Sparrows 
were abunndant at Lovelock, Oct. 9 (FGE Jr).— 
VANEZ T. WILSON and Ross H. Norr, Bear River 
Migratory Bird Refuge, Brigham, Utah. 


SOUTHWEST REGION.—This was one of the 




















warmest and driest autumns on record. Little 
rain fell, and unusually dry condiiions prevailed 
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Loons were unusually common in the Colorado 
valley, where they were seen from Sept. 26 on 
Havasu Lake to Nov. 12 on the California side 
near Topock, Ariz. (Gale Monson). One was 
seen on Ascarate Lake, El Paso, Tex.. Nov. | to 
20 (Harriet Conway. Mary Keefer). Another 
came down in the plaza at Socorro, N. Mex.. 
Nov. 25 (Raymond Fleetwood). Previous records 


for the Rio Grande Valley are scarce. More 
than 100 Am. Egrets were seen near Liberty. 
Ariz.. Nov. 24 (Harry Crockett). A Green 
Heron was seen in the Bill Williams Delta, 
Ariz.. Nov. 21 (GM). An Am. Bittern was 
noted at Ehrenberg, Ariz., on the unusually 


early date of Aug. 23 (Warren Pulich). A Least 
Bittern was still present on the Bosque del 
Apache Nat'l. Wildlife Refuge. N. Mex., Oct. 
26 (RF). A White-faced Ibis was noted on Tornillo 
Lakes, 32 miles east of El Paso. Nov. 4 (Lena 
McBee). 


Waterfowl—The general consensus of reports 
is that waterfowl are present in about usual 
numbers, with the trend downward, if anything. 
Canada Geese put in their appearance somewhat 
earlier than usual, with 100 reaching the Bosque 
Refuge, Sept. 30 (Legrand Olsen), and 12 al- 
ready present at Topock. Oct. 12. More than 
150 had arrived at Topock by Oct. 19, an un- 
usually large number for so early in the fall 
(GM). A peak of 25,000 Mallards was reached 
at the Bosque Refuge, Nov. 17, and 24,000 
Pintails were present there the week of Nov. 
11 (RF). Green-winged Teal numbers were defi- 
nitely down, both on the Bosque Refuge (RF) 


and at Havasu Lake Refuge (GM). A Wood 
Duck was seen on the Bosque Refuge, Aug. 25 
(RF, William Julian), followed by other rec- 
ords, Oct. 25 and Nov. 20. One mingled with 
Am. Coots at Parker Dam, California side, Oct. 
2 to 24, and another was seen above Topock, 
Oct. 11 (GM). ; 

Hawks through Rails —Six Black Vultures were 
seen at Nogales, Ariz., Sept. 12 (Betty Jackson). 
Ten Gambel’s Quail were observed at Silver 
Creek, near Snowflake, Ariz., Sept. 16 (Louise 
Levine), a new record for that area. An early 
Sora was seen at Topock, Aug. 25, and they 
were very common in rice fields on the Colorado 
River Indian Reservation, Ariz., Sept. 2 (GM). 

Shorebirds, Gulls, and Terns-—Two Mountain 
Plover were noted above Topock, Oct. 19, and 
4 the following day (GM). Three Wilson’s Snipe, 
seen Sept. 2 on the Colorado River Indian Res- 
ervation, were unusually early (GM). A_ flock 
of 170 Long-billed Curlews was observed near 
Fabens, Tex., Nov. 4 (LM). A Hudsonian Cur- 
lew was present in the Bill Williams Delta, 
Sept. 23 (GM). An Upland Sandpiper was seen 
over Socorro, Aug. 23 (RF). A_ Black-necked 
Stilt juvenile, about 2 weeks old when first seen, 
was found on the Colorado River Indian Reserva- 
tion, Aug. 27 and Sept. 2 (GM), forming the 
first breeding record for the Colorado valley. A 


Pomarine Jaeger, the second record for Arizona, 


was taken on Havasu Lake, Sept. 26 (GM). A 
late Forster's Tern was present at Topock, Oct. 
19 (GM). 

Doves through Hummingbirds.—The last White- 
winged Dove was noted at Fort Huachuca, Ariz., 
Sept. 29 (Charles Wallmo). A Ground Dove was 
seen at Topock, Sept. 28 (GM), and 1 was ob- 
served at 5400 feet in Huachuca Canyon, Hua- 
chuca Mts., Ariz., Oct. 19 (CW). A Road-run- 
ner was present at Santa Fe, N. Mex., Nov. 
26, and several days thereafter (Henry Kylling- 
stad). A flock of 15 to 20 Groove-billed Anis 
was seen in lower Rucker Canyon, Chiricahua 
Mts., Ariz., on 2 dates in October (Lloyd Harris). 
Two Spotted Owls were seen in Miller Canyon, 
Huachuca Mt., Sept. 25 (Aristide Gallizioli), and 
1 was seen in Scheelite Canyon of the same 
range, Nov. 2 (CW). A Saw-whet Owl was seen 
at El Paso, Nov. 16 (Conway). About 4 White- 
throated Swifts were observed in the upper part 
of the Santa Catalina Mts., Ariz., Oct. 29 (H. 
Broadbooks). A female Calliope Hummingbird 
was seen below Supai, Havasupai Indian Reserva- 
tion, Ariz., Sept. 25 (Allan Phillips), and others 
were noted in the upper Santa Catalina Mts., 
Sept. 25 and Oct. 6 (Joe Marshall). 

Woodpeckers —A male Yellow-shafted Flicker 
was found at Boulder City, Nev., Oct. 19 (WP). 
One was seen near Tucson, Ariz., Oct. 28 
(Alma Foerster), and the remains of one (the 
same bird?) were found there, Nov. 9 (AP). Ap- 
parently a limited flight of Acorn Woodpeckers 
has taken place, as evidenced by the following 


records away from known breeding areas: 1 in 


‘pecker was seen at Snowflake, Nov. 22 


the Bill Williams Delta, Oct. 23 (GM); and 
about 25 at Baboquivari Camp, on the west side 
of the Baboquivari Mts., Ariz., Dec. 3 (JM). 
A fiight of Lewis’s Woodpeckers rivaling that 
of 2 years ago has occurred, with unusual records 
from several areas, including the following: 1 
at Topock, Sept. 20 (GM); 2 at Boulder City, 
Sept. 22 (WP); 3 in the Canelo Hills, Ariz., 
Sept. 27 (CW); unusually common on the South 
Rim, Grand Canyon Nat'l. Park, Ariz., Sept. 28 
(AP); and 9 seen in the Bill Williams Delta, 
Oct. 4 (GM). At least 4 were still present on 
the Colorado River Indian Reservation, Nov. 30 
(GM). A male Williamson’s Sapsucker was noted 
at El Paso, Sept. 24 (MK). A Downy Wood- 
(Li). 


Flycatchers—A young Tropical Kingbird, not 
yet fully grown, was seen with a few adults at 
Tucson, Sept. 13 (AP,GM). An Eastern King- 
bird was observed near San Antonio, N. Mex., 
Sept. 6 (RF); 3 were noted on the Bosque 
Refuge on Sept. 7 (Russell Clapper) and 2 on 
Sept. 12 (RF). One was seen at San Felipe 
Pueblo, N. Mex., Aug. 15 (HK). A female Ver- 
milion Flycatcher was found on the Bosque 
Refuge, Oct. 6 (RF). 


Jays and Crows.—This is the greatest flight 
year on record for Corvidae. There has been a 
general flight of Steller’s and Scrub Jays into the 
lowlands. The former began appearing at El 
Paso in early September, and has been common 
since (LM). Two were seen along the Gila 
River at Geronimo, Ariz., Sept. 20 (AP). Three 
or 4 were noted at Elfrida, Ariz., Sept. 25 (Lyn- 
don Hargrave). Several were seen between Steins 
Pass and Las Cruces, N. Mex., Oct. 4 (LH, AP). 
Two had reached the Bill Williams Delta, Oct. 


#23 (GM), and 2 others were seen near Wellton, 


Ariz., Oct. 28 (Crockett). By Nov. 8 they had 
spread to Palo Verde, Calif., where 3 were seen 
(WP); and on Nov. 11, 1 was observed at Owl- 
head Dam, Kofa Game Range, Ariz., (Arthur 
Halloran). They were numerous at Snowflake 
after Nov. 21 (LL). One was noted at Baboqui- 
vari Camp, Dec. 3 (JM). Scrub Jays, while nor- 
mally putting in their appearance in the low- 
lands each year in small numbers, definitely 
went on a rampage this year, with numbers 
recorded at every station. First ones reported 
were 6 or 7 at Tucson, Sept. 14 (Anders Ander- 
son), and 1 near Parker Dam, California side, 
Sept. 16 (GM). As many as 300 in a flock were 
seen on the Bosque Refuge in September (RF). 
There was an unusual southward flight of Am. 
Crows on the Bosque Refuge, with flocks num- 
bering more than 400 seen (RF). Pinon Jays 
have shared in the unrest, although their move- 
ments have not been so widespread. They were 
noted as unusually common in the Hualpai Mts., 
Ariz.. Aug. 24 to 28 (AP). They have been 
present at Snowflake since Sept. 4 (LL). The 
earliest flock was seen on Sept. 11 in the Hua- 
chuca Mts., where they are extremely abundant 
(CW). Clark’s Nutcrackers, not to be outdone, 
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ranged far from their usual homes. Six were 
seen in the upper Santa Catalina Mts., Sept. 
3 (Randolph Jenks); flocks were appearing in 
the Huachuca Mts., Sept. 5, where they became 
very abundant (CW); more than 1000 were seen 
between Santa Fe and Tesuque, N. Mex., Oct. 
2 (HK); 1 was seen near Peach Springs, Ariz., 
Oct. 8 (GM); 7 were seen 5 miles east of Cloud- 
croft, N. Mex., Oct. 16 (MK,LM); and 1 was 
observed in Sabino Canyon, in the lower Santa 
Catalinas, Oct. 27 (Mrs. E. Hodges). 


Titmice and Nuthatches—A Plain Titmouse 
was seen with Pygmy Nuthatches at El Paso, 
Sept. 22 (LM). The unrest in Corvidae appar- 
ently included the Nuthatches, as both White- 
breasted and Red-breasted Nuthatches were re- 
ported from the lowlands generally. Both species 
were described as unusually common at El Paso 
during the fore part of the season (LM). White- 
breasted Nuthatches were seen at Snowflake as 
early as July 21 (LL). One was noted near Tuc- 
son, Sept. 13 (GM,AP), and 1 was seen at 
Boulder City on the same date (WP). Several 
were observed at Geronimo, Sept. 20 (AP). 
Seven or 8 were seen along the Salt River at 
its junction with the Verde, Sept. 30 (Lewis 
Yaeger, AP). Individuals were noted in the Bill 
Williams Delta from Oct. 23 to Nov. 21 (GM), 
and 1 was seen in Phoenix, Ariz. (date?) (Carlos 
Stannard). Records in the Tucson area were 
frequent, especially from Oct. 31 to Nov. 12 
(AP). Among the more interesting records of 
Red-breasted Nuthatches are the following: 1 in 
the Hualpai Mts., Aug. 23 (AP); 1 at Boulder 
City, Sept. 2, still present, Oct. 17 (WP); 1 in 
the Bill Williams Delta, Sept. 5 and thereafter to 
at least Nov. 21 (GM); present along South 
Rim, Grand Canyon Nat’l. Park. Sept. 14 (Harold 
Bryant); 1 at Geronimo, Sept. 20 (AP); 1 at 
confluence of Salt and Verde Rivers, Sept. 30 (AP, 
LY); 1 at Snowflake, Oct. 4 (LL); 1 at Tucson, 
Oct. 21 (R. Streets); 1 at Bosque Refuge, Oct. 
22 (RF); 1, 20 miles east of Florence, Ariz., 
Nov. 4 (Richard Reed); and 1 near Tucson, 
Nov. 9 (AP). 


Creepers through Gnatcatchers—A Brown 
Creeper was seen in the Bill Williams Delta, 
Nov. 21 (E. Stergios). A Dipper was found in 
Silver Creek Canyon near Snowflake, Oct. 28 
(LL). Am. Robins were generally common in 
the lowlands. Western Bluebirds were reported 
from most lowland stations, but not as often 
as Mountain Bluebirds, which were reported as 
common after early November from most locali- 
ties except El Paso. An Olive-backed Thrush 
was seen at Tucson, Sept. 13 (GM, AP). Town- 
send’s Solitaires were unusually common in and 
near the Colorado valley, being reported from the 
Bill Williams Delta, Sept. 23, and Nov. 10 and 
21 (GM); from Boulder City, Sept. 29 and Nov. 
23 (WP); from Owlhead Dam, Kofa Game 
Range, Nov. 11 (AH); and from the Colorado 
River Indian Reservation, Nov. 15 (GM). Two 
were seen at Supai, Sept. 26 (AP). A Blue-gray 
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Gnatcatcher was seen near timber line on the 
San Francisco Peaks, Ariz., Aug. 31 (AP). 


Vireos and Wood Warblers.—A Red-eyed Vireo 
was seen below Supai, Sept. 24 (AP). A Black 
and White Warbler was observed at Tucson, 
Nov. 9 (AP). Late Townsend’s Warblers were 
1 seen at Tucson, Nov. 9 (AP), and a male 
at El Paso, Nov. 16 (MK). A Black-throated 
Green Warbler was observed near Tucson, Nov. 
6 (AF, AP). A Northern Water-thrush was seen 
in Ash Canyon, San Andres Mts., N. Mex., Aug. 
19 (RF); 2 were seen at El Paso, Aug. 22 (Mrs. 
A. Andresen); and 1 was noted on the Bosque 
Refuge, Sept. 15 (RF). Late Macgillivray’s and 
Black-capped Warblers were seen at or near 
Tucson, a single bird in each instance, Nov. 6 
(AF, AP). An Am. Redstart was noted west of 
Eagar, Ariz., Aug. 12 (AP), and transient birds 
of the same species were seen at Boulder City, 
Sept. 19 and Oct. 21 (WP). 


Finches and Sparrows.—A Painted Bunting was 
noted at Anthony, N. Mex., Aug. 27 (LM). At 
least 4 Dickcissels were observed at Geronimo, 
Sept. 19 to 20, and another was seen below 
Supai, Sept. 25 (AP). Evening Grosbeaks were 
present in unusual numbers, as evidenced by the 
following records: 4 at Ropes Springs, San Andres 
Mts., Aug. 22 (RF); 6 at Snowflake, Oct. 16 
(LL); present at El Paso since Nov. 6 (LM); 
3 on the Bosque Refuge, Nov. 8 (RC); 1 at 
Socorro, Nov. 12 (RF); and 2 in the lower 
Santa Rita Mts., Nov. 17 (Mr. & Mrs. E. Mor- 
ton). Both Purple and Cassin’s Finches were re- 
ported from lowland areas. The Purple Finch 
(California race) was noted at Supai, Sept. 23 
(AP); at Havasu Lake, Sept. 26 (GM); at Parker 
Dam, California side, Nov. 10 (GM); on the 
Colorado River Indian Reservation, Nov. 15 
(GM); and at Tucson, Nov. 20 to at least Dec. 
2 (AF, AP). Cassin’s Finches were noted at Fort 
Huachuca, Nov. 2 and 8, and later (CW), and 
near Tucson, Nov. 6 and 12 (William Foerster, 
AF, AP). Pine Siskins were common in south- 
eastern Arizona, but apparently in normal num- 
bers elsewhere. A flock of at least 60 was seen 
at Fort Grant, Ariz., as early as Aug. 10 (AP). 
An Am. Goldfinch was heard near Flagstaff, 
Aug. 15 (AP). Lesser Goldfinches were reported 
as abundant at Fort Huachuca, Sept. 8 to 15 
(CW). Lawrence’s Goldfinch has apparently made 
this another flight year. They were common 
at Tucson (AP), were reported from Tumaca- 
cori Nat’l Monument, Ariz., Nov. 30 (BJ), and 
have been present at El Paso since Nov. 16, in- 
cluding a flock of 42 seen at Ascarate Lake, 
Dec. 2 (LM). A striking feature of the season 
has been the appearance of the Sitka race of 
the Red Crossbill in Arizona; at least 4 were 
noted on the San Francisco Peaks, Aug. 30 to 
31 (AP, Milton Wetherill); a flock of 12 or 
more was seen near Flagstaff from Sept. 18 to 
at least Sept. 22 (AP,MW); and small flocks 
have been noted at and near Tucson, Oct. 31 
to Nov. 22 (AF, WF, AP,JM). An early Green- 


tailed Towhee was noted on the Colorado River 
Indian Reservation, Aug. 27 (GM). Savannah 
Sparrows were common in mid-September on the 
South Rim, Grand Canyon Park, where they 
have not been previously recorded (Bryant). An 
early Vesper Sparrow was seen at Ropes Springs, 
San Andres Mts., Aug. 18 (RF). Lark Sparrows 
were reported as unusually common in the Rio 
Grande valley (RF,LM). A Golden-crowned 
Sparrow was observed at Tucson, Nov. 26 (AP), 
and a White-throated Sparrow was caught in a 
banding trap at Santa Fe, Dec. 2 (HK). A Fox 
Sparrow was seen above Topock, Nov. 12 (GM). 
A Swamp Sparrow was present on the Bosque 
Refuge, Nov. 6 (RF). An early Chestnut-collared 
Longspur was seen flying over Mormon Lake, 
Ariz., Sept. 21 (AP).—GaLeE Monson, Havasu 
Lake Nat’l. Wildlife Refuge, Parker, Ariz. 


NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—August 
was dry and warmer than normal. September was 
moderately warm, with precipitation below normal. 





This condition carried 
over into the first part 
of October. The rest of 


the month was overcast, 
windy, moderately cool, 
with nearly double the 
normal amount of rain- 
fall. November was warm- 
er than normal, frequent- 


ly stormy, with heavy 
precipitation. Because of 
the growing importance 
of Bellevue among the 


small communities on the 
shore of Lake Washington 
east of Seattle, its name 
will be used henceforth 
instead of its close neighbor, Medina. Much un- 
used land, and lake water sheltered by Mercer 
Is.. make this area attractive to birds of all 
species. Of interest this season was the southward 
movement of Snowy Owls. The influx of Saw- 
whet Owls at Victoria attracted attention. Sev- 
eral reporters remarked about the late departure 
of swallows. 

















Grebes.—Horned Grebes were at Victoria, Sept. 
4, and Eared Grebes, Sept. 10 (A. R. David- 
son). Eared Grebes were at Blaine, Oct. 18 
(Lucile Kline). A flock of 1500 Western Grebes 
was seen at Comox, Sept. 13; otherwise much 
below normal. Other grebes were about average 
(Theed Pearse). 


Swans, Geese.—Whistling Swans stopped at the 
Bellevue area, Nov. 5 to 7 (Walter Hagenstein, 
W. H. Ransom). Canada Geese passed through 
Comox in goodly number (TP). A _ concentra- 
tion of 10,000 was seen on mud flats on the 
west coast of Vancouver Is., Nov. 6 (C. J. 
Guiguet). About 100 were seen at Blaine, Oct. 
20 (LK); and some at Medina, Oct. 28 (WH). 
They arrived early, Sept. 27, in the Portland area 


(Oregon Audubon Society). Cackling Canada 
Geese were heading south in Marion Co., Oreg., 
Sept. 1 (F. G. Evenden, Jr.). White-fronted 
Geese went through S. Vancouver Is. the last 
of October (CJG). Snow Geese were at Bellevue, 
Oct. 18, 30, Nov. 7 (WH). 


Ducks.—A considerable migration of Mallards 
and Pintails was noted at Comox in mid-October. 
Pintails were mainly young birds. Am. Widgeons 
were scarce until early November, when a flock 
of 400+, mainly young, went through. Scaup 
showed some improvement over recent years. 
Surf Scoters were above average in migration, 
with Red-breasted Mergansers very few (TP). 
The first Am. Widgeon, Shovellers, and Red- 
breasted Mergansers were at Victoria, Sept 29, 
with immature Shovellers, Oct. 16. Greater Scaup, 
Old-squaws, Buffle-heads and Hooded Mergansers 
came in Oct. 15 to 18 (J. O. Clay, A. R. David- 
son). A concentration of Mallards, Pintails, 
Green-winged Teal, Surf and White-winged 
Scoters was seen on the west coast of Vancouver 
Is.. Nov. 10 (CJG). Pintails were first seen at 
Blaine, Sept. 30, with 500+, Oct. 10; Ruddy 
Ducks (12), Oct. 14; 13 female Buffle-heads, 
Oct. 28; Greater Scaup (5) and Am. Golden- 
eyes (12), Nov. 29 (LK). About 500 Pintails 
were migrating high at the north end of L. 
Sammamish, King Co., Wash., Nov. 3 (WHR). 
Am. Widgeon arrived at Bellevue, Sept. 17; 
Canvas-backs, Nov. 4; Shovellers, Am. Golden- 
eyes, and Hooded Mergansers, Nov. 5; Ring- 
necked Ducks, Nov. 11, and Buffle-heads, Nov. 
18 (WH). Some Shovellers at Portland, Oct. 28, 
were early (OAS). Mr. Evenden was impressed 
by the absence of ducks at the S. Corvallis swamp, 
Sept. 5. 


Shorebirds—Small shorebirds were more in 
evidence at Comox. Greater Yellow-legs were 
better than average, with the Lesser Yellow-legs 
and Dowitchers about average. At Victoria, 
Ringed Plovers were seen, Aug. 24; Black-bellied 
Plovers, Oct. 1; Spotted Sandpipers, Oct. 12 
(Victoria Natural History Society). A few Wan- 
dering Tattlers came in, July 15 (CJG), and re- 
mained until Sept. 11. Greater Yellow-legs, first 
adults, were seen, July 30, and the Lesser, Aug. 
17 to Sept. 25. Other dates were: Pectoral Sand- 
pipers, Aug. 13; Semipalmated Sandpipers, Aug. 
20; Stilt Sandpiper, Aug. 28; Baird’s, Sept. 13; 
Dowitchers, July 29 to Sept 30. About 250 
Northern Phalaropes were seen, Aug. 31 (ARD). 
Greater Yellow-legs were at Blaine, July 28 to 
Oct. 15 (LK). Shorebirds began returning to 
the Seattle area about July 9, and were becoming 
abundant the last of August. Three immature 
Black-bellied Plovers were seen, Sept. 17. Fewer 
yellow-legs were reported in migration at Seattle, 
although many sandpipers passed through. Pec- 
toral Sandpipers were the last to leave, Oct. 3. 
The rare Semipalmated Sandpiper was at the 
University swamp, Sept. 22-23 (VC). A Willet 
was seen at Westport, Grays Harbor Co., Wash., 
Sept. 1-2 (Joan Laval). Lesser Yellow-legs (rare 
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migrants) were on Government Is., near Port- 
jand, Nov. 11, and Dowitchers, Sept. 17 (OAS). 

Gulls, Terns —California Gulls were at Victoria 
and Blaine, Aug. 15. They were back at Seattle 
in numbers the first part of August (McMan- 
nama). Short-billed Gulls (SOO=) were at 
Comox, July 31 (TP), and arrived at Victoria, 
Aug. 11 (JOC, ARD). Over 1090 Bonaparte’s 


Gulls were at Comox, July 31. They were at 
Victoria, July 18 to Oct. 5, and were last seen 
at Blaine, Nov. 5. Miss Cannon reported the 


uncommon Heermann’s and Sabine’s Gulls on 
upper Puget Sound, Aug. 27. Pearse reported 2 
Heermann’s in the same vicinity, Oct. 28. A 
Black-legged Kittiwake, a bird of the year, was 
the first seen by Pearse at Comox. Common 
Terns were at Green Lake, Seattle, Oct. 25 (VC). 

Pigeons.—The status of Band-tailed Pigeons at 
Seattle was about the same. They were seen reg- 
ularly at Bellevue during the period, | or a few. 
at times as many as 50 (Sept. 10), and 75 (Nov. 
15 (WH). They nested during late August and 
early September on Mt. Tabor in Portland (OAS). 

Owls.—Reports of Snowy Owls came from 
Comox (3); Blaine (1), Nov. 25; Bellevue, Nov. 
17 (WH); and Nov. 25 (H. W. Beecher). A 
female was captured in Olympia, Wash., in mid- 


November (Daily Olympian), Five adult Saw- 
whet Owls, taken in the Victoria area, Oct. 14 
to 19, will be banded and released (CJG). An- 


other was seen, Nov. 7 (ARD). One found dead 
in Portland, Oreg., Nov. 19, is the second record 
for Multnomah Co. (OAS). 

Nighthawks through Woodpeckers.—The migra- 
tion of land birds at Comox was generally poor. 
The good weather was blamed. A wave of Com- 
mon Nighthawks passed through, Aug. 18, with 
Black Swifts, Aug. 15 (TP). Common Night- 
hawks were last seen at Victoria, Aug. 25 
(VNHS); at Blaine, Aug. 28 (LK); and at Belle- 
vue, Nov. 7 (WH). Black Swifts were seen reg- 
ularly at Bellevue, Aug. 15 to Sept. 28. Vaux’s 
Swifts were last seen there, Sept. 10. A_ flock 
over W. Seattle, Oct. 5, was somewhat late (VC). 
Rufous Hummingbirds left Victoria, Aug. 30 
(ARD); and Bellevue, Sept. 4 (WH). They were 


still at Woodburn, Marion Co., Oreg., Sept. 3 
(FGE); Yellow-shafted Flickers are occasion- 
ally seen in the central part of this Region, 


where hybrids (Red Yellow-shafted) are some- 
times seen. Three Yellow-shafted Flickers were 
noted at Blaine, Nov. 9, and a hybrid male was 
noted (LK). A typical Yellow-shafted was seen 
at Portland, Nov. 18 (OAS). 

Flycatchers, Swallows.—Olive-sided Flycatchers 
were last seen at Blaine, Aug. 14; and at Belle- 
vue, Aug. 28. Traill’s Flycatchers left Blaine and 
Bellevue, Aug. 28 .The Western Flycatcher was 
lest noted at Bellevue, Aug. 23. Violet-green 
Swallows left Victoria, Aug. 15: Barn Swallows. 
Sept. 10 (ARD). At Blaine, Cliff Swallows left. 
\ug. 25; Violet-greens, Sept. 2; and the Barn, 
Sept. 12. A pair of the latter were feeding young, 
Aug. 31. Six or more Violet-green Swallows were 


36 


noted at Seattle, Oct. 8 (McM). A flock of Barn 
Swallows was reported in SE Seattle. Oct. 1 (no 
later reports) (VC). Last dates at Bellevue were: 
Cliff Swallows, Aug. 31; Barn, Sept. 15; Viole:- 
green, Sept. 25; Tree. Oct. 11: with Purple Mar- 
tins, Sept. 16 (WH). Violet-green Swallows were 
still at Woodburn, Sept. 3, with Tree and Barn 
Swallows at Corvallis, Sept. 5 (FGE). 
Thrushes—Am. Robins were few in migration 
at Comox. Olive-backed (Russet) Thrushes passed 


through in a wave, Aug. 18 (TP). Olive-backs 
left Victoria, Aug. 30 (ARD); and _ Bellevue, 


Aug. 27 (WH). Western Bluebirds were last seen 


at Victoria, Oct. 1, and at Blaine, Oct. 23. 
Hermit Thrushes were noted last at Victoria, 
Oct. | (JOC). 

Pipits through Warblers.—Water Pipits were 
more numerous in migration at Comox, were 
noted at Victoria, Sept. 9; at Blaine, Sept. 28; 
and at Bellevue, Sept. 10. Common Starlings 
were reported in NE Portland, Oct. 28, and 
farther north on dairy lands, Nov. 19 (OAS). 
There were 3 reports of the Gray Shrike at 


Comox and | at Blaine (Oct. 27). Solitary Vireos 
passed through Comox in a wave, Aug. 18, and 
were not seen later. They were last reported at 
Victoria, Oct. 13 (JOC), and at Bellevue, Sept. 
12, where the Red-eyed Vireo was last seen, Sept. 
4+ (WH). Warbling Vireos left Victoria, Aug. 
13. Orange-crowned and Yellow Warblers passed 
through Comox, Aug. 18. They were last seen 
at Victoria, Oct. 1 and 13, respectively. The 
Orange-crowned Warbler left Bellevue, Sept. 13; 
the Yellow, Aug. 25; and the Common Yellow- 
throat, Sept. 10. Black-throated Gray Warblers 
were there until Oct. 7. Black-capped Warblers 
were last seen at Victoria, Oct. 7. 

Tanagers, Finches, Sparrows.—Western Tanagers 
passed through Comox, Aug. 18; were last seen 
at Victoria, Aug. 26; and at Bellevue, Sept. 12. 
Am. Goldfinches were last seen at Victoria, Sept. 
25. Migrating sparrows seemed few at Comox, 
although Chipping Sparrows passed through in 
a wave, Aug. 18. They were last seen at Victoria 
on the same day, and at Bellevue, Aug. 31. 
White-crowned Sparrows were last seen at Vic- 
toria, Sept. 24 (ARD); and the Golden-crowned. 
Oct. 15 (JOC).—Martua R. FLAnaut, Washing- 
ton State Museum, University of Washington, 
Seattle, Wash. 


CORRIGENDA 


Corrections in Volume 4 should be made as 
follows: 

Page 179, col. 2: delete Sth and 6th lines from 
bottom of page and insert “(7ex., Brownsville): 
White Ibis, 1041 (Fla., Myakka).” 

Page 181, col. 2, line 40: change 
ington)” to “(N.C., Wilmington).” 

Page 259, col. 1, line 6: change 
to “Bolinas Lagoon.” 

Page 291, col. 2, line 37: change “Immigrant 
Pass” to “Emigrant Gap.” 


“(N.C., Wash- 


“Bolinas Bay” 


MIDDLE PACIFIC COAST REGION. — The 
long series of dry years was terminated abruptly 
this fall, and bird watchers generally were pleased 
with their find- 
ings in central 
Satatse- 
nia. There were 
spells of ex- 
treme heat in 
late August and 
early Septem- 
ber and again 
in the second 
week of Oc- 
tober. Rains 
came in the last 
10 days of Oc- 
tober, with 
heavy storms in 
mid-November. 
Ducks began to 
arrive in mid- 
September, but 
most of the waterfowl did not come until after 
mid-November. The winter shorebirds came in 
great numbers. Land birds made quick responses 
to the changed conditions. Numerous species 
have come to the low, coastal areas in greater 
than normal numbers. Some strictly resident 
species have survived well after a favorable nest- 
ing period. 

















Water Birds——The Arctic Loon is rare inland; 
F. G. Evenden, Jr. reported 1 at Pardee Reser- 
voir on Nov. 29. On trips to the Farallon Islands 
H. L. Cogswell (Sept. 10) and Evenden (Oct. 
15) saw Black-footed Albatross, Fulmar, Pink- 
footed, Gray-backed, Sooty, and Black-vented 
Shearwaters. On Aug. 16 Mrs. G. E. Kelly saw 
100 White Pelicans at Dumbarton Bridge. By 
Oct. 21 there were more than 300 and on Nov. 
18 only 100 (Miss E. Smith). R. L. Pyle saw 2 
on Nov. 23 at Tomales Bay. In September Even- 
den saw these birds at East Park, Woodward, and 
Hogan reservoirs and on Sept. 21 he saw 97 at 
Yolo Bypass. On Nov. 19 there were about 30 
on Joice Island (Cogswell). At the mouth of the 
Salinas River the Andersons saw 10 on Aug. 26 
and 29 on Sept. 30. 


Geese and Ducks——On Nov. 23 Pyle, Clarke, 
and Taylor saw a large flock of Brant at Tomales 
Bay and on Nov. 26 they saw 2000 at Morro 
Bay. Three males and a female Wood Duck 
stayed on the Chain-of-Lakes, Golden Gate Park, 
from Oct. 21 to Nov. 19 (Kelly). On Sept. 14 
there were 2 in Southside Park, Sacramento, and 
on Nov. 29 several at Hogan Reservoir (Even- 
den). On Nov. 25 the Andersons saw a large 
number of Canvas-backs on a slough near Moss 
Landing. On Nov. 1 Mrs. G. W. Nielsen saw 11 
Buffle-head on a lake in Santa Cruz and on Nov. 
19 Cogswell saw about 50 on Joice Island. The 
Andersons saw a female Old-squaw at Moss 
Landing on Nov. 25. On Oct. 25, 30, and 31 
Laidlaw Williams saw a male Harlequin Duck 


in a group of Surf Scoters on Carmel Bay. On 
Nov. 26 Cogswell saw about 5000 Ruddy Ducks 
on San Leandro Bay. Hooded Mergansers were 
observed at 7 localities in November. These 
ranged from East Briggs, near the Feather River, 
to the mouth of the Carmel River and inland to 
the reservoirs on the lower slope of the Sierra 
Nevada. As many as 70 were seen at one place. 


Hawks.—In the first week of September more 
than 60 Turkey Vultures were seen at one place 
north of Point Arena (Cogswell). On Nov. 8 
Mrs. Kelly saw a Ferruginous Hawk in the East 
Oakland Hills. Between Sept. 13 and Nov 29 
Evenden reported Swainson’s Hawks at 5 localities 
from Yolo Co. to Stanislaus Co. He saw a Bald 
Eagle on Nov. 27 at Hogan Reservoir. On Sept. 
5 and 6 Cogsweil saw Ospreys at 4 places between 
Bodega and Mendocino. R. H. Pray saw 1 on 
Sept. 27 at Bolinas. 

Shorebirds —On Oct. 26 Williams saw a Flor- 
ida Gallinule at Laguna del Rey, Monterey. Sin- 
gle Black Oyster-catchers were reported from 
Trinidad, Sept. 8 (Cogswell), Tomales Point, 
Nov. 23 (Pyle), and SE group of Farallon Islands, 
Oct. 15 (Evenden). The largest count of Black- 
bellied Plover was 5000 on Sept. 24 on east side 
of San Leandro Bay by Cogswell. He saw 1500 
at Bay Farm Island on the same day. On Sept. 7 
on east side of Arcata Bay were about 3000 Mar- 
bled Godwits (Cogswell). Mrs. Kelly saw 2 Wil- 
son’s Snipe on Oct. 2 at Bay Farm Island. There 
were more reports than usual for the Pectoral 
Sandpiper: 1 on Sept. 24 at Bay Farm Island 
(Cogswell); 8 on Sept. 27 at Bolinas Lagoon 
(Pray); 1 on Sept. 26 at Pinto Lake and 3 on 
Oct. 1 at Santa Cruz (Nielsen). On Sept. 7 there 
were 24 Black-necked Stilts near Alviso (E. 
Smith). The greatest numbers of Avocet were 
at east side of San Leandro Bay where Cogswell 
saw about 5000 on Sept. 24 and 3000 on Nov. 26. 
On Sept. 30 the Andersons saw hundreds of North- 
ern Phalaropes at the mouth of the Salinas River, 
and on Oct. 15 Evenden saw thousands on the 
water at the Farallon Islands. 


Jaegers.—On trips to the Farallon Islands Cogs- 
well on Sept. 10 saw a Pomarine Jaeger and 
Evenden on Oct. 15 saw 8 Parasitic and 7 Long- 
tailed Jaegers. 

Terns.—On Oct. 1 a Royal Tern was at Stinson 
Beach (Pray) and on Nov. 26 at Morro Bay 
there were 2 Elegant Terns (Pyle, Clarke, and 
Taylor). 

Non-passerine Land Birds.—Reports of Vaux’s 
Swifts come from 8 localities. At Big Lagoon, 
Humboldt Co., Cogswell saw about 100 on Sept. 
7. The latest observation was of a single bird at 
Santa Cruz on Oct. 15 (E. Smith). Late reports 
of Allen’s Hummingbird: Oct. 23, Berkeley (Mrs. 
J. C. Freihofer); Oct. 24, Golden Gate Park 
(Kelly); Nov. 14, Oakland (Mrs. H. K. Trous- 
dale). Lewis’s Woodpeckers appeared in areas 
where they have not been seen in recent winters. 
Cogswell saw about 60 on Oct. 22 in Capell Val- 
ley, Napa Co. 
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Passerine Birds.—Western Flycatchers remained 
until Sept. 23 in Alameda and Oct. 1 in the Santa 
Cruz Mountains (E. Smith). Miss Smith saw the 
last Western Wood Pewee on Sept. 13 at Los 
Gatos. Clark’s Nutcrackers appeared at several 
places in the central coastal area: Nov. 4 at the 
Hastings Reservation; Nov. 11 at Fremont Peak 
State Park (Curl); Nov. 29 at Carmel (Angwins). 
Cogswell reported that the Chestnut-backed 
Chickadee is still increasing in the Berkeley area. 
More Brown Creepers have been seen this fall 
than usual. Varied Thrushes are numerous again, 
compared with the scarcity of last year. Early ar- 
rivals: Oct. 5, Mission Peak (A. Wool); Oct. 8, 
Berkeley (G. W. Treichel); Oct. 10, 12 together 
in Big Basin State Park (E. Smith). Hermit 
Thrushes are everywhere in greater numbers than 
last year (Pray). At Los Gatos the Olive-backed 
Thrush was unusually numerous in the latter half 
of September and the last was seen on Oct. 4 at 
Los Gatos (E. Smith). On Nov. 29 Evenden saw 3 
Mountain Bluebirds near Clay, Sacramento Co. 
On Nov. 12 Curl found 2 Townsend's Solitaires 
on Fremont Peak. Golden-crowned Kinglets came 
in numbers this year and nearly every observer 
found them; Cogswell recorded them first in 
Berkeley. Records are numerous for Brown- 
headed Cowbirds in the San Francisco area. Aug. 
16, a young one was fed by a White-crowned 
Sparrow in Golden Gate Park (Kelly); Oct. 22, 
2 males near Fairfield (Cogswell); Nov. 24, com- 
mon near marshes by Alviso, Milpitas, and Warm 
Springs (Cogswell). Late dates for Black-headed 
Grosbeak were Sept. 22 at San Jose (C. Zwaal) 
and Sept. 26 near Watsonville (Nielsen). Mrs. 
Boylan saw 7 Evening Grosbeaks at Mt. Hermon 
on Oct. 30-31, and Curl saw 1 at Fremont Peak 
on Nov. 12. Four White-throated Sparrows have 
appeared in the area this season—JEAN M. LINs- 
DALE, Hastings Reservation, Jamesburg Route, 
Robles del Rio, Calif. 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.—Fall 
weather in this area is normally quite variable, 
consisting of hot, dry spells alternating with one 
to three days of 
rain. The usual 
summer -long 
dry period was 
ended this year 
nearly one 
month earlier 
than normal, 
when the first 
real rain of the 
season brought 
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raised that this 
year might 
finally bring an end to the eight years of sub- 
normal rainfall, but October turned out to be 
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very hot and dry. “Santa Ana” conditions (hot, 
dry desert air coming over to the coastal area, 
often accompanied by strong winds) brought heat 
waves along the coast during the second week of 
October and again from Nov. 1 to 3, with tem- 
peratures reaching record heights during both pe- 
riods. A series of storms produced very strong 
northwest winds over the entire eastern Pacific 
for five days in late October. These winds brought 
a flood of birds to the ocean off Southern Cali- 
fornia, including a Common Murre off Malibu 
Beach on Oct. 29 (Editors), as well as many 
loons, grebes, and scoters. 

The first cold wave arrived on Nov. 10, bring- 
ing sub-freezing temperatures to several inland 
points and snow to the higher San Bernardino 
mountains. The tremendous rains which caused 
record floods in Central California in mid-No- 
vember, reached the southland only as moderate 
rainstorms on the 13th and the 18th. Late Novem- 
ber brought ten days of heavy fog, compared with 
a normal of two days for the month. Total sea- 
sonal rainfall to the end of November was about 
normal, but the many years’ accumulated deficit 
of rain has dropped the water level in the lakes 
and reservoirs to the lowest points within memory. 

Loons and Grebes—Common Loons were first 
noted on Oct. 8, at Malibu (Eds.), but few loons 
of other species were reported. One Arctic Loon 
was found at Ballona Creek inlet, Dec. 2 (Arnold 
Small). Western Grebes appeared to be of nor- 
mal abundance, with good numbers seen all along 
the coast, and at several points, large concentra- 
tions of 500 to 600 grebes being in evidence. These 
birds apparently were feeding on large numbers 
of shoal fish. 

Pelicans, Bitterns, and Ibis—Two hundred 
White Pelicans were seen flying over Flintridge. 
Nov. 2 (Merritt Dunlap), and others reported 
were: 2 at Bolsa Chica, Nov. 5 (Eds.), 1 in the 
same area, Nov. 11 (Gertrude Woods), and 4 at 
Lake Norconian, Nov. 28 (A.S.). Large numbers 
of these pelicans are being shot annually at our 
fresh-water lakes and reservoirs. A Least Bittern 
was found at Playa del Rey, Sept. 7 (Alma 
Stultz). Wm. Anderson reported 300 Wood Ibis 
at Imperial Refuge, Aug. 5, but the only record 
from the coast was 2 birds at Santa Marguerita 
River inlet, Sept. 3 (Herbert Clarke, A.S.). 


Waterfowl.—No complete picture of the water- 
fowl situation can be presented because the. reg- 
ular report is lacking from the Salton Sea Refuge, 
which is the major wintering ground for these 
birds in this region. Reports from other areas 
are: 5 Canada Geese at Irvine Lake (Eds), and 
one White-fronted Goose at Playa del Rey (Eds.), 
both on Nov. 5. A good concentration of Fulvous 
Tree-ducks (200) was reported at Imperial Ref- 
uge, Aug. 29 (Anderson). No other reports of 
these birds were received. Maliards were present 
at Irvine Lake, Nov. 5 (Eds.), and 160 were 
counted on Lake Norconian, Nov. 28 (A.S.). A 
Gadwall was at Bolsa Chica, Nov. 5 (Eds.), and 
2 at Silver Lake, Dec. 3 (Eds.). This seems to 
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indicate a reduced number of these birds in our 
area. Two hundred Cinnamon Teal were seen at 
Calipatria, Aug. 28, and several hundred Green- 
winged Teal at Imperial Refuge, Aug. 29 (An- 
derson); 3000 Pintail at Calipatria, Aug. 28 (An- 
derson). At Carlsbad, 40 Pintail, Aug. 13, had 
increased to 3600 on Sept. 3 (Eds.), with many 
Pintail being present on the ponds and sloughs of 
various shooting clubs. Am. Widgeon were first 
reported on Sept. 16 when 2 were observed at 
Playa del Rey (A.S., Ralph Mall). On Oct. 22, 15 
were found on Hansen Dam and 10 at Sepulveda 
Reservoir. Small counted 650 at Lake Nor- 
conian. Nov. 28. The first Shoveller appeared at 
Playa del Rey, Aug. 27 (Eds.), 40 were reported 
at Carlsbad, Sept. 24 (Eds.), and 300 at Lake 
Norconian, Nov. 28 (A.S.).. The Wood Ducks 
present at Fairmont Park in Riverside last winter 
bred this summer and were seen again this fall, 
Nov. 15 (Belle Wilson), after apparently success- 
fully raising three young. The first report of 
Canvas-back was from Hansen Dam, Oct. 22 
(Eds.). Forty-four were seen on Lake Norconian, 
Nov. 28 (A.S.). Redheads (1 pair) were seen at 
Hansen Dam, Oct. 22, Bolsa Chica, 8, Nov. 5 
(Eds.): Ring-necked Duck, 1, Hansen Dam, Oct. 
22 (Robert L. Taylor); Buffle-head, Hansen Dam, 
Nov. 14 (Caroline H. Dougherty); Fairmont Park, 
1, Nov. 15 (B.W.), and one male on Lake Nor- 
conian. Nov. 28 (A.S.). 

White-winged Scoter, 1, off Ballona Creek Break- 
water. Nov. 5 (Eds.). One female Am. Mergan- 
ser, Malibu, Nov. 12 (Eds.), and 28 on Lake Nor- 
conian. Nov. 28 (A.S.). Low Levels on all fresh 
water lakes and scarcity of water in general has 
driven more of the dabbling ducks to salt water. 

Pekigic Birds—A boat trip was taken by Los 
Angeles Audubon Society members from New- 
port Bay to the east end of Catalina Island on 
Oct. 15. The following pelagic birds were seen: 
1 Fulmar; 3 Pink-footed Shearwaters; 4 Pomerine 
Jaegers: 1 Rhinocerous Auklet; and a few Red 
Phalaropes in groups of 2’s and 3’s. Also noted in 
the Catalina Channel on Sept. 7 were 4 Pink- 
footed Shearwaters, 40 Sooty Shearwaters, and 4 
Slender-billed Shearwaters, some even being cap- 
tured and brought aboard the boat (A.S.). Indi- 
cations are that there are lesser numbers of shear- 
waters in the Catalina Channel this fall. 


Hawks and Vultures—Numerous reports of 
California Condors were received, with the larg- 
est number (9) seen near Granite Station, south- 
ern Kern County, Oct. 29 (Mrs. Will Williams). 
Nineteen White-tailed Kites and 10 Turkey Vul- 
tures were observed at Point Mugu, Oct. 18, by 
William Lasky in conjunction with a small coast- 
wise hawk flight that included 5 other species. 
Of note are a Goshawk reported by Comby, Oct. 
13, at Whittier, and a Prairie Falcon chasing a 
Swainson Hawk at Oceanside, Sept. 26 (Comby). 
An immature Golden Eagle was observed par- 
ticularly close to the ocean, Sept. 24, at Santa 
Marguerita inlet (Ralph Mall). Ospreys were 
«s follows: Newport Bay, Oct. 20 (Wade 


seen 


Fox, Herbert Clarke, A.S.); Sepulveda Reservoir, 
Oct. 22 (Eds.); and Malibu, Nov. 12 (Robert L. 
Pyle, Robert L. Taylor). A Pigeon Hawk was 
noted at Playa del Rey, Aug. 27 (R.M., A.S.). 
No extensive flight of migrating hawks was re- 
ported, but Sparrow Hawks seem to be increasing 
in the Los Angeles area. 


Rails and Shorebirds—Of unusual interest was 
the appearance of a Black Rail on the campus of 
Los Angeles City College, Oct. 11, in the center 
of metropolitan Los Angeles. The bird was cap- 
tured, found to be in weakened condition and 
later died (Jack C von Bloecker). Black-bellied 
Plovers appeared in numbers at Playa del Rey 
on Aug. 20 when 45 were counted (Eds.). This 
number increased to 425 by Dec. 3 (A.S.). Ring- 
necked Plovers at Playa del Rey increased from 
1 on Aug. 13 (A.S., R.M.), to 36 on Aug. 20 
(Eds.) and several of the birds remained through 
November. Hudsonian Curlews numbered 25 at 
Imperial Refuge, July 21 (Anderson), and 13 at 
Playa del Rey, July 23 (A.S., R.M.). Small num- 
bers of these birds were still at PDR on Dec. 1 
(Eds.). Although considered a migrant, Marbled 
Godwits were present throughout the summer, 
with the peak in numbers built up during mid- 
September when 480 were noted at Playa del Rey, 
Sept. 24 (Eds.). Willets at Playa del Rey reached 
a peak of 1800 on Aug. 20, falling to 6vU on 
Aug. 27, and to 400 on Sept. 6 (A.S.). R. N. 
Shuart reported an unusual flocking of 11 Wan- 
dering Tattlers at Palos Verdes on Aug. 6, and a 
single Tattler was found at the Ballona Creek 
breakwater, Sept. 30 (Wyatt A. Kent). Surf-birds 
were first observed, Sept. 6, at the Ballona Creek 
breakwater when 11 were found, and were seen 
regularly thereafter, increasing to 31 by Dec. 2 
(A.S.). More Ruddy Turnstones than usual were 
frequenting the breakwater at Ballona Creek this 
fall, 7 being counted on Sept. 7 (Stultz); 4 on 
Sept. 30 (Kent); and 7, Dec. 2 (A.S.). Dowitch- 
ers were in the area each month during the sum- 
mer, gradually increasing to 120 at Playa del Rey, 
Aug. 27 (A.S.). Comby noted 22 Wilson’s Snipe 
at a flooded field in Whittier, Nov. 12. There was 
a good migration of Knots this year, notably 18 
at Santa Marguerita inlet, Sept. 3 (Eds.), and 
smaller numbers appeared along the _ coast 
throughout September. A migrating flock of 300 
Sanderlings was at Malibu, Aug. 27 (Eds.). Two 
Pectoral Sandpipers at Santa Marguerita inlet, 
Sept. 3 (H.C., A.S.), constituted the only report 
of this scarce species in the region. Four Red- 
backed Sandpipers were first noted, Sept. 30, at 
Playa del Rey (Kent); a peak of several hun- 
dred was reached in early November. Northern 
Phalaropes came through in above-average num- 
bers this fall, being first observed in quantity on 
Aug. 13 when 400 were founa, reaching a peak 
of 1600, Sept. 3, and last noted there Sept. 24 
(Eds.). A few Wilson Phalaropes were found 
among the Northerns along the coast, with a peak 
of 60 reached on Aug. 13 at Oceanside (Eds.). 
Anderson reported that in late August the ground 
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4 miles northeast of Calipatria was in the process 
of being leached (a method of removing the al- 
kali from the soil). This created for several 
weeks the choicest of waterfowl and shorebird 
habitat, attracting many ducks along with hun- 
dreds of sandpipers and dozens of egrets. 


Gulls and Terns.—An adult Laughing Gull was 
observed closely at Malibu Pier, June 3 (R.M., 
A.S.). This is one of the extremely few records 
of this species in the Southern California coastal 
region. An unprecedented flight of Elegant 
Terns appeared along the southern Pacific coast 
and was studied by numerous observers from 
San Diego to Morro Bay. The first record of these 
birds was 8 at Playa del Rey, Aug. 27 (A.S., 
H.C.); they increased to at least 48 on Sept. 7 
(Stultz, A.S.). Thirty-six Elegant Terns were still 
resent at Playa del Rey on Sept. 24 (Eds.). De- 
creasing numbers were seen thereafter, and lesser 
numbers were observed at Bolsa Chica and 
Malibu. Two birds at Morro Bay, Nov. 26, con- 
stitute the last record. 


An adult Common Tern was found at Playa 
del Rey, Sept. 6 (A.S.), Sept. 7 (Stultz), and 4 
at Bolsa Chica, Sept. 17 (Eds.). Black Terns came 
through in the usual numbers. Six different spe- 
cies of terns were observed in one group at Playa 
del Rey on Sept. 7 (Stultz). These were Forster’s, 
Common, Black, Least, Caspian, Elegant, and 
Royal. 


Pigeons, Swifts, Woodpeckers.—A huge flock of 
Band-tailed Pigeons was seen on Nov. 7 near 
Granite Station by Mrs. Williams. She writes: 


“Looking ahead pigeons could be seen perched in 
every oak and pine as far as the eye could see.” 
As the birds were approached, they gradually 
took flight “until the sky for a distance of one- 


eighth mile and between 50 and 100 feet wide 
was black with pigeons.” This area has been cov- 
ered regularly by Mrs. Williams since 1932, and 
she has never before seen as many pigeons as she 
has this year. 

Two Black Swifts flew over San Gabriel River 
Wildlife Sanctuary at El Monte, Aug. 6 (Stultz). 
Flocks of 20 to 30 Vaux’s Swifts were seen over 
West Los Angeles, Sept. 16 (R.L.P.); Playa del 
Rey, Sept. 17 (Eds.): and at SGRWS the same 
two days (Stultz). 

Lewis’s Woodpeckers were seen at scattered 
localities throughout the area this fall. Notably, 
after an absence of several years, they reappeared 
at Granite Station from Oct. 15 to Nov. 7 in 
numbers ranging from 19 to a peak of 70 on Oct. 
28 (Williams). These concentrations of wood- 
peckers and pigeons at Granite Station may have 
been attracted by the acorn crop which was much 
larger than in recent years. 

Flycatchers—Eleven Cassin’s Kingbirds were 
reported at Norco, Nov. 28 (A.S.), and a male 


Vermilion Flycatcher was observed at close range 


at SGRWS, Oct. 11 (Stultz). A good flight of 
Empidonax fiycatchers was observed at SGRWS, 
Sept. 10 to 16 (Stultz). 
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Jays, Nuthatches—A_ post-breeding flock of 
200 adult and young Pinon Jays was found at 
Big Bear City, July 30 (Eds.) and large numbers 
were also reported at Buckhorn Flats at about the 
same time (von Bloecker). A large count of 59 
Yellow-billed Magpies was recorded in the San 
Marcos Ranch area of Santa Barbara County 
(Earle C. Green). Three wanderers from higher 
altitudes appeared in urban sections of greater 
Los Angeles in a single week. A Clark’s Nut- 
cracker appeared in Beverly Hills, Oct. 25; a 
Steller’s Jay was in a yard in Los Angeles, Oct. 
30: and a Red-breasted Nuthatch was found in 
Santa Monica on Nov. 1. 

Dippers, Thrushes—Two Am. Dippers, which 
normally are birds of swiftly moving streams and 
waterfalls, were discovered at a quiet lake (Lake 
Fulmor) on Mt. San Jacinto, Oct. 20 (Wilson). 
Robins continued to increase in the Los Angeles 
metropolitan area, having nested this year in sev- 
eral localities, but other thrushes seen to be below 
normal in numbers. Mountain Bluebirds ap- 
peared at lower altitudes than normal when they 
were found at Hansen Dam, Nov. 1. 

Kinglets, Waxwings—A Golden-crowned King- 
let, discovered in a flock of Bush-tits at Palos 
Verdes, Nov. 12, by Mrs. Shuart, was the first one 
ever reported in that district, and the first record 
from the Los Angeles area in several years. Cedar 
Waxwings arrived in Eagle Rock, Oct. 28, and in , 
Banning, Los Angeles, and SGRWS, Nov. 8 to 11. 4 

Vireos through Tanagers——Warblers and vireos ; 
came through normally, with a small flight noted, ; 
Sept. 7, at SGRWS (Stultz) and through the Palm 
Springs-Mt. San Jacinto area, Oct. 21 (A.S.). An 
unusual coastal occurrence of a Macgillivray’s 
Warbler was reported by Shuart at Redondo 
Beach, Sept. 1. Thirty Tri-colored Blackbirds 
were found at Playa del Rey on Sept. 16, 20 on 
Sept. 17 (Eds.), and 50 at Cabrillo Beach, Nov. 
13 (Kent). A late male Western Tanager in 
winter plumage was observed in Santa Monica on 
Oct. iz. 

Sparrows.—Two irregular visitors from the 
east are eagerly looked for in the fall: Slate- 
colored Juncos traveling with Oregon Juncos, and 
White-throated Sparrows among the White- 
crowneds. This year, single Slate-colored Jun- 
cos appeared at Death Valley, Nov. 16 (R. W. 
Russell) and at Big Pines, Nov. 26 (Comby); and 
a White-throated Sparrow spent a week in late 
September at SGRWS (Stultz). Small flocks of 
Chipping Sparrows were seen in two areas: 40 
at Julian, Sept. 3 (S.C.) and 20 at Banning, Sept. 
13 (Wilson). White-crowned (Gambel’s) Spar- 
rows arrived a little late, being first observed on 
Sept. 22 and Sept. 23 in several localities, with a 
large flock of 500+ at Banning, Nov. 16 (Wil- 
son). 


“Eds.” in the above report refers to three or 
more of the editors—-ARNOLD SMALL, 1840 W. 
11th Place, Los Angeles 6, Calif.; HERBERT 
CLARKE, RALPH MALL, ROBERT L. PYLE, ROBERT 
L. TAYLOR: 





